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£20m REVAMP 
FOR MERRY HILL 


ROADS 

Six weeks of delays 
during pipe works 

SIX weeks of roadworks will cause disrup¬ 
tion on a major route through Dudley. 

Balfour Beatty is carrying out work to 
gas pipes under Birmingham New Road 
and Sedgley Road West which will lead to 
lane closures. 

Dudley Council said efforts would be 
made to reduce disruption with work at 
weekends, off-peak times and during 
school holidays. The works are due to start 
on Saturday and run until November 27. 

Councillor Hilary Bills said: “This is es¬ 
sential work to ensure that people have a 
gas supply over the winter.” 


Report by Heather Large 


MORE leisure attractions, an 
expanded food court and larg¬ 
er stores form part of a five- 
year masterplan to revamp 
Merry Hill shopping centre. 

Bosses from centre owner Intu have 
also vowed that parking will remain 
free for as long as they own the site. 

Since Intu Properties bought a 50 per cent 
stake for more than £400 million last year, it 
has begun giving the shopping centre a facelift. 

In recent months, the malls have been 
painted and new lighting installed to give it a 
brighter appearance. 

Shoppers can also now connect to free WiFi 
following a six-figure investment in technology. 

Intu Asset manager Nick Round said this 
was just the start. He revealed that a five-year 
programme was being drawn up for redevelop¬ 
ing and improving not just the shopping centre 
but also the retail parks and the nearby Wa¬ 
terfront. 

This could include attracting more big res¬ 
taurant chains as well as providing new leisure 
options. 

Bosses also want to cater for stores which 
want larger premises - including Topshop and 
Topman, which will open a new two-storey 
branch near Debenhams next year. 

Exciting 

Plans for the site are still at an early stage 
but Mr Round said it was ‘an exciting time’ for 
Merry Hill, saying the investment being made 
would be ‘significantly more’ than £20m. 

Marketing manager Rob Pickersgill said they 
were keen to build on the good reputation of 
the shopping centre. 

“It’s a great shopping centre with great local 
tradition,” he said. “Shoppers love the centre 
but the opportunity is there to do more - the 
only way is up.” 

Mr Round said they would continue to offer 
free parking despite calls having been made in 
the past by council bosses for charges to be in¬ 
troduced. 

“The Intu policy is that, at our regional shop¬ 
ping centres, we don’t charge for parking,” he 
said. “I think charging for parking would be a 
disadvantage, people would go elsewhere. 

“I am certain that while we own the shop¬ 
ping centre, we will not be charging for park¬ 
ing. There has been free parking for 25 years,” 
he added. 

Mr Round also revealed that plans for a 
revamp of the bus station at Merry Hill were 
being revived. 

A previous £3m scheme was shelved by Dud¬ 
ley Council and Centro because of concern over 
high costs. But Mr Round confirmed the plans 
were being re-visited to see what improvements 
could be made. 

Intu has already invested around £3m on im¬ 
proving car parks and roads around the centre. 


BLOCKBUSTER SCREEN BRINGS MOVIE MAGIC 



Dudley Showcase General Manager Andrew Edwards is ready for a rush of movie fans eager to experience the giant screen 


MOVIE fans in Dudley can now look forward 
to super sized viewings of the latest block¬ 
busters. 

Showcase Cinema at Castlegate Park has 
unveiled a 47-foot XPlus screen, only the 
eighth in the country. 

Bosses say it provides crystal clear projec¬ 
tion, ultra-sharp images and the sharpest 3D 
experience available. 

The screen is the biggest in town and 
stretches almost twice the height of the Mar¬ 
ket Place Fountain. 

Mark Barlow, General Manager of Show¬ 


case’s UK Theatres, said: “We believe cinema 
is about more than just watching a him, it’s 
about an experience. 

“XPlus delivers uncompromising sound 
and picture quality that bring films to life. 
Experience tells us it’ll be a big hit with cin¬ 
ema-goers.” 

Investment 

Bosses at the venue off Tipton Road said 
the screen was part £10 million investment 
across the UK by Showcase. 

Sound quality has been enhanced via Dolby 


Atmos. Javier Foncillas, Dolby Laboratories 
Regional Manager for Western Europe said: 
“Dolby Atmos gives him directors and sound 
mixers the ability to precisely place and move 
sounds anywhere in a cinema. This creates 
the most realistic, engaging experience ever, 
making cinema-goers feel as if they are in the 
him.” 

The hrst him to be shown on the new screen 
is The Martian, directed by Ridley Scott and 
starring Matt Damon and Jessica Chastain. 

Bookings are already being taken to watch 
new Bond movie Spectre on the XPlus screen. 


SUPERMARKET 

Planners asked 
to visit pub site 

PLANNERS should visit a pub in Crad- 
ley Heath before making a decision on 
an application to build a supermarket 
on part of the site, say officers. 

New River Retail wants permission to 
demolish a garage on land next to the 
Haden Cross Inn, Halesowen Road, to 
make room for the shop and parking. 

Sandwell Council planning commit¬ 
tee has been recommended by officers 
to carry out a visit. 

Objections include 50 letters and a 
petition with more than 500 signatures. 

BUILDINGS 

Council and police 
could share bases 

DUDLEY Council could share buildings 
with West Midlands Police following pro¬ 
posed station closures by the force. 

Stations in Dudley, Halesowen, Nether- 
ton, Stourbridge and Kingswinford are fac¬ 
ing the axe to make £8.5 million savings. 

Councillor Judy Foster told the Strategic 
Policing and Crime Board that it would be 
a good idea to discuss opportunities for 
‘collaboration’. Councillor Gaye Partridge 
added: “Sharing resources could also 
save the tax payer money.” 

More than 700 people have signed a 
petition launched by MP James Morris to 
save Halesowen Police Station. 
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New society to put town on the map 



Founder members of the new society 


PLANS to establish a new civic so¬ 
ciety for Halesowen are underway 
with organisers vowing to act as a 
voice for the community. 

Founder members including Hale¬ 
sowen and Rowley Regis MP James 
Morris, councillors Ian Cooper 
and Alan Taylor, Cornbow Centre 
manager Eve O’Connor, Leasowes 
Walled Garden and Abbey Trust 
campaigners Carol and Mick Freer, 
Halesowen College principal Keith 


Bate and the college’s Elaine Cam- 
mies, met to kickstart the plans. 

They want to help boost business 
and tourism in the town, as well as 
giving residents the chance to have 
say on a variety of issues. 

Elaine Cammies, who also works 
alongside adult learners at Hale¬ 
sowen College, said: “We are at the 
very early stages at the minute but 
I am extremely excited about raising 
the profile of Halesowen. 


“We wanted to get on board key 
figures from the town, especially 
someone like Eve O’Connor who has 
made Halesowen look so stunning 
with In Bloom. 

“It’s almost like we’re situated be¬ 
tween Birmingham and other bits of 
the Black Country and people don’t 
have a clue how great the town is, 
so we want to raise awareness of the 
fantastic stuff that goes on as well as 
improve our local assets.” 


Knotweed killings could 
not have been foreseen 


by Richard Guttridge_ 

THE death of a woman — 
killed by her husband before 
he committed suicide over 
fears Japanese knotweed 
was taking over their house 
— could not have been pre¬ 
vented, says a report. 

Sandwell Council launched an in¬ 
vestigation following the deaths of 
Kenneth McRae and his wife Jane in 
Rowley Regis in 2013 to see whether 
support workers should have inter¬ 
vened. However, the Safer Sandwell 
Partnership decided that no lessons 
could be learned from the incident 
and there was no evidence there had 
previously been violence in the home 
on Bryan Budd Close. 

The couple were found dead in July 
2013 after Mr McRae’s colleagues had 
not heard from him. Lab technician 
Mr McRae, aged 52, was found on the 
first floor, his wrists and throat cut, 
and Mrs McRae was found in bed on 
the second floor with head injuries. 

Perfume 

An inquest last year ruled Mr 
McRae killed his wife before killing 
himself. It heard that 55-year-old Mrs 
McRae had ‘lain dead for several days’ 
prior to Mr McRae killing himself. 

Mrs McRae had been hit over the 
head with a perfume bottle found at 
the scene. A suicide note left by Mr 
McRae revealed he had developed 
a ‘growing madness’ over Japanese 
knotweed, an invasive plant which is 
notoriously difficult to get rid of. He 
claimed it was creeping onto their 
property from a neighbouring golf 
course and he was concerned it would 
make their house unsellable. 

A Domestic Homicide Review car¬ 
ried out by Sandwell Council said 
council support services could not 
have foreseen the deaths. The review 
found nothing to indicate that domes¬ 
tic abuse had taken place in the cou¬ 
ple’s relationship previously. 

The report stated Mr McRae’s con¬ 
cerns about Japanese knotweed ‘did 
not explain his extreme action and no 
reason was found to blame any party 
or agency contacted about it’. 

A Home Office panel judged the 
council’s review as adequate. 



Tragedy behind the blue door — the McRaes’ home The back of the house adjoins Rowley Regis Golf Course 


Police cuts 
to be eased 
by nearly 
£37 million 

FUNDING cuts for West Midlands Po¬ 
lice will be eased by almost £37 million 
after campaigners called on the Govern¬ 
ment to re-think. 

Police and crime commissioner David 
Jamieson said pressure had convinced 
the Home Office to change its planned 
formula for funding forces, that would 
have disadvantaged the West Midlands 
and stripped it of more than half its 
budget. 

Although big cuts still loom, the 
change means the second largest force 
in the country will get a 6.63 per cent 
share of police budgets, instead of the 
original 6.11 per cent. It is estimated 
that means the force’s budget could be 
£470.5m, compared with the planned 
£433.6m, as long as no other drastic cuts 
are announced by the Chancellor. 

Mr Jamieson said: “This is a victory 
for common sense. I would like to thank 
the media and politicians from across 
the political spectrum for joining me in a 
cross-party campaign to make sure that 
West Midlands Police gets a fair deal. 
The fight is not over. 

“I will press the Government to make 
sure that this change is actually deliv¬ 
ered in full as soon as possible and not 
delayed. 

“West Midlands Police has faced dou¬ 
ble the cuts of other forces over the last 
five years and I’m determined to make 
sure that we are not disproportionately 
hit again. 

“I won’t be satisfied until we have ac¬ 
tually received the money and will keep 
pressing until it is actually delivered.” 

Bogus plumber 
stole from OAP 

A THIEF posing as a plumber convinced 
a 96-year-old woman he was investigat¬ 
ing a water leak - before rummaging 
through her bedroom and stealing a 
significant amount of cash and jewellery. 

The callous crook splashed water 
on the bathroom ceiling to support his 
burst pipe story, and while the pen¬ 
sioner ate lunch he rifled through her 
belongings. 

The theft happened on the Char- 
lemont Farm estate in West Bromwich 
on October 7. 

Sandwell Police Chief Inspector Sean 
Phillips, said: “It’s hard to imagine 
someone could be so cruel as to trick 
a 96-year-old woman and rummage 
through her bedroom while she inno¬ 
cently sat downstairs eating lunch. 

“It is truly despicable.” 

Now men can get 
the New Look too 

FASHION retailer New Look has opened 
its new store just for men at Merry Hill. 

The outlet is just one of four across 
the country established by the high 
street clothes brand to sell mens wear. 
Fifteen jobs have been created by the 
business at the shop in the Upper Mall. 



ABLE & BROMIEV 

CARPETS/BEDS 


WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 


UPTO 
75% OFF 


Sofa’s, Vinyls 
and Laminates ^ ^973 


Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C : www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Quarry Bank • Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill 

• Kinver • Wordsley 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 




JUWli 


^ • FAS Cl AS 

• GUTTERING 
l • SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 
| •TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875210 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot -IQfll 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cuffing and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 



FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery ■ WWW.fOOtWOrkSChiropodistS.CO.uk 
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Councils helping to save hedgehogs 


New homes 
proposal is 
rejected at 
steel site 

PLANS to build dozens of homes on a 
former steelworks site in Brierley Hill 
have been thrown out by councillors. 

The proposals for the Cookley 
Works would have transformed the 
derelict land with the addition of 70 
homes. 

But Dudley Council has rejected the 
proposal on the grounds that access to 
the site would be dangerous. 

The rejection notice sent out by 
the authority says the plans had ‘in¬ 
surmountable technical issues’ and 
‘would have the potential to cause se¬ 
vere highway danger’. 

Councillor Ken Finch said he was 
disappointed that development of 
the ‘eyesore site’ would not be going 
ahead. 

He said: “The need for affordable 
housing in that particular area is 
great, as it is elsewhere. 

“It’s an eyesore site and doesn’t do 
a lot for the image of the Black Coun¬ 
try.” 

UKIP group leader Councillor Paul 
Brothwood was critical of the deci¬ 
sion, saying the council should have 
worked with the developer to help 
iron out issues. 

The Leys Road has been dormant 
since 2006. Developer Harris Lamb 
hoped to construct the homes form¬ 
ing a new community in Brierley Hill 
with around a third of the properties 
to be affordable housing. 

Nearly 40 jobs were lost when Cook- 
ley Works was axed by steel giant 
Corns in 2006, bringing more than 
150 years of steel making to an end. 


Inquest opens on 
teacher, aged 36 

AN INQUEST has been opened on 
a 36-year-old teacher from Cradley 
Heath. 

Anthony Joseph Morbach-Jenkins, 
of Red Brick Close, was found dead 
in Newtown Lane, Belbroughton on 
September 22. 

Morbach-Jenkins was a teacher at 
St Peter’s School in Solihull. 

A message on the school’s website 
read: “It is with great sadness that we 
have learnt of the sudden death of Mr 
Jenkins who taught at St Peter’s from 
September 2009 to August 2015. 

“Our thoughts and prayers are with 
his family.” 

The inquest has been adjourned 
to January 6, with the cause of Mr 
Morbach-Jenkins’ death not yet es¬ 
tablished. 

Health group is 
holding meeting 

THE next meeting of Dudley Clinical 
Commissioning Group is tomorrow 
(Fri). The committee, which makes 
decisions on GP services, meets at 
lpm at the Brierley Hill Health and 
Social Care Centre in Venture Way. 



Hedgehog friendly Sandwell crew 


DUDLEY and Sandwell councils have 
pledged to support campaigners in 
their efforts to protect hedgehogs in 
the Black Country. 

Willows Hedgehog Rescue, dedi¬ 
cated to rehabilitation and release 
of native European Hedgehogs, has 
joined forces with councils to raise 
awareness of the dangers that brush 
cutters and strimmers can pose to the 
animals. 

Hundreds of hedgehogs every year 
are seriously injured, sometimes fa¬ 
tally, by the use of trimmers or strim¬ 
mers and many hundreds of hoglets 


(young hedgehogs) are orphaned by 
gardening activities. 

Darren Jones, of Sandwell Council’s 
grounds maintenance, said: “Sandwell 
Council’s grounds maintenance de¬ 
partment is committed to safeguard¬ 
ing wildlife within the borough. 

Extensive 

“We no longer apply weedkiller to, 
or strim the base of, our hedgerows. 
We also restrict the cutting back of 
hedgerows and shrubs to times out¬ 
side the nesting bird season.” 

Charlie Walker, co-founder of Wil¬ 


lows, added: “Our aim is to make all 
operators aware of the danger that 
strimmers can pose to wildlife.” 

Councillor Hilary Bills, Dudley’s 
cabinet member for the environment, 
said: “During our extensive green care 
work across the borough we always 
take account of ah wildlife habitat and 
their safety. We are happy to help Wil¬ 
lows highlight this important issue.” 

A ‘wildlife aware’ warning triangle 
that will be fitted to ah line and brush 
cutters in use. 

For more information see the www. 
wihowshedgehogrescue.co.uk website. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Extra spaces for 
public at hospital 

DOZENS of extra parking spaces will 
be created at Rowley Regis Hospital. 
Bosses it will help ease the strain on 
patients and residents who have com¬ 
plained about clogged roads. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, which runs the 
site, wants to create a staff car park 
with up to 50 places on land at the 
back of the hospital, off Moor Lane. 

It will free up existing spaces that 
are currently used by workers for pa¬ 
tients and visitors. 

It’s part of a £2 million revamp of 
the hospital. 

Market seeking 
teenage traders 

YOUNG entrepreneurs are being in¬ 
vited to book a place for a free stall 
to sell goods at Dudley’s first Teenage 
Market Day. 

The market on Saturday, October 
31, in Stone Street Square, will fea¬ 
ture up to 30 stalls and a stage for 
young performers to entertain shop¬ 
pers. 

Dudley Ambassador scheme is or¬ 
ganising the market with funding 
from the European Regional Develop¬ 
ment Fund and Dudley Council. 

To take part go to www.theteenage 
market.co.uk website. 

Activities part of 
safety campaign 

THE Safer 6 campaign team will be in 
Oldbury Civic Square next week. 

The team will be in attendance from 
10am to noon on Tuesday, October 20. 

Activities and services will include 
a fire engine, chip pan fire demonstra¬ 
tion, police car, Sandwell Crime Pre¬ 
vention Panel bus - with community 
safety advice and freebies, and Neigh¬ 
bourhood Watch stall. 

More information on the campaign 
is available at www.sandwell.gov.uk/ 
safer6 

Drivers face parking 
ban on clogged road 

MOTORISTS are set to be banned 
from parking across pavements and 
grass verges in Cradley. 

Dudley Council is considering intro¬ 
ducing the parking ban on a section 
of Nether end Lane, near its junction 
with Apperley Way, following com¬ 
plaints from residents who say parked 
cars are clogging up the pavement. 

But objections have been raised by 
other residents who fear the move will 
just move the problem to side streets. 

Choir sing at town hall 

THE Viva Musica choir will take to 
the stage at Dudley Town Hall on Sat¬ 
urday for a Last Night of the Proms 
event with favourites such as Jerusa¬ 
lem and Land of Hope & Glory. 

Guests include Sovereign Brass and 
choir from St Margaret’s at Hasbury 
school. For tickets call 0121 550 5581. 


Shock as store next door 
applies to demolish club 


A SOCIAL club in Halesowen is facing 
demolition to make way for a car park 
extension at the Lidl supermarket next 
door. 

The club’s bosses have been left stunned after 
an application to knock down Halesowen Members 
Club on Hagley Road was submitted to Dudley 
Council without their knowledge. 

The venue, which was previously known as the 
Halesowen Labour Club, is next to a Lidl shop and 
the supermarket chain is keen to create more park¬ 
ing spaces there. 

The news has come out of the blue to workers at 
the club as well as the local community. The club’s 
manager said he had been taken by surprise by the 
plans but declined to comment further. 

Ward councillor Donella Russell said she was 
disgusted as the venue was still used by dozens of 
people in the area. 

She said: “I’m not happy at all. I go into that 
Lidl and half the time it is empty anyway, you are 
always guaranteed a parking space there. 

“I don’t know why they want to knock down the 
Members Club, it is well used and does stuff in the 
day as well as at night. 

Busy 

“It’s always busy, there’s always something on. 
As far as I’m concerned it’s pretty successful. I 
know someone who is having a party there next 
year.” 

Councillor Russell said she was astonished that 
management had not been informed before the ap¬ 
plication to demolish the building was made public. 

She said: “It’s their livelihood. They should know 
— we should know.” 

Councillor Alan Taylor said: “I don’t like things 
being done behind people’s backs. I’m always an 
advocate that people should know what is happen¬ 
ing.” 

Lidl has confirmed that its demolition plans 
concern the members club. Spokeswoman Laura 
Hamlin said the supermarket does not currently 
own the building but is in ‘close communication’ 
with the owner. 

Westbourne Leisure, which owns the building, 
could not be contacted for comment. 

Councillor Nick Gregory, who also represents 
Halesowen, said: “Personally, I wouldn’t be in 
favour of it. There have been too many pubs and 
clubs closing recently. It has been there an awful 
long time and is still well used.” 

The Hagley Road supermarket opened on the site 
of the former Peugeot garage in January 2008. 



The Halesowen Members Club, in Hagley Road, Halesowen, which Lidl want to turn into a car park 


M6 link work takes longer than expected 


MOTORWAY roadworks which 
have caused chaos on sur¬ 
rounding roads for most of this 
year will now be completed six 
months later than expected. 

Repair work on the link road 
off the M6 onto the M5 in West 
Bromwich should be complete by 
Christmas, Highways England 
has announced. 

This is the second delay on 
the major works, which were 


expected to be finished by June 
initially - then November. 

Highways England blamed 
unforeseen circumstances for 
delaying waterproofing work on 
the ageing viaduct to December. 

Walsall South MP Valerie Vaz 
called for a re-think to get the 
slip road re-open, and promised 
to raise it with a minister. 

She said: “I am appalled that 
having raised this issue just after 


the slip road was due to be open 
in May that we are still waiting. 
It is unacceptable that with their 
expertise they were unable to 
foresee this situation.” 

Highways England project 
manager Jess Kenny said: “We 
understand this has been frus¬ 
trating for drivers. Unfortu¬ 
nately there was no way for us to 
tell the full extent of the damage 
until we’d already started work.” 



Bespoke 
requirements 
are no problem 


• Windows 

• composite windows & doors 

• Conservatories 

• Orangeries 

• Porches 

• Extensions, Carports & Canopies 

• Bi-fold & uPVC doors 

• Timber Doors and Windows^ 

• Repair service 


70m m A Ratedlframesiandl 


FENSA 


Friendly, personal touch and Jobs completed to high standards 


Unit19Middlemore 
Industrial Estate, 
Middlemore Road, 
B21 OAY 

0800 080 7076 
0121 532 0784 

www.westmidlandsglazing.com 


3 Windows 

Was-£89e-Now £680 

4 Windows 

WaS-EWe-Now £890 | 

5 Windows 

Was-£4£§e-Now £1100 

6 Windows 

Was-E4-50CT Now £1380 


Also Available - Guardian Tiled Roof System (labc approved) 
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THE BEST OF 

PETERRHODES^^ 

DRAMATIC puzzles of our time: Consider the grand 
staircase at Downton Abbey. Consider Lady Mary, as 
played by Michelle Dockery. Which is the more wooden? 

EXPANDING the tortured issue of why pyjamas have 
pockets, a lady writes: “I bought myself a lovely pair of 
trousers and found a small zipped pocket in the waist¬ 
band. I asked my granddaughter if she’d ever seen 
anything so daft because you couldn’t keep much money 
in in. She replied, ‘Nan, it’s a condom pocket.’ I am 83 
and a little shocked.” 

A READER asks: “Is it safer to smoke inside a VW than 
to stand behind one when its engine is running? 

JUST supposing you had voted for Jeremy Corbyn as 
Labour leader, seen his victory on September 12 and then 
gone on a long holiday. Away from it all, you’d have been 
jubilant at helping to elect a potential prime minister who 
would scrap Trident, abolish tui¬ 
tion fees, nationalise the energy 
industry, quit the “capitalist” EU, 
refuse to kneel to the Queen 
and proudly wear the white 
poppy of pacifism on Remem¬ 
brance Sunday. Then you come 
home to find all those things are 
either off the agenda or up for 
discussion. If Corbyn can move 
so far in less than a month, 
where will he be as the 2020 General Election 
looms? On the Tory benches, at this rate. 

IT was, of course, very, very wrong for 60-somethings 
Peter Marsh and Gillian Green, having eaten some 
cherries, to leave a handful of discarded stones on the 
soil under a tree in Canterbury. They were caught by 
two council enforcement officers and slapped with a 
pair of £80 fixed-penalty fines. In the finest traditions of 
interrogation, the officials separated the couple in order 
to question them. So what would have happened if the 
pair had linked arms and refused to be separated? What 
level of force is considered appropriate against elderly 
pip-droppers who decline to be interviewed separately? 

At what stage do the officials send for armed back-up 
and start pepper-spraying or tasering them? 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Schools being urged 
to fly the Union flag 


SCHOOLS in Dudley will be encouraged to 
fly the Union Flag and get pupils to sing the 
national anthem during their assemblies af¬ 
ter plans were passed. 

The proposals - put forward by UKIP Councillor Paul 
Brothwood - were labelled ‘playground politics’ also ‘pop¬ 
ulist’ and ‘pointless’ during a debate at Dudley Council. 

Council leader Councillor Pete Lowe said the authority 


could not tell schools what 
they can and cannot do and 
Conservative Councillor Les 
Jones also took issue with 
the idea, criticising its ‘pop¬ 
ulist’ nature. 

Yet the motion was unan¬ 
imously agreed. 

“As a group we felt it was 
important to put this for¬ 
ward and it’s great we’ve 
got cross-party support,” he 
said. “Hopefully we’ll see a 
few more Union Jacks flying 
around the borough now.” 

During the debate on 
Monday night, most speak¬ 
ers from all political persua¬ 
sions said they supported 
the idea in principle but the 
point was repeatedly raised 
that the council could not 
enforce the idea on schools. 

Councillor Lowe said: 
“It’s absolutely common 
sense that all of us want to 
promote patriotism and the 
Union Flag. 

“I’ve got no problem sup¬ 
porting the fact the flag 
should be raised but we’ve 
got no control over schools. 
This is a good example of 
playground politics. It’s just 
a motion that will have no 
impact.” 


by David Cosgrove 

Korean War veteran 
Councillor Ken Finch said 
he was ‘proud to be British 
but embarrassed by this mo¬ 
tion’. He added: “We do fly 
the flag, we do honour the 
Queen, but the reason I feel 
embarrassed is that I don’t 
need to be told by anyone 
what I’m supposed to do.” 

Councillor Jones said: 
“It’s easy to put a populist 
plan on an agenda. But it 
has no bearing on what we 
do as councillors. It’s point¬ 
less and we’ve got better 
things to do.” 

“We should be here talk¬ 
ing about what matters to 
the people of this borough.” 

West Midlands MEPs 
James Carver and Bill 
Etheridge will now launch a 
drive calling on all schools in 
the region to fly the Union 
Flag. Mr Carver, UKIP’s 
Commonwealth spokesman, 
said: “The passing of this 
motion was fantastic news 
and I now urge local schools 
to proudly fly the Union 
Flag and sing the national 
anthem.” 


Pucker up for a kiss mum 



Orang utan Sprout gives her mother Jazz a smacker 


DUDLEY Zoo Bornean 
orang utan Sprout gave her 
mum an extraordinary kiss 
- Spider-Man style! 

The magical moment, 
which mirrored the famous 
kiss from the hit 2002 Hol¬ 
lywood blockbuster Spi¬ 
der-Man, was captured on 
camera by zoo regular Kath¬ 
ryn Willett. 

The Dudley Zoo member 
and amateur photographer 
was thrilled with her stun¬ 
ning snap of Sprout pucker¬ 
ing up for mum Jazz while 
hanging upside down. 

And the head over heels 
in love image has amazed 
keepers who said they had 
not seen behaviour like it 
from four-year-old Sprout 
before. 

Mischievous 

Head of Upper Primates 
Pat Stevens said: “I’ve 
never seen Sprout in such 
a position, never hanging 
upside down and she’s not 
normally that affectionate. 

“She’s certainly mischie¬ 
vous and naughty and only 
normally goes up to cuddle 
her mum for reassurance 
after she’s been told off! 

“Kathryn’s picture is just 
outstanding. She always 
seems to be there at the 
right moment.” 


£150m NEC 
resort to 
open doors 
for public 

THE £150 million Resorts 
World Birmingham will 
open its doors for the first 
time next week. 

Wednesday, October 21, 
will see the resort on the 
National Exhibition Centre 
site coming to life with re¬ 
tailers including Next Out¬ 
let, Nike Factory Store and 
GAP Outlet opening. 

Over following weeks Re¬ 
sorts World Birmingham 
will gather momentum as 
more and more of the re¬ 
sort’s outlet shops, bars, 
restaurants and other facili¬ 
ties welcome guests. 

The 11-screen Cine- 
world, which includes a 
purpose-built IMAX audito¬ 
rium, will open on October 
23 in time for the eager¬ 
ly-awaited new James Bond 
movie Spectre, while the 
four star Genting Hotel will 
welcome guests from No¬ 
vember 2. 

There will be 18 bars 
and restaurants at Resorts 
World including TGI Fri¬ 
day’s and Pizza Express and 
new names such as the Ro- 
bata Bar and Grill special¬ 
ising in Asian cuisine, the 
New York influenced High 
Line Bar and Lounge and 
the World Bar located oppo¬ 
site the Genting Arena. 

Resorts World Birming¬ 
ham will also play host to 
the Genting International 
Casino which opens on Oc¬ 
tober 26, as well as confer¬ 
ence and banqueting facility 
the VOX. 

Latest information on 
www.resortsworldbirming 
ham.co.uk website. 





Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 


Home 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 
Tel: 0121 429 3186 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 

www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Offering you nursing experience and expertise in 
our idyllic country retreat ensuring your stay with 
us feels like home from home. 


Nursing 
































Popular Price town history book 
draws 2,000 to launch at church 


MORE than 2,000 history buffs 
took a trip down memory lane at 
the launch of a new book cele¬ 
brating the history of West Bro¬ 
mwich. 

People packed into Wesley Methodist 
Church, in High Street, on to pick up 
a copy of the book, called West Brom¬ 
wich Remembered. 

It has been researched and written by 
historian Terry Price, aged 76, and features 
more than 300 images of the town and sur¬ 
rounding areas in days gone by. 

Mr Price was on hand at the launch to 
sign copies of the book and answer any 
questions. 

And he was joined at the event by histo¬ 
rian and Express & Star columnist Profes¬ 
sor Carl Chinn who chatted with visitors for 
more than three hours. 

People shared their stories of the town in 
the past and looked through the book remi¬ 
niscing over old times and pointing out peo- 


MEMORY LANE 


Report bv Lee Watton 


pie they knew. Around 1,500 copies of the 
book were sold at the launch event which 
Mr Price said was ‘absolutely fantastic’. 

Among the images in the book, which has 
taken around two years to compile, is a shot 
of the Lewisham Hotel taken in 1961. It is 
now the Desi Junction. 

Other selections include events that took 
place in the town to celebrate the corona¬ 
tion of Queen Elizabeth II on June 2, 1953, 
such as Dorothy Horton being crowned by 
West Bromwich mayor John Davies in Boul¬ 
ton Square. 

Another shows bomb damage in Clive 
Street during the Second World War and 
the unveiling of the town’s first war memo¬ 
rial in 1919. There are also photographs of 
Wesley Methodist Church, which was the 
venue for the book launch, as seen at differ¬ 
ent stages throughout its history. 


Mr Price, who has self-published the 
book, said he was delighted with the recep¬ 
tion it had received. 

“We had around 2,000 people come 
through during the day and around 1,500 
copies were sold. It was absolutely fantas¬ 
tic,” he said. 

Stories 

“Carl chatted to residents and also signed 
the books. People shared their stories of the 
town with us both. It was a lovely event.” 

People unable to attend the launch can 
still get a copy of the book by calling Mr 
Price on 01922 635891, and it is available 
to anyone who inquires for the discount 
price of £9.99. 

It is the eighth volume to have been writ¬ 
ten by Mr Price since 2000 - and his last, at 
least for the time being. 

“I think this will be the final book I will 
do. I have said this after the last few vol¬ 
umes, but people have since convinced me 
to do another. So I never say never,” he 
said. “However I think I am ready to retire 


from it now. I am really pleased people 
have enjoyed all my books so much and they 
have definitely built up a following. 

“If I do change my mind and decide to 
write another I am going to take a nice long 
rest first.” 

His previous works include three volumes 
on Great Bridge with the remaining books 
focusing on West Bromwich. 

Mr Price, who worked as a TV engineer 
for many years, said it took around two 
years to research and compile the books. 

Mr Price said he had been interested in 
history since he was at school and his par¬ 
ents had nurtured this. 

“Really my interest in history stems from 
my parents,” he said. 

“They were born in 1897 and 1899 so 
they were able to tell me a lot about what 
the area was like during the early part of 
the 20th century when they were growing 
up.” 

Mr Price said donations would be made 
to charities in the area from the proceeds 
of the book. 


Dorothy Horton ‘crowned’ by Mayor John Davies in Boulton Square on June 2,1953 


Wesley Methodist Church in 1906 with a new frontage 


The unveiling of the town’s first war memorial at the Victory Club in 1919 


The fire service of 1882 at Crowthers Yard, Paradise Street 


Terry Price with Professor Carl Chinn, guest at the launch 



■r Replace the ^ 
Existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
k room you can use . 
\^all year round^A 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON OCTOBER INSTALLATIONS 

_ \ \ / \ n 4 ^ 1 H Windows & 

/ )v/i ri \y A\i M Conservatories, f jfj 

r€j I _ 1 ^■Orangeries, Porches, 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Fasciasr&l Soffit rBoards 


Guardian 

Warm Root 


VERY 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


Every window and 
conservatory is custom made 
to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience 
and know how than Rydale, 
and that’s why we have 
been in business for more 
than 30 years. 


ULTIIE SECURITY GUARANTEE 

i i ■ 


Rydaleltakejsecurity, 


very seriously Gi d 


tigh ; entity 


on ALL products 


Make the RIGHT decision this Autumn and give Rydale a ring... 


Open Weekdays; 9am to 5.30pm 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Half-baked 

celebrity 

television 

treatment 


A NEW business operating in the West 
Midlands is offering a table service with 
a difference, staffed entirely with “top¬ 
less or semi-naked butlers”. The mus¬ 
cle-bound beefcakes pictured in the 
adverts aren’t really my thing, but I’m 
prepared to be tolerant. As long as it’s an 
equal opportunities employer, of course. 
■ ■■ 

MUCH as I hate the nanny state telling 
us what to do, I dutifully complied and 
headed for Tesco at the weekend with a 
“bag for life” dangling off the hook at the 
back of my trolley. And after less than 10 
minutes in the store, having left the trolley 
unattended for just a few seconds, it was 
gone. 

Bags for life? Mine lasted one week. 

■ ■■ 

AS Alan Sugar returns for another se¬ 
ries of The Apprentice, he has immedi¬ 
ately stepped into controversy by saying 
that nobody in the UK can truly describe 
themselves as poor if they have got mo¬ 
bile phones, microwave ovens and tele¬ 
visions. 

Yes, it might stick in the craw being lec¬ 
tured on poverty from a billionaire. And he 
didn’t help himself with his ignorant, ge¬ 
ographically prejudiced aside that there 
may be “some people up north who are 
poor”. But he is right, isn’t he? 

Mobile phones, microwaves and flat- 
screen TVs are all luxury items which we 
all managed perfectly well without just a 
few years ago. 

I’m sure there are some genuinely poor 
people in the UK, and as a country we 
have a duty to give them all the support 
they need. But not many. 

Many of the people who claim to be 
poor today would have been considered 
comfortably well-to-do just a generation 
ago, and struggling to pay for life’s lux¬ 
uries is not the same as living in poverty. 

Describing everybody who simply hap¬ 
pens be on a below-average income as 
“poor” not only cheapens the word. It is 
also a grave insult to those who truly are 
in need. 


MEANWHILE, on Sunday BBC2 
screened a programme about the history 
of Aston Martin. Now had it been front¬ 
ed by a motoring expert, somebody who 
knows, for example, that you can’t de¬ 
scribe a car from the 1960s as ‘vintage’, 
then it would probably have been very 
good. 

But it wasn’t. It was presented by Paul 
Hollywood, who is a baker. So there was 
very little fresh insight into the subject 
matter, but a lot about him. 

I know everyone is obsessed with 
the ‘Bake Off’ at the moment, but does 
every programme really need the celebri¬ 
ty treatment? Once in a while, it would be 
nice to hear from somebody who actually 
knows what they are talking about. 



Proud of his roots, Oldbury’s Frank Skinner Wednesbury poet laureate, Brendan Hawthorne Acclaimed Walsall poet, solicitor, Ian Henery Walsall’s most famous son, Noddy Holder 


Showing the werld 
ow to spake proper 


CASTLE GATE ISLAND 



If yowm saft enuff ter 
cum dahn ere agooin 
wum. yowr tay ull 
be spile't !! 

Investing in the future of 
Dudley Borough 

Made in S^otUntl by D** Organ with tne ala 
oi* i 3Uuk Country Dictionary 

The famous sign from some years ago, at roadworks in Dudley - can you understand the message? 



SOME FAVOURITE WORDS AND SAYINGS 


Bostin - meaning ‘something 
to boast about’, it’s brilliant 
Aer kid - friendly term for a 
family member, typically a 
younger sibling 
Argy-bargy - having an argu¬ 
ment or disagreement 
Mucker - a close friend 


Noggin - head 
Havin a loff - sharing a joke 
with your mates 
Ow bin ya? - first thing you 
say when meeting your friend 
in the pub to ask how they are 
Round the Wrekin - taking the 
long way round 


Blarting - crying or sobbing 
Babby - baby, often short- 
enend to bab, as an alternative 
to ‘love’ or ‘dear’ as in ‘ow bin 
ya, bab?’ 

It’s a bit black over Bill’s 
mother’s -the sky in the 
distance is dark with rain 


Ar, it’s bostin’ to be a Black 
Country mon, or wench, says 

CLARE BUTLER, as our 

unique dialect is celebrated 

OW am ya? Fancy a loff and a 
chance to show the werld ow ter 
spake proper? 

The Black Country dialect - it’s bostin’ 
ay it? And now our most popular sayings 
and slang terms are coming under the 
spotlight in National Dialect Weekend. 

This year it will be Wednesbury hosting the 
annual event, with activities this week and 
over the weekend, featuring live music, sto¬ 
ries and poems showcasing the huge range of 
English dialects. 

The dulcet tones of Scousers, Mancunians, 
Mackems and Geordies will be ringing out 
alongside the Black Country tongue. Not, of 
course, to be confused with the neighbouring 
Birmingham accent. 

There is nothing worse for a proud Black 
Country mon than being labelled a Brummie. 

The accent often gets labelled ‘thick’, 
wrongly and unfairly. There’s a certain know¬ 
ing quality to a line delivered in a Black Coun¬ 
try twang. Take comedian Frank Skinner, for 
instance. “When I was a kid I ran everywhere. 
Do kids still run these days? I thought all that 
glue sniffing might have slowed them down,” 
he says. 

Snooty 

In the cut glass, received pronunciation 
tones of a London toff it would sound snooty, 
prejudiced and ignorant. But we know what 
Oldbury-raised Frank’s saying. He’s one of us. 

Or how about Noddy Holder’s old Banks’s 
beer advert. “You can save your thankses, 
I’ll have a pint of Banks’s.” Grammatically it 
should have every English teacher screaming. 

But not around here, it makes perfect sense. 

This year’s National Dialect Weekend takes 
place from October 16 to 18. Dialect experts 
from around the country will be sharing their 
traditions and taking part in competitions and 
entertainment at Wednesbury Town Hall, 
featuring the first official Poet Laureate of 
Wednesbury, Brendan Hawthorne. The fes¬ 
tivities kicked off last week, with a play, An 
Ox’s Tail, which was performed by its author, 
Walsall poet, and solicitor, Ian Henery. 

Brendan says: “The richness of language 
is to be celebrated and what better stage 


than the recently refurbished Town Hall in 
Wednesbury. We have a line-up of Black Coun¬ 
try-based entertainment on Friday, starting 
at 7pm. We have competitions, followed by an 
evening of national entertainment on Satur¬ 
day from 10am until 10pm and a guided walk 
on Sunday morning with local historian Ian 
Bott, meeting at 9.30am at Wednesbury Town 
Hall. Come along it’ll be hostin’.” 

National Dialect Day began over 10 years 
ago by the then Chairman of the Lancashire 
Society Sid Calderbank who enjoyed travelling 
around the country performing Lancashire di¬ 


alect songs and stories. Other dialect enthusi¬ 
asts showed an interest and got involved and it 
became and annual event. Now extended to a 
weekend it travels round the country celebrat¬ 
ing the best of Britain’s dialects. As a precur¬ 
sor to the weekend, Brendan organised three 
events under the title A Street Full of Dialect 
at Wednesbury Library, looking at dialects 
from further afield. 

The first was last Wednesday and involved 
Chinese dance, literature and songs performed 
in Mandarin and Cantonese by the Chinese 
Community Centre of Birmingham, with ex¬ 


tracts of the play An Ox’s Tail. The weekend 
itself will features the best Black Country fit- 
tie - faggots and peas, ‘grey paes un baercon’ 
with a vegetarian option if pre-ordered. 

There will be a presentation on ‘The Mer¬ 
cian Tung’ and a trophy for the best piece of 
writing in the Black Country dialect.It’s 18 
years since Dudley Council decided to lighten 
the mood for drivers caught in the roadworks 
at Castle Gate with a sign that said: “If yowm 
saft enuff ter cum dahn ‘ere agooin wum, yowr 
tay ull be spile’t!!” 

It didn’t really matter that anyone visiting 
from almost anywhere else in the country 
wouldn’t have had a clue what it meant. 

The thing about the Black Country dialect 
is that we’ve always known what it is we’re 
saying, even if no-one else does. 

Now at least, on home turf, we can pit our¬ 
selves against the pretenders who claim theirs 
is the best dialect in Britain. 

We know we’m hostin’, now it’s toime to 
shew it aer kid. 

* For further details and to register an 
interest in the National Dialect Week¬ 
end email Brendan Hawthorne on moon- 
crow@blueyonder.co.uk 

SO, how well do you know the Black Country 
dialect? A little quiz for you... 

1. What is a ‘wench’? A) An adjustable spanner 

B) A woman C) A mood 

2. What is a ‘cakehole’ ? A) A bakery B) A tin 

C) A mouth 

3. If one is admiring another person’s ‘clob¬ 
ber’, what are they referring to? A) Clothes B) 

Fighting skills C) Tools 

4. If it’s ‘hostin’ it is... A) Broken B) Great C) At 

bursting point 

5. What is a ‘bob-owler’? A) A moth B) A horn 

C) An alarm D) A hat 

6. A ‘cut’ is what? A) An injury B) A cake C) A 

canal 

7. ‘Donnies’ are what? A) Hands B) Kebabs C) 

Men 

8. If someone is ‘yampy’ they are... A) Mad B) 

Whiney C) Sad 

9. If someone is ‘half-soaked’ they are... A) 

Violent B) Drunk C) Slow-witted or lazy 
10. A ‘fizzog’ is what? A) A face B) A sweet C) 
A drink 
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AUTUMN SALE 

Show site open 
7 days a week 
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Old Buildings Removed 
Asbestos Disposal 
Base Laying Service 
Free Quotations 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 



Fitted prices from 

6ft x 4ft £239 
7ft X 5ft £269 
8ft x 6ft £299 


Concrete 

Garages 


Summer 

Houses 


Fitted prices from 
Single^Garage f^VjQ Q 

Double Garage oo ooo 
16 ft x 16 ft 


Fitted prices from 

| 7ft x 5ft £575 
8ft x 6ft £685 
8ft x 8ft £745 


Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms 



Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Q Huge Range Q Made To Measure Service Q Lined & Insulated Options © Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 

























































Maintenance not monuments needed 


REGARDING the artist’s impression of the 
sculpture at the Grange Road Island to cost 
in excess of £35,000. 

Whilst this island is certainly in need of 
urgent improvement, I doubt that such a 
sculpture will ‘be an improved image for 
motorists on their way into town’. How will 
it allow visibility for drivers? 

Many of the traffic islands and central 
reservations in and around Halesowen are 
neglected. 

The islands at the top and bottom of 
Mucklow Hill have grass growing through 


the surface, weeds and grass should be 
cleared from the central reservation on 
the A456 and along The Queensway into 
Halesowen. This would surely create an im¬ 
proved image. 

If such routine maintenance work can¬ 
not be carried out due to lack of funds, why 
should the public of Halesowen be expected 
to rise to an appeal to fund a sculpture com¬ 
missioned by the Chamber of Trade without 
public consultation? 

J SMITH 

Halesowen 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


wolves scout was a 
true football man 


Memories 
of eccentric 
pub crimes 

YOUR recent letter con¬ 
cerning the Gipsys Tent pub 
brought back memories of 
when it was owned and run 
by the wonderfully eccen¬ 
tric brothers Don and Bert 
Millard. 

The lure of cheap rough 
cider and a clientele of local 
eccentrics and students 
gave rise to many happy if 
hazily remembered nights 
at the Gipsys Tent. 

Bannings were a regular 
occurrence for crimes such 
as attempting to play the 
stools as bagpipes and, the 
most heinous of all, putting 
coal on the fire without per¬ 
mission. 

Thankfully most ban¬ 
nings came with a fixed 
time limit according to the 
severity of the ‘crime’ — al¬ 
though local folklore has it 
that Robert Plant, the local 
rock star, was banned for 
life. 

Although the atmosphere 
of the pub could never be 
recreated, it would be nice 
to keep the exterior facade 
as a reminder to the many 
people with fond memories 
of this wonderful pub. 

D BAILEY 

Oldbury 


I WAS saddened to read 
of the passing of former 
Wolves talent scout Geoff 
Blackwell, a football man 
who loved the game and had 
great enthusiasm for it. 

Geoff spent many years as 
a scout for the academy as 
well being a valuable mem¬ 
ber of support staff, always 
willing to help the Wolves 
operation, be it scouting or 
driving players to and from 
the airport for the club. 

It was always a pleasure 
to spend time in Geoff’s 
company and enjoy conver¬ 
sation, the only topic being 
football. 

I used to listen intently 
to the many stories on what 
life was like working with 
Ron Jukes and other foot¬ 
ball personalities. 

Not only did he know the 


professional game inside out 
he also knew the non-league 
scene inside out too. 

I remember being in¬ 
troduced to Geoff by the 
then Wolves academy di¬ 
rector Chris Evans for 
the first time one evening 
down at Aldersley Stadium 
and straight away he said 
‘you’re the Halesowen Town 
physiotherapist ’. 

He had obviously spotted 
me on his visit to the Grove 
to watch players - an eye for 
detail if ever there was one. 
We started talking football 
and from that day on he be¬ 
came a valuable friend and 
colleague. 

A true football man 
and Wolves through and 
through. 

GAVIN BLACKWELL 

Tipton 


Car parks 
could be free 

JUST who do Sandwell 
Council think they are try¬ 
ing to fool? The car parks 
used to be free and were ex¬ 
tensively used by shoppers. 

Sandwell Council made 
them ‘pay and display’ car 
parks with the result that 
they then became less well 
used and, now, surplus to 
requirements. 

If these car parks were 
once again made to be free, 
the car parks would, once 
more, be extensively used 
and traders might see an 
increase in their customer 
base. Cradley Heath is al¬ 
ready a dying shopping cen¬ 
tre with many empty shop 
units. The Tesco car park is 
for its customers. 

The whole exercise was 
instigated by Sandwell 
Council to provide justifica¬ 
tion for selling off the land. 

Shoppers with cars are 
going to shun pay car parks 
when they were once free. 

M WALKER 
Cradley Heath 

Will he mind 
anachronism? 

PETER Rhodes complains 
about the linguistic anach¬ 
ronisms of Downton Abbey. 
Perhaps he should turn his 
attention to an author who 
presents historical figures 
using language from years 
after their time. What are 
we to make of an author 
who presents King Henry 
V at Agincourt (1415) and 
King John (reigned 1199- 
1216) speaking the English 
of the late 16th Century? 
Absurdly he depicts Gaius 
Julius Caesar, assassinated 
44BC, speaking English. 
This blunderer was some 
bloke from Stratford. 

AT HARRISON 
Walsall 


Doesn’t MP support cuts 
from his own Government? 

I SEE James Morris MP is back with his double standards. 
He has a petition against the closure of Halesowen police 
station. These closures are as a result of the cuts, which he 
and his Government voted for! If he really had our interest 
at heart, he would have fought to have more funding not 
cuts twice as deep as in low crime areas. What does he sug¬ 
gest the police do, cut down even more on officers? 

MS B MCQUILLAN 
via email 


Impressed by care shown 
to an elderly customer 

I WAS Hawne Sub Post Office when an elderly lady be¬ 
came faint and would have collapsed had she not been sup¬ 
ported by myself and another customer. How impressed I 
was by the care and help offered by the post office staff and 
by staff from Hawne Chemists next door, who even took 
the lady home. It is these kinds of local business which 
make Halesowen such a pleasant place to live. 

MRS NIKKI COPITCH 

Halesowen 



Fop Up 

Vintage Fair 

A Loaves 'n' Fishes Fundraising Event 



Wednesday 


28 


October 


►j 


1PM - 8PM 


Benjamins, Birmingham Street, 
Halesowen, B63 3HN 


All Things Vintage 


Out Of The Dust Vintage Fair Loaves W Fishes 

www.loavesnfishes.co.uk 



DURHAM LUMIERE 3 Haworth Chris 


Britain's largest festival of light 


14 NOV 

2 DAYS £ 79.95 




Pa“chrirtmasMa H rke d t e s sMTdEC 

2 DAYS £ 69.95 



Plus Exeter Christmas Market 28 NOV, 5,12 DEC 
PARTY NIGHT IN HOTEL 2 DAYS £65 


CHRISTMAS MARKET TRIPLE BILL 


Markets 27 NOV, 11 DEC 
2 FOR 1 DRINKS 6.9pm(i & cap P i y ) 3 DAYS £ 99.95 


2 FORI DRINKS 6-9pn 


Plus Llandudno Party Weekend 2 0 NOV ' 

PARTY NIGHT IN HOTEL 3 DAYS £ 89.95 



DEPARTING 

22 Nov Tom Jones - Llandudno & Chester Xmas Markets 
29 Nov Michael Ruble ■ Manchester S Diversion Xmas Markets 
29 Nov Rod Stewart ■ leads S York St Nicholas Fayre 
6 Dec Michael Ruble ■ Leeds S York St Nicholas Fayre 
6 Dec Elvis ■ Manchester S Skiptorr Xmas Markets 
6 Dec ABBA - Buxton & Chester Xmas Markets 
13 Dec Freddie Mercury - Manchester S Skipton Xmas Markets 
13 Dec Elton John - Leeds & York St Nicholas Fayre 


IfllEOFUXMSrt 

\ $\s\eoQStyety Train 

\ Halt board I 


lOHIN £ 


Traoelstyle 

Wles more smikes 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 





By order of the principals of Midland 
Furniture Sales in connection with 
Bed City. Specialist 
Buyers of New, Discontinued and 
Bankrupt Furniture and Beds 


Ml 


OF SALE 


We are a specialist company, Disposing of Brand 
New and Display Furniture. Direct to the public with 
huge discounts off normal retail or internet prices. 

We have on offer to clear 
£50,000 NEW DISCONTINUED AND 
BANKRUPT FURNITURE AND BEDS 

We open for 3 days only per week for selling. 


OPEN THIS FRIDAY 16th 12 NOON TILL 6 PM 
FOR VIEWING AND PRE ORDER SALES. 

OPEN THIS SATURDAY 17th 
10 AM TILL 4 PM FOR GENERAL SALES 

OPEN SUNDAY 18th 11 AM TILL 4 PM 
FOR FINAL CLEARANCE OFFERS 


This SALE in our new Blackheath branch will 
comprise of a very large quantity of wardrobes, 
chests of drawers, tall boys, dressing tables, 
bedside chests and cupboards, dressing stools, 
mirrors etc. All of modern/latest design/styles 
and colours. All goods are on display and can be 
removed from the sale at time purchase, stored free 
of charge for future delivery or collection. Delivery 
arrangements can be made. A small deposit 
secures any sale item on day of sale. 

Also on sale will be a large quantity of BEDS & 
MATTRESSES odd HEADBOARDS, MIRRORS, 
VARIOUS SIZES AND STYLES, WALL AND 
FREE STANDING, PICTURES (LARGE RANGE) 
ODD CHAIRS....OTHER CLEARANCE ITEMS!! 
All to go regardless of cost. 

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A FIXED PRICE 
VASTLY REDUCED SALE. 

Direct to the public NOT AN AUCTION. 
GOODS WILL BE SOLD ON A 
FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS. 

Examples of starting prices. 

Wardrobes from £50, Bedside Chests from £25, 
Mirrors from £15, Mattresses from £45, 

Beds (double) from £90 all at 1/2 price or less, 
50% plus discount! 

Exceptional discounted prices. Any sensible and 
reasonable offers will be considered. 

Sale to be held at: 
MIDLAND FURNITURE SALES 
Long Lane Industrial Estate, 
Shell Corner, Long Lane, 
Blackheath B62 9LD 
Tel: 07772 046121 
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Call Dudley's Winter Warmth Support Service to arrange a 
free home visit to: 

• test your boiler and heating appliances to make sure they are working properly 

• assist with getting your boiler and gas fire serviced 

• assist with setting your heating thermostat and timer 

• advise on energy discounts 

• check that you are on the best tariff and assist with switching 

• advise on keeping warm and keeping well 

• provide energy saving tips 

insulation * boilers * blankets * heaters * hot water bottles 
can also be provided (criteria apply to all). 

Dont caliVsir^ 01384 817086 

keep warm, 
keepwell 

Winter warmth support service 




A. A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

WE SELL NEW/GRADED 
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 

WASHING MACHINES | TUMBLE DRYERS | DISHWASHERS 
FRIDGE FREEZERS | FRIDGES 


Take the pane away 
from fitting blinds 

COMMERCIAL 
FEATURE 


QUEEN Blinds has estab¬ 
lished itself as one of the 
West Midlands’ leading blinds 
manufacturer and supplier. 

We have built our reputation 
with our uncompromising focus 
on customer service, being one of 
the only manufacturers to main¬ 
tain our commitment to deliver¬ 
ing all orders within the best pos¬ 
sible time. 

Please take a look through our web¬ 
site to appreciate just how comprehen¬ 
sive our product range is. 

Queen blinds offers a complete de¬ 
sign and fit service. 

We are not just a blinds retailer, we 
provide you with a complete blind fit¬ 
ting service. 

Design 

This starts with a free, no obligation 
quotation. 

One of our experienced agents will 
visit you on site and will measure your 
windows. 

He or she will then offer you a help¬ 
ful advisory discussion regarding the 
fabric and design of your choice from 
the samples offered including bespoke 
blinds. 

We then manufacture the blinds 
ourselves and install them safely and 
securely in your home. 

We provide made to measure win¬ 
dow blinds that completely combine 
the function of a vertical blind and the 
control of the light. 

We provide you with a broad choice 
of transparent, blackout fabrics, alu¬ 
minium and PVC louvres. 


IV 





Vertical blinds are among those on 



Queen supplies and fits Roman blinds 


The fabric louvres are available in 
89mm only and are presented in a 
wide range of colours. 

Please visit our Facebook page 
for our positive feedback and recom- 



Queen roller blinds are a winner 



Maybe Venetian blinds are your 


mendations. Our customers have left 
excellent reviews because we provide 
excellent workmanship coupled with 
outstanding customer service from 
start to finish. 



ALL AVAILABLE 

AT AMAZING 

PRICES 


9 * 


(|)noesn 


SAMSUNG 


OPEN TO THE 
TRADE AND PUBLIC 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B6B 4RG 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 Mob: 07872 606 363 

Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 


17 Banner Street, Cradley Heath, B63 2SL 

Tel 01384 413590 


Roller Blinds 

3 for£119 


60 ” X 60 ” 


Venetian Roman, Raljer. Vert cat VelwrRfoeted 

Fitted within S days ^ ” 

—OPEWB DAYS A WEEIC 
^B.30AM TILL 7PM; "3 — 



Full 

Conservatory 
Blinds Fitted 

£189 

Vertical Only 


measuring; 

& FITTING * 

12 Afonth Guarantee Terms A Condltfons Apply * 


FREEPHONE 

07707 435964 www.queenblmds.coi* 0800 907 8631 
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Don’t lego of chance 
to win show tickets 


COMPETITION 


WHAT do Doctor Who’s Tardis, Lord of 
the Ring’s Gandalf, the seven wonders 
of the world, a woolly mammoth and 
three million LEGO bricks have in com¬ 
mon? They’ll all be at BRICK 2015, the 
UK’s biggest LEGO show when it debuts 
at Birmingham’s NEC from October 29 
to November 1. 

Celebrating all things LEGO, BRICK 
creates a haven for fans of all ages 
with amazing builds, interactive 
features and live LEGO building as 
well as some amazing LEGO models 
that have never been seen in the UK 
before. 

Master builder and founder of 
BRICK 2015 Warren Elsmore will be 
bringing the Wonders of the World to 
the NEC including likes of the Great 
Wall of China, Stonehenge and the 
Grand Canyon. There will also be 
amazing creations from professional 
LEGO builders Bright Bricks, who will 
be bringing a life-size woolly mam¬ 
moth and sabre-toothed tiger that 
have to been seen to be believed. 

More than three million LEGO 
blocks in huge ‘BRICK Pits’ will 
encourage people of all ages to play 
and start building their own creation or 
they can help work on a larger build. 

There’s also the world’s biggest 
consumer gaming area for the new 
LEGO Dimensions video game, a 
live stage filled with LEGO themed 
family fun, Guinness World Record 
attempts, a fantastic LEGO shop from 
Toys’R’Us, a LEGO Museum and a 
brilliant range of LEGO gifts and col¬ 
lectibles in BRICK Lane. 

BRICK 2015 will be held from Thurs¬ 
day, October 29 to Sunday November 
1 at Birmingham’s NEC. Ticket prices 
start at £20 in advance with some VIP 
tickets still available. For more infor¬ 
mation as well as booking details, visit 
www.brick2015.com 



A woolly mammoth created entirely from bricks will be one of the attractions 



A Lord of the Rings scene - in Lego 



The Chronicle has teamed up 
with the organisers to offer a total of 
10 pairs of tickets to BRICK 2015. 

To stand a chance of winning, just 
answer this simple question. 

Which master builder is the found¬ 
er of BRICK 2015? 

Send your answers, with your 
name, address and daytime contact 
number to: Brick competition, 
Chronicle series, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
Closing date is October 21. 

Usual Chronicle rules apply. 



Transform Your Conservatory Into A Comfortable All Year Round 
Living Space With A Choices Solid Conservatory Warm Roof 


Unfortunately the ‘traditional’ 
conservatory polycarbonate roof 
offers no insulation properties at 
all making the ‘too hot too cold’ 
scenario only too common. Most 
of the sun’s heat is conducted in 
the summer into the room making 
it unpleasantly hot for normal 
use and conversely in the winter 
months it can be virtually impos¬ 
sible to keep most conservatories 
warm because the roof allows 
any heat to escape. 


LU 

CO 


1/3 


OFF 


CELEBRATION OFFER 

BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR 

0% Interest FREE 


G/wcced* 

(•com zzs turn. a ram n 


CALL TODAY 0121-557 7228 


www.choiceswindows.co.uk 

Sedgley RoasO West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 



t/ie 

KITCHEN MAKEOVER 



• CONSERVATORY AND 
ORANGERIES PROFESSIONALLY 
CLEANED 

• GUTTER, FASCIAS, SOFFITS 
CLEANED AND FLUSHED CLEAR * WE ALS0 SEAL, REPAIR, 

• WINDOW FRAMES AND RELAY BLOCK PAVING 

PORCHES DEEP CLEANED AND PATIO AREAS 



DOH’JIMISSIBPTi 
OM TH iSIFANTAS TIC 
(ORR ORTUNITiYi 
CmiNOW 


osmssm 


KTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 
Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 



Why choose Cherry? 

© Avoid the upheaval and expense of replacing your cabinets 
© Transform your kitchen - a simple door change to a complete makeover 
© Retain your cabinets - avoid waste, save money & help the environment! 

© The latest selection of Kitchen door designs and styles 
© Huge choice of worktops from Laminate to Granite and Quartz 
© A vast choice of top brand appliances to choose from 
© A beautiful range of quality luxury flooring available 
© Average installation only 2 to 3 days - less mess, less fuss, half the cost! 

© Your local Kitchen Makeover Specialist - Approved by the Consumer 
Protection Association for your total peace of mind 
© Rubbish removed from site AYel 

© Full replacement kitchen service also available 


ON STOURBRIDGE RING ROAD (next to Aldi). 

Viewing by appointment, please call 01384 390 898 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR 

FREE 28-page colour brochure or 
FREE no-obligation survey & quotation 



01384 395 799 
0800 633 5337 


IhfiM ^ 


www.cherry-kitchens.co.uk 
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Midlands Manufacture] 


0vei\50,000 sq ft factory 


VISITS 

ARRANGED 


FREE 

jL^m/ i ESTIMATES 


Chatsworth House, 
Hayes Lane, Lye, 

Nr Stourbridge DY 9 8 RD 


www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 
IV/SA Op en Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 


*ASK FOR DETAILS 


l)RiTOT50% r OFF 


Conservatories 


wpi-anda/ Al Fresco Dining/ Carport 


HIGHSPEC 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM 

Rood End Rd., Oldbury B68 8SF 


Windows & Conservatories 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 °Z'ZZF 

FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 8 M a °". 6p F : 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk / hispec-sales§outlook.com sat & sun 

*Terms&Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted lOaitl “ 4pm 


35 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
1000’s of Fabrics 
Prompt Efficent Service 
Discount for OAP’s 


Debut by Black 
Country rockers 



Black Country band EofE with Tom Harris of Dudley (centre) have a self-titled debut 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


by Leon Buralowski 


BLACK Country band EofE 
(so-called because the name 
East of Eden was already tak¬ 
en) are maturing nicely with a 
muscular rock sound on their 
eponymous album that could 
appeal to Slam Dunkers into 
the likes of You Me At Six. 

Originally EofE were a rather awk¬ 
ward-looking outfit pitched towards a 
pop audience, getting their first break 
supporting McBusted. I remember 
a bizarre mash up of Billie Jean with 
Smells Like Teen Spirit at the LG Arena. 

But they’ve beefed up and their de¬ 
but LP is aimed at an audience with 
real tattoos rather than wash-off tats. 

What they still miss, however, is a 
killer tune, though Y.O.U and Ruins 
come close. Dudley’s Tom Harris is a 
decent singer, the songs have good 
melodies and the guitars crash nicely. 
But this won’t be the breakthrough. 

Brummie rock legends Duran Duran 
return with their 14th studio album, Pa¬ 
per Gods, with a whole host of guest 
stars and a sound that is contemporary 
whilst also nodding to their 80s roots. 

It’s a patchy offering rather than a 
rip-roaring return to form but has bril¬ 
liant flashes of the old Duran Duran 
magic. These include synth and strings 
gem Face For Today and fine vocals by 
Simon Le Bon on What Are The Chanc¬ 
es and The Universe Alone (hints of Or¬ 
dinary World melancholy). 

The highly infectious single Pressure 
Off benefits from Nile Rodgers contrib¬ 
uting choppy Chic-style guitar, a vocal 
from Janelle Monae (her second great 
guest appearance after Paolo Nutini’s 
last album) and a liberal sprinkling of 
Mark Ronson’s Uptown Funk influence. 


Other guests include Kiesza on Last 
Night In The City and Lindsay Lohan 
on the dismal Danceophobia (it sounds 
like a title Peter Andre would come up 
with). But best female vocal comes 
from the band’s own backing singer 
Anna Ross, given a chance to shine 
alongside Le Bon on Butterfly Girl. 

Duran Duran return to their home city 
on December 4 for a gig at the Genting 
Arena. 

Essex band Nothing But Thieves 

have already got the stadium-ready 
rock anthems on their impressive 
self-titled debut and benefit from a 
barnstorming vocal performance from 
singer Conor Mason, whose emoting is 
on a par with Matt Bellamy. In fact the 
Southend lads supported Muse at their 
big Rome show. 

The fiery, yearning Itch shows the 
five-piece at their best while other 
highlights include slinky rocker Draw¬ 
ing Pins, the operatic Excuse Me, pus 
Painkiller and If I Get High. 

Check them out if you like Muse or 
Florence and the Machine, and catch 
them live at The Rainbow in Digbeth on 
October 28. 


Summer festival favourites Rudi- 
mental pack solid beats and have an 
awesome array of guest singers (from 
rising star Ella Eyre to reggae veteran 
Max Romeo) on We The Generation 
but their second album lacks character, 
sounding like a club compilation. Ed 
Sheeran provides highlights with Blood 
Stream and Lay It All On Me. 

New Order return with their first al¬ 
bum in ten years, Music Complete, 
having lost one member (bassist Peter 
Hook) and regained an old one (key¬ 
boardist Gillian Gilbert). The album 
has contributions from The Chemical 
Brothers, Iggy Pop, Brandon Flowers 
and La Roux’s Elly Jackson but that 
doesn’t dilute its New Order feel. 

Singularity hints at Joy Division dark¬ 
ness, People On The High Line recalls 
Hacienda hedonism and The Game is 
elegant electro-pop. New Order are in 
concert at Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
on November 24. 

Sheffield’s Richard Hawley returns 
to what he does best, mellow, moody 
and melancholy ballads with a 50s 
twang on Hollow Meadows. He’s at 
The Institute in Digbeth on October 27. 





Qlind.5 


Vertical Blind Spec 


www.designa-blinds.com 
Tel: 0121 293 7119 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems 
Full Range of Fabrics FdbriCS 

only 

Fast Reliable Service §p y/Qg 
Competitive Pricing dVdlldblQ 


Conservatories from £275 
Average Semi £300 



”^^”11 Homes r 

WALTON CL _ I 

JWolverhamptoiTRoad jr Rose & Crown^^ 


IOME CARE 


TOO BUSY FOR HOUSEWORK? 

Can't keep up with the jobs that need doing? 
Or just want to spend more time with the family? 

WHY NOT LET US HELP OUT? 

No job is too big or too small for us to do. We offer weekly, 
monthly or even just one off cleans. 

We offer a full house cleaning service so with just one call 
all your household chores can be dealt with. 

We offer competitive rates, our staff are all fully experienced 
and we are fully insured. 

So why not give us a call and see how we can help? 

-CONTACT BECKY ON ——- 

0800 6440118 Mobile: 07946 883108 



PLUMBMASTER 


•Complete central • Showers 

heating and parts • Kitchen Units 

available • Fascias & guttering 

* Taps * Towel rails • Bathroom Suites 

©as sras] ©afia^ 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL (next to Newman University College) 
Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


















































































Black Country law firm's 
celebration of 140 years 


BLACK Country law firm Higgs & 
Sons celebrated its past and looked 
to the future as it hosted two events 
to mark its 140th anniversary. 

Around 500 guests joined the so¬ 
licitors at events at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum in Dudley and 
the Library of Birmingham. 

“Celebrating 140 years is a special 
occasion for any organisation,” said 
Paul Hunt, managing partner. 

“We are extremely proud of our 
Black Country roots and we have 
always enjoyed a strong connection 
with Birmingham and the wider 
West Midlands. These events reflect 
and celebrate this affinity to our re¬ 
gion and the part we have played in 
its development over the past 140 
years.” 

Higgs & Sons’ anniversary events 
were organised around the theme of 
‘proud of our past, passionate about 


our future’ and the museum event 
celebrated the firm’s heritage, with 
guests able to go back in time to ex¬ 
perience the region as it was at the 
time of Higgs’ founding. 

The Birmingham event looked 
more to the future at the iconic new 
library at Centenary Square. 

“We have come a long way since 
1875,” said Nick Moxon, senior part¬ 
ner at the firm who addressed guests 
at the event. “We are now over 240 
strong with a full range of legal ser¬ 
vices all housed in our state of the 
art headquarters at the Waterfront 
in Brierley Hill. 

“Higgs & Sons has seen contin¬ 
ual growth throughout its history 
and as we celebrate our 140th anni¬ 
versary with clients and colleagues 
from across the region and beyond, 
the firm is in an excellent position.” 



Guests Juliette Smith, Sarah Moss, Julia Lowe, Lucy Obrey and Jo Denning meet a vintage policema 


Beauty spot left in 
mess by travellers 

TRAVELLERS left a trail of damage at a nature reserve 
in the Black Country. Plastic bags, excrement and a 
wrecked caravan were among the rubbish left at Bumble 
Hole Nature Reserve. 

Between 30 and 40 caravans pitched up on land off St 
George’s Road on September 29 and spent a week at the 
site, before finally leaving last Tuesday night. 

Visitors to the beauty spot have been left angered by 
the state the conservation area has been left in. 

Mike Bradshaw, of nearby in Gads Green Crescent, 
said: “The mess is quite horrific, there is excrement and 
it is a health hazard.” 

Netherton’s Councillor Elaine Taylor said: “It is a 
beautiful area that is well-used by all of our neighbour¬ 
ing areas in both Dudley and Sandwell, and it has been 
desecrated by all of this rubbish.” 

Talks with the travellers failed to persuade them to 
move on but by the time Dudley Council went to serve 
a notice the travellers had gone. Councillor Gaye Par¬ 
tridge said: “We were forced to apply for a court order. 
The order can and will be used, should they return.” 
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Killer put 
behind bars 
again after 
pub attack 

A CONVICTED killer who launched a sav¬ 
age attack on a vulnerable woman outside 
a Netherton pub is starting a 28-month jail 
sentence. 

Michael Cameron, who had killed a young man in 
a similar incident in 2007, struck again outside The 
Hope Tavern during the early hours of April 25. 

The 26-year-old punched Kelly Griffiths after an argu- 


Jailed — Michael Cameron 

a pub in Rowley Regis eight 
years ago. The victim hit his 
head on the pavement after 
being felled by the blow. 

Cameron had been drink¬ 
ing in The Chaplin pub with 
friends, members of the DJ 
Slew Gang of Netherton. 

He landed a ferocious 
blow to the face of 19-year- 
old victim Richard Blake¬ 
way. Cameron was jailed 
in 2008 for a total of 34 
months. 

Judge Parker said: “All 
your offending involves vio¬ 
lence and it is an unhappy 
fact that you caused some¬ 
one’s death in 2007.” 

He concluded that the de¬ 
fendant presented a risk to 
the public and ordered that 
he be monitored on licence 
for 32 months longer than 
usual. 


Big bill for fly-tipper 

A FLY-TIPPER has been ordered to shell out more than 
£600 for illegally dumping rubbish on land in Netherton, 
after he had been paid to dispose of it properly. 

Andrew Pargeter, of Stretton Place, Netherton, had been 
contacted via Facebook and paid to remove the waste by a 
resident. But the 46-year-old dumped the bags of household 
waste on the Old Railway Walk, off Stretton Place. 

Dudley Council staff were asked to remove the rubbish 
and managed to trace it back to the original owner. 

Pargeter admitted three charges at Dudley Magistrates 
Court, on October 1, including not being a registered waste 
carrier, dumping the waste and failing in his duty of care 
in handling and disposing of the waste. He was fined £250 
plus £295 costs and £75 in compensation. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, cabinet member for environmen¬ 
tal services, said: “This sends out a clear message that if 
you blight our beautiful borough with rubbish, it can lead 
to a costly trip to court” 



ment at the pub before turn¬ 
ing on her friend Michelle 
Claridge when she tried 
to halt the violence, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court 
heard on Thursday. 

Cameron then rained 
further blows down on the 
disorientated Miss Griffiths 
while ignoring further pleas 
to stop, said Mr Paul Farrow 
prosecuting. 

Mr Devon Small, de¬ 
fending, said: “He has seen 
CCTV of the incident and is 
sickened by his actions. 

“He has not been to a 
pub since this incident and 
wants to apologise to both 
victims for what he did. 

“He is not proud of his 
criminal record at all and 
had been putting his life 
back in order by staying out 
of trouble for three years.” 

Disturbing 

Cameron, a barber from 
The Shrubbery, Eve Hill, 
pleaded guilty to two assault 
charges. 

Jailing him, Judge Alan 
Parker who told him: “This 
was a determined and dis¬ 
turbing attack in which you 
hit one of the women many 
times to the head over sev¬ 
eral minutes. 

“You pursued her and 
persisted in your attack.” 

Cameron killed a man 
with a single punch outside 



Fiona corner group. WAS £909 


Pay nothing until next year* 

No deposit... No interest ever! 

ENDS SUNDAY 5pm! 


Rest Assured luxury storage divan set. 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


ILLIAM&SONS www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Backed up by our Price Match Promise! 


Vbardi HBMI 


Myutv rauch 




U S WADE 


0% APR ‘Deferred interest free credit offer available on balances over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0.00. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 

REPRESENTATIVE Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Subject to status. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 
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COLLEY LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL 


This year a full quote of children have been exciting 
to start a new adventure in Reception. They have 
quickly settled into new rules and routines and are 
engaging well with the curriculum. The Reception 
team has been pleased to welcome a new member 
of staff this year, Miss Syner, who brings a much 
appreciated artistic flair to the team and has applied 
her skills in our new and exciting ‘investigation 
afternoons’. These provide the children with 
opportunities to try their hands at cooking, ICT, 
music, art, games and fine motor control activities. 


As in previous years our parent teacher partnership 
is continuing to grow, especially with the recently 
implemented Tapestry system, which allows parents 
to gain an insight to their children’s lives at school. 
More and more parents are participating by adding 
their own observations and taking on board some 
of the suggestions to help their children excel. The 
reception team would like to thank the parents for 
all of their support and we cannot wait to see all that 
the children achieve throughout this year. 


The children have said: 


“I liked shaking the 

tambourine because it 


COLLEY LANE, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, B63 2TN 
TELEPHONE: (01384) 816765 | E-MAIL: INFO@COLLEY.DUDLEY.SCH.UK | WEBSITE: WWWCOLLEYDUDLEYSCH.UK 
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The children in Reception at Olive Hill Primary School have 
settled in very well during their first few weeks. They have 
had an exciting and busy start to the year with their topic 
‘Here I am!' The children have been learning all about 
themselves and their emotions using the story of 'Elmer' by 
David McKee. In other topic work they have explored their 
senses; doing taste, smell and touch investigations. Reception 
have been looking at their focus author Julia Donaldson in 
literacy work and have read some of her well-loved books 
such as 'Room on the Broom' and 'The Gruffalo'. In maths 
they have been investigating size using Goldilocks and the 
three bears as a stimulus. Another exciting event was the Eid 
party which was celebrated by Reception and their parents 
and families. They completed activities linked to Eid, danced 
to music and had real mehndi designs on their hands. The 
children are looking forward to continuing with their learning 
after an exciting start to the term. 


u.t 


4 % 


Springfield Road, Halesowen B62 8JZ 

01384 818855 
Fa} 01384 818859 
email: info@olive.dudley.sch.uk 
tvv .olive.dudley.sch.uk 

Headteacher Mrs R. Cutting 


MANOR 


WAY 


We would be delighted to welcome you to visit our friendly, family school! 


Welcome to Class R at 
Manor Way Primary 
Academy. We are so 
proud of our current 
Reception Class and how 
well they have settled into 
life at Manor Way! 




Happy & Successful 
Together 


We know that starting school is such an important time in 
your child's life, so we want to make it as fun and memorable as 
possible. At Manor Way, the days are filled with exciting activities 
inspired by the children and their interests. Already this year we 
have focused our learning around the new Disney film, 'INSIDE 
OUT'. We have a 'wizardy' week planned where we will be making 
potions and even get the chance to do some pumpkin bowling! 

At Manor Way Primary Academy, we believe in keeping our 
learning current and based around the curiosities of the children. 
Each day is different and we provide the children with a variety of 
opportunities, which enable them to question and to progress in 
all areas of their learning both indoors and outside. 

New and exciting activities are planned daily, which enable the 
children to access learning in a variety of ways. Last year we had 


some fantastic activities ranging from hot chocolate story time around the fire 
pit in forest school, to a fantastic end of year trip at Wonderland, Telford! Such 
hands-on experiences provide us with fantastic observation opportunities and 
give the children the chance to learn through play. 

/4s a school we are always happy for you to pop in and experience Class R for 
yourself- so please contact the office on 01384 818895 if you would like to pay us 
a visit. 

Open days for intake in 2016 are: 

Wednesday 4th November 2015 at 9:30am 
Wednesday 25th November 2015 at 1:30pm 

We look forward to welcoming you to Manor Way. 


Manor Way Primary, Brier Mill Road, Halesowen B63 3HA. Tel: 01384 818895 | Check our website for further information about what makes us www.manorway.net | Headteacher: Mrs Dawn Betteridge 



















Website help to 
stay independent 

AN ONLINE service offering advice to help 
people live independently for longer has 
been launched in Dudley. 

The borough’s Living Well Feeling Safe 
Partnership has created the tool, which 
provides information about equipment and 
support available to those who are strug¬ 
gling to live independently at home. 

Users will be able to carry out an online 
self-assessment about their individual liv¬ 
ing circumstances, then the service will 
provide a personalised report about the 
support available to them and where they 
can buy any suitable equipment. 

It also offers advice and support to those 
who experience problems with daily activi¬ 
ties, such as climbing stairs, washing, dress¬ 
ing and cooking. 

The site has been developed by the part¬ 
nership and the Disability Living Founda¬ 
tion (DLF). 

People can access Living Well Feeling 
Safe at the www.lwfsonline.org.uk website. 


Move for all officers to wear 
body cameras after tests 


BODY cameras are set to 
transform the working lives 
of police officers in the West 
Midlands. 

Trials in Wolverhampton and parts 
of Birmingham proved so successful 
the force now aims to have all re¬ 
sponse officers wearing one by April. 

The pilot scheme proved that the 
cameras - worn on the chest area of 
the officer’s protective vest and the 
size of a standard smartphone - can 
produce major changes in significant 
areas of the job. 

They cut the number of incidents 
where force had to be used. 


There was a rise in prosecutions, 
charges and early guilty pleas from 
suspects after evidence of what ac¬ 
tually happened was provided by the 
video. 

A report to the Strategic Policing 
and Crime Board of West Midlands Po¬ 
lice stated: “Ongoing austerity meas¬ 
ures imposed by central government 
mean the force must take advantage 
of opportunities to improve efficiency 
and reduce or prevent demand. 

“Body-worn cameras present such 
an opportunity. It is hoped they will 
be issued to all response officers by 
April 2016.” 

The six-month trial in Birmingham 


covered the equivalent of 430 shifts 
and only involved officers wearing 
high-visibility stab vests. They were 
not used in public order situations, 
the policing of football matches or 
firearms operations. 

As a result there was an overall ten 
per cent rise in suspects being charged 
plus a nine per cent increase - to 66 
per cent - of those accused of a crim¬ 
inal offence taking giving an early 
guilty, which offers a reduction in 
sentence. 

All frontline Staffordshire Police of¬ 
ficers were given body cams last year. 
A total of 530 cameras have been pro¬ 
vided by the force, costing £330,000. 



Officers with video badges 


Half-term fun at 
leisure centre 

CHILDREN can take part in fun and 
games at a Stourbridge leisure centre 
during half term. 

Crystal Leisure Centre in Bell Street 
is to host a packed week of events from 
October 26 to November 1. The Dudley 
Council facility has a swimming pool with 
slides, waves and rapids, open every day. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for health and wellbeing, said: “No 
matter what the weather is like there will 
be something on offer at our leisure cen¬ 
tres to keep young ones busy and active. 
As part of our Let’s Get campaign we’re 
encouraging everyone in Dudley to be 
physically active. These sessions at Crys¬ 
tal Leisure Centre offer youngsters the 
perfect chance to exercise whilst having 
fun.” 

Call (01384) 812800 or visit www.dud 
ley.gov.uk/sport website. 


13 



Doctor Who fan Jade Wootton is joined by Spider-Man 

DOCTOR Who’s Tardis has been spotted in the Black 
Country with Marvel Comics superhero Spider-Man get¬ 
ting in on the act. 

The Tardis - lovingly restored by Sedgley resident Paul 
Wootton - was on show in the Wooton family’s garden in 
Barley Close to mark his daughter Jade’s 18th birthday. 

She said having the Tardis around had made her birth¬ 
day ‘extra special’. 

“Everyone was really surprised when they saw it,” she 
said. “I love Doctor Who, I watch it all the time so it was 
great. My birthday was absolutely amazing.” 

The entire family are Doctor Who fanatics but Paul’s 
son, Jerome, also has a passion for comic books and Spi¬ 
der-Man in particular. Paul said: “My son had just ordered 
the Spiderman suit from the United States. We got him up 
the Tardis using a ladder at the back and he was up there 
posing as if he had just landed on top of the roof.” 

Paul bought the Tardis from BBC storagefor £300 in 
2014. It is believed the box was used for filming for episodes 
of the classic series in the 1980s. 

Hip hop hooray for 
students on stage 

A PIONEERING educational arts programme will see 
dance students taking to the stage of the Grand Theatre 
in Wolverhampton. 

The theatre has announced a new partnership with inter¬ 
nationally acclaimed Hip Hop dance company ZooNation. 
The collaboration will offer opportunities for Key Stage 4 
dance students across 12 schools to work with professional 
choreographers. 

The schools will develop and present their own School 
Showcase at the Grand Theatre in January, and following 
the showcase, dancers will create a ‘curtain raiser’ routine, 
choreographed by ZooNation to be performed at the Grand 
before the professionals perform. 

Business studies students from schools and colleges will 
gain marketing experience from staff at the Grand The¬ 
atre, designing a campaign to promote and publicise the 
showcase. 


AUTUMN 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 


SALE 


ENDS THIS SUNDAY 


Until 5pm this Sunday you can take advantage of 
huge savings across all departments, at the Midlands' 
largest and most inspirational furniture stores. 

Everything is reduced, including all the famous brand 
names and our many new ranges. 

DON'T MISS YOUR FINAL OPPORTUNITY - 
THE AUTUMN SALE ENDS THIS SUNDAY 5PM! 



Border now for pre Christmas delivery! 


919 


Joplin leather cornergroup 

Was £4999 -V s 
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LOW SALE PRICES • PAY NOTHING FOR A YEAR* NO DEPOSIT'THEN TAKE INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


HALF PRICE SAVI 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


CELEBRATING 




0 °/ APR Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. 0% APR Representative. Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. 

" A> Ml l\ Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 18.10.15. Otter not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details 
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Want to use your conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in 
summer? 

Too IOLD in 
winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat 




■ rnmumm ltd 




On the sea of love with Starsailor 


Starsailor, 

Wulfrun Hall, Wolverhampton 

ANTHEMS came thick and fast as 
James Walsh’s soaring angelic tones 
led Starsailor on a journey across 15 
years of amazing tunes. 

If proof were needed that gui¬ 
tar-based indie music is still very much 
alive, there was support from up-and- 
comers Judas (think early U2) and 
The Sherlocks, a tight combo living in 
the shadow of the Arctic Monkeys. 


When the headliners appeared and 
it was straight into a wealth of melodic 
classics such as Tie Up My Hands and 
Lullaby from first album Love Is Here, 
slotting in well with harder-edged 
later material. It seemed Starsailor 
wanted to display their own indie lean¬ 
ings with even some of the older songs 
beefed up, much to the delight of the 
highly appreciative crowd. 

Before performing their stand-out 
track, the mesmeric Alcoholic, James 


told the audience that it was usually 
at this part of the evening that things 
really take off, but “you’re already 
there.” 

With its relentless riff, Four To the 
Floor was saved for the encore and 
before a rocked up Good Souls. James 
made a special dedication that each 
and every one of us were worthy of the 
title. Ahh! I bet he says that to all the 
audiences. 

Graeme Andrew 


REVIEWS 



Peace in our time 


Friends are 
bawdy and 
brilliant 

Fisherman’s Friends 

Town Hall, Birmingham 

THERE are no six packs in 
this group, with the Fisher¬ 
man’s Friends you get the 
full barrel. 

This was just one of the 
quips from the Cornish 
singing group’s front man 
Jon Cleave. 

The wonderful acoustics 
of Brum’s Town Hall were 
perfect, for the lusty, gutsy 
and ribald songs of the Port 
Isaac choir, joined by newest 
member Toby Lobb. 

Cleave is cheeky, dead¬ 
pan, boyish and impish dur¬ 
ing his introductions to the 
songs which sing of life on 
the sea, living on the coast 
and a whole host of carnal 
activities which are mostly 
cheekily suggested rather 
than explicit. 

They kicked off with a 
saucy version of Blow The 
Man Down with Cleave’s 
distinctive and bootstrap 
voice telling the tale of sex¬ 
ual exploits with a woman of 
questionable character. 

It the set the tone for the 
night which was fun, full of 
energy but not for the prud¬ 
ish. 

Danny Farragher 


Peace, Splashh, Yak, 
Wolverhampton Civic 

WORCESTERSHIRE rock 
band Peace ended their 
UK tour with a triumphant 
Midlands homecoming. 

First up were two bands 
with Wolverhampton 
connections. Psychedel¬ 
ic-grunge trio Yak fronted 
by Wulfrunian Oliver 
Burslem made an awesome 
noise. The blistering Hun¬ 
gry Heart left us hungry 
for more. Anglo-Aussie 
shoegazers Splashh — Wul¬ 
frunian Tom Beal on bass 
— impressed with their 
melodic and moody psych 
sound. Check out the majes¬ 
tic swirling All I Wanna Do. 

Peace have just two al¬ 
bums to their name but 
have matured into a slickly 
accomplished and capa¬ 
ble band with a confident 
frontman in Harry Koisser. 
Opening with Oh You from 


latest album Happy People, 
that got a mostly teenaged 
audience moshing like there 
was no (school) tomorrow. 

There is more to this band 
than, admittedly brilliant, 
guitar riffs. Happy People 
has a funky undertow (listen 
to that bass on World Pleas¬ 
ure) and develops the wry 
humour of their 2013 debut 
In Love. In concert the band 
showed a knowledge of rock 
history older than most of 
their fans with a solid cover 
of Led Zeppelin’s Since I’ve 
Been Loving You. 

Highlights included the 
ferocious I’m A Girl, teen 
angst number Perfect Skin, 
Follow Baby and the pul¬ 
sating Bloodshake. The 
90-minute set encores were 
Love Sick, Higher Than The 
Sun and funky epic World 
Pleasure, before they left to 
a mass salute of peace signs. 

Leon Burakowski 


Gengahr’s 

fretboard 

fireworks 

Gengahr, Hare & Hounds, 
Kings Heath 

NAMED after a grinning 
Pokemon character, this 
London band will put a 
smile on the face for anyone 
longing for a favourite new 
rock band. 

Gengahr’s debut album 
A Dream Outside saw them 
compared to Tame Impala 
and MGMT and it trans¬ 
lated well to a live environ¬ 
ment, singer Felix Bushe’s 
plaintive falsetto rising over 
the psychedelic squalls and 
surf twangs of guitar-her 
o-in-waiting John Victor. 

Quirky and with the odd 
disconcerting lyric (Fill My 
Gums With Blood), Gengahr 
are more than sufficiently 
melodic to appeal outside 
the indie ghetto and have 
won fans by paying their 
dues as tour supports and 
on the festival scene. ‘You 
were the best band at Read¬ 
ing’ shouted someone in 
the crowd at this authentic 
above-the-pub rock venue. 

This first headline tour 
reveals a band that aren’t 
just promising, they are de¬ 
livering, with anthem Hero¬ 
ine, the fretboard fireworks 
of Embers and woozily ad¬ 
dictive She’s A Witch. LB 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


w 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 
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3mtr x 3mtr 
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from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 



FULLY FITTED 



/rom£ 649 




For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


Est.1973 

Wollaston 

Bathrooms Ltd 

It 


Fully Fitted Bathroom 
From £3000 inc VAT 

900mm x 900mm Quadrant Tray and Shower 
Valve, W.C. Basin and Pedestal with Tap, 

18 Sqm Wall Tiles + 3 Sqm Floor Tiles! 


DISABILITY ADAPTIONS 

‘‘Adapting your bathroom for you.” 

A wide range of bath and showering options are available, all 
designed to make bathing and showering easier and safer for you. 

“Save” you may be entitled to zero rated VA T 


Visit our showroom 

FREE No Obligation Supply Only 

Survey and Quotation Service Available 

Trade enquiries welcome 

9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH °P en: c 

Tel: 01384374237 or 08001582456 KESSSn 

email:enquiries@wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk Saturday 9.ooam-4.oopm 


Safely access your loft! 


for ONLY 

£399 

Fully Fitted 

This price is for a standard 
height ceiling with an 8ft 
drop, width 22-30” 

♦ We provide a convenient 
and safe way to access 
your loft. 

♦ Each ladder has a 10 
year parts guarantee 
and can be installed in 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

♦ We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 




The Local Distributor & Installer for 41 
For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 


PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: 01952 282152 or 07817 431505 









































































Wooden, 


Kitchen Door Refurbishment 
with Amazing Results 


ONREPWJG 


smwJUJS. 


70s struggles are 
captured on stage 


REVIEW 


by Mark Shipp 


Anita and Me, Birmingham Rep 

FROM the Black Country 
to Bollywood. Meera Syal’s 
much-loved novel - and later 
film - translated to the stage 
at Birmingham Rep. 

Only a few days into its run the 
Sold Out signs were up. And there 
were no teething problems from 
the cast or setting either. 

Author Syal based the book on her 
experiences of growing up in only Pun¬ 
jabi family in the mining village of Ess- 
ington in the 70s, renamed Tollington 
for the purpose of her novel. 

Much of it she admits was fabricated 
and, although it’s clear some of it is 
embellished, the key context remains 
- the clash of cultures and the choice 
between one’s family and best friend, 
all this against the backdrop of casual 
racism and the threat of bulldozers 
ready for the onset of the motorway 
network. 

Wedge 

Significantly, it is about finding an 
identity and coming of age, and this 
Tanika Gupta adaptation expertly 
captures this. 

In seeking to become best friends 
with the poverty-stricken Anita, 
Meena loses sight of her middle-class 
educated, hard-working Indian up¬ 
bringing - which threatens to drive 
a wedge between her and her family. 
She is trying to fit in, but finds her¬ 
self having to make a key decision as 
events unfold. 

According to Syal’s original work, 
music played a big part in the the 
family’s 1970s household and that 
becomes significant in the stage ad- 


Mandeep Dhillon (Mandeep) and Jalleh Alizadeh (Anita) in Anita And Me 


aptation, resulting in spontaneous 
sing-alongs and leading ultimately to 
the Bollywood-style finale - but all 
perfectly delivered. 

The chemistry between title char¬ 
acters Mandeep Dhillon (Meena) and 
Jalleh Aizadeh as Anita is clear for all 
to see, but it would be unfair to sin¬ 
gle out just those two from an accom¬ 
plished cast. Joseph Drake is excellent, 
even down to the local accent, as Sam 
Lowbridge. 

Meena’s parents Ayesha Dharker 
and Ameet Chana can take credit for 


their performances, while for me, Yas- 
min Wilde’s one particular solo scene 
as Namina, was one of the highlights 
of the whole performance. 

Fans of Phoenix Nights can also 
enjoy the performance of Barbara 
Nice, aka Janice Connolly. 

With comedy, hard-hitting and 
poignant scenes, it will make you 
laugh, it will make you think and has 
the potential to make you cry . 

Anita and Me runs at Birmingham 
Rep until October 24. 




can 


Why replace your doors when we can 
respray your old doors 

Also plinths, kickboards, cooker 

hoods etc. can all be painted 

If you can remove it; we can respray it 

Any colour, in matt, satin or gloss 
finish to choose from! 


www.admirecoatings.co.uk 


Admire Coatings Ltd 


Tel: 01384 639793 
Mob: 07824 997887 

*T & C apply 


TWO FOR ONE ON 

from as little as 


99 


complete 


99 


complete 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


.99 


complete 


.99 


complete 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


.99 


complete 


.99 


complete 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


36 Douglas Road Unit C, Madford Retail Park 10 Hawes Close 
ROWLEY REGIS STAFFORD Broadway, WALSALL 

Tel 0121 561 4940 Tel 01785 212001 Tel 01922 635301 


5 Hollies Court 
Hollies Park Road 
CANNOCK 
Tel 01543 573944 


253 Walsall Road 
PERRY BARR 
Tel 0121 356 7700 


12 Wulfrun Trading Est 
Stafford Road 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Tel 01902 717744 


ALL 


£ 29 . 99 ! 


complete 


.99 


complete 


.99 


comple 


.99 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Direct 


Specs | 


# Varifocal Specialist 

# NHS Vouchers Wei 

# Free Parking 

*Free pair includes 


WHERE SPECS COST LESS! 
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WIiat'sNew 
Ncv - Dec* 1<5 



FREE TASTERS 


BEGINNERS GUITAR 

Thurs. 5th Nov. 19.00-20.30 

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BEGINNERS 

Tues. 4th Dec. 14.00-15.30 

HEALTHY BALANCE 

Tues. 12th Jan. 17.30-19.00 




MUSIC 



PLAY THE GUITAR 

Int. Mon. 2nd Nov. 

19.00- 21.00 

6 wks. 

£39.00# 

Imp. 

Tues. 3rd Nov. 

19.00- 21.00 

6 wks. 

£39.00# 

Beg. 

Thurs.12th Nov. 

19.00- 20.30 

5 wks. 

£26.25# 


CREATIVE ARTS 



JEWELLERY MAKING FOR BEGINNERS 

Mon. 2nd Nov. 19.00-21.00 

UPHOLSTERY - Beginners 

Thurs. 5th Nov. 19.30-21.005 wks. 

NEW! EMBROIDERY - Beginners 

Thurs. 5th Nov. 18.00-19.30 

FACE PAINTING FOR BEGINNERS 

Thurs. 5th Nov. 19.00-21.00 


3 wks. 

£27.00# 


£26.25# 

5 wks. 

£26.25# 

4 wks. 

£28.00# 


PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 


MEDITATION 


MINDFULNESS 


CREATIVE WRITING 


BESPOKE COURSES 


DO YOU HAVE A GROUP 
OF STAFF WHO REQUIRE: 
EMERGENCY FIRST AID, NATIONAL RESCUE TEST 
FOR SWIMMING TEACHERS AND COACHES, 
POOL LIFEGUARD TRAINING 
CALL 01384 816043 FOR A QUOTE 


FIRST AID 


EMERGENCY FIRST AID 

Fri . 20th Nov. 09.00-16.00 

£38.40 

EMERGENCY FIRST AID 

Mon. 7th Nov. 09.00-16.00 

£38.40 

COURSES STARTING IN JANUARY 2016 


Register your interest in the following 
Photography 
Painting and Drawing 

Patchwork, Upholstery & Soft Furnishings 

How to use a Sewing Machine 

Sewing Made Simple 

French - various levels 

Portuguese Beginners 

Italian Beginners 

Italian Improvers 

Ballroom Dancing 

Pilates - Beginners and Improvers 

Dance Fit 

Emergency First Aid Courses 
Play the Guitar 
Teach your Child to Swim 
Creative Writing 
Embroidery 


BASIC COMPUTER COURSES 


FREE 

FREE 

FREE 


COMPUTING SKILLS: INTERNET h 

3rd Nov. 14.30-16.304 wks. 


EMAIL 


COMPUTER COURSES 

(Basic computer and internet skills are required) 


PHOTOSHOP - AN INTRODUCTION (1) 

Mon. 2nd Nov. 09.30-11.304 wks. 

CREATE YOUR OWN WEBSITE 

Mon. 2nd Nov. 19.00-21.005 wks. 

MASTERING YOUR ANDROID TABLET 

Wed. 4th Nov. 12.30-14.305wks. 

BUYING AND SELLING ON E-BAY 

Mon. 2nd Nov. 19.00-21.004wks. 

Wed. 4th Nov. 09.30-11.304wks. 

AN APPLE A DAY KEEPS THE FEARS AWAY 

Tue. 3rd Nov. 09.30-11.306wks. 


SWIM SCHOOL 


£36.00# 

£45.00# 

£45.00# 

£36.00# 

£36.00# 


^ The Wordsley School ^ 

Brierley Hill Road, Wordsley Stourbridge, West Midlands. DY8 5SP 


by Reduced Fees: Where you see this # sign the 
" oourse is supported by The Skills If you are in 
Skills receipt of certain benefits fees are reduced to 
Funding 25%. Price in brackets () includes additional costs. 
Agency 

Course Dates: Courses are suspended during 
26th Oct. to 1st Nov. unless stated otherwise 

This programme is subject to change: 

Particularly if we are unable to 
recruit minimum class numbers. 




19.00-20.30 

4 wks. 

£27.00# 

• 

• 

12.15-13.15 

5 wks. 

£22.50# 


19.00-21.00 

5 wks. 

£35.00# 

1 


With over 20 years experience of teaching local children, 

Learning4Life Swim School is the perfect venue for your child to 
learn to swim. We offer the following:- 

• High levels of parent satisfaction - 94% rated our swimming tuition as 
Very Good or Excellent. 

• Open 7 days a week 

• A wide choice of convenient class times 

• Friendly experienced teachers 

Class levels for Non-Swimmers to Advanced 
Free parking on site 

For more information on availability & prices, 
please call 01384 816043 


FAMILY LEARNING 


TEACH YOUR CHILD TO SWIM Children 18 mths-4yrs 
Fri. 20th Nov. 10.15-11.00 5 wks. 


CHILDREN’S GUITAR 


PLAY THE GUITAR FOR CHILDREN (8YRS+) 

Level iMon. 2nd Nov. 16.45-17.45 6 wks. 

Level 2 Mon. 2nd Nov. 17.45-18.45 6 wks. 

Level 3Thurs. 5th Nov. 17.45-18.45 6 wks. 


INTENSIVE COURSES 


HOW TO USE AN OVERLOCKER 

Fri. 6th Nov. 09.30-12.30 2 wks. 

QUILTING FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS TABLE 

Fri. 20th Nov. 09.30-12.30 2 wks. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS 

Fri. 4th Dec. 10.00-13.00 2 wks. 


NEW-WORKSHOPS 


MINDFULNESS 

Fri. 27th Nov. 09.30-12.30 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Fri. 15th Jan. 10.00-13.00 


COMMUNITY SESSIONS 


1 Day 
1 Day 


Weekly pay as you go sessions 


ADULT SWIMMING: 


Mon. 

12.30-13.15, Thurs.19.00-20.00 

£3.00 

AQUAFIT: 



Wed. 

12.30-13.15, Fri. 12.30-13.15 

£3.00 

Wed. 

19.00-20.00, Sun. 09.00-10.00 

£4.00 

FITNESS SWIM: for ages 10-19 Mon. 18.00-18.45 

£3.00 


INFORMATION? 


E mail: l4lcommunitygroup@hotmail.co.uk 



Whilst every effort is made to ensure that this programme and 
the pricing is accurate at the time of publication, changes and 
errors may occur. We reserve the right to amend details as required. 

With effect from September 2015, due to 
a card processing change through Dudley 
MBC, a 1.2% charge will be added to all 
credit card payments. Debit card payments 
remain unchanged. 


LANGUAGES 


WANT TO LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE? 

WHY NOT TRY ONE OF OUR BEGINNERS COURSES 

NEW: ITALIAN FOR BEGINNERS 

Mon. 2nd Nov. 09.30-11.305 wks. £35.00# 

NEW: SPANISH FOR BEGINNERS 

Thurs. 5th Nov. 13.30-15.305 wks. £35.00# 

NEW: PORTUGUESE FOR BEGINNERS 

Tues. 3rd Nov. 12.00-14.005 wks. £32.50# 


QUALIFICATIONS 


RLSS NATIONAL POOL LIFEGUARD 

15th Feb. - 20th Feb. 2016 & 4th April - 9th April 2016 
Please call for prices. 

DUDLEY INDUCTION TRAINING FOR 
POOLSIDE ASSISTANTS 

Mon. 4th Jan. 09.00-12.00 3 hrs. £19.20 

Thurs. 24th March. 09.00-12.00 3 hrs. £19.20 


£54.90 

£54.90 

£30.00 


£40.00 

£40.00 

£40.00 

■ 

£20.00 

£20.00 


HEALTH AND FITNESS 


INTRODUCTION TO PILATES 

Learn how to improve your core stability and 
improve your fitness & wellbeing 

Thurs. 5th Nov. 17.45-19.00 6 wks. 

ADULT SWIMMING LESSONS: 

Register your interest 

Beg. Mon. 16th Nov. 19.00-19.45 5 wks. 

Imp. Mon. 16th Nov. 19.45-20.30 5 wks. 


£15.75# 

£15.75# 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


We are currently collecting CV’s for future 
Job opportunities in the following areas: 

• Adult Education Tutors (Various Subjects) 
• Swimming Teachers (Level 1 & 2) 

If you are interested in joining our dedicated, 
highly driven team please email your CV to 

Lisa.Hall@dudley.gov.uk 


Looking for a venue for your club, 
group or meeting? Learning4Life have a range of 
facilities available for hire for regular events or 
one-off meetings. For more information 
please call 01384 816043 





Tel.01384 816043. Mon.to fh.9.00-13.00 

studentservices@learning life.co.uk 
www.learninglife.co.uk 


Dudley 
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NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 



7WM 

M 


& GRILL 


llappy Hour Deals will now he from noon till 6pm 
Mon<la> lo Friday 12 noon till 6pm 

All beers £130 • All ales £2.30 
Selected Top Shelf Doubles £2.30 



Avne M ailable... 

♦ Gammon £7.99 
£8 99 Sirloin ♦ 
♦ Ribeye £9 99 

X/j rJ h i/// r 

tf\ ♦ p \ hrt n v. 


• l»l*G * BEERS • 



sky SPORTS 

Sport 


07932 634 531 

4? II \\\ I S L \NI% 1165 9\K 
ROWLEY KFCilS 

www.therowley.co.uk 

f i \t » s *« i 

H % Till kiMlTMlvM 
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Listings October 16-22 



at BENJAMINS 


- 

/V 




SATURDAY 5th & 19th December 

5 piece live band 

ELECTRIC IDOLS 
3 COURSE CHRISTMAS MEAL 
WITH COFFEE AND MINTS 

Doors open at 7.30pm and the meal starts about 8pm 

£30.00 per person 

' CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 
ADULTS £30 CHILDREN (5-10YEARS £15) 
CHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE 

NO RUSH AND NO WAITING 




NEW YEARS EVE 

FAMILY DISCO PARTY 
INCLUDING BUFFET 
ADULTS £15 I CHILDREN UNDER 14 £7.50 


J 


FRIDAY 11th & SATURDAY 
12TH DECEMBER 
SHARE A PARTY DISCO 
3 COURSE CHRISTMAS MEAL 
WITH COFFEE & MINTS 

t flH With Decorations, Crackers, Party Poppers, Balloons + Disco till 
late Doors open at 7.30pm and the meal starts about 8pm 

The Disco goes on till the early hours 

: 


Birmingham Street, Halesowen, 
B63 3HW 

0121 602 02 02 


GREAT VALUE COACH TOURS 

KL 


2WKS1 

i 


llONfatltyfe 

LtxM 


MptonMeval 
Jtkletidelm 
/^Manchester 
XmasMaiet 

I* Visits to Skipton Medieval 
Yuletide Fayre and Manchester 
Christmas Market 

1 I 


Traoelstyle, 


BOOK NOW OR CALL 
FOR FREE BROCHURE 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


BARRY WELCOMES YOU 

QUIZ NIGHT STARTS'* - 
( NEAT WEDNESDAY 

\ 8PM START FREE ENTRY 
BEER/WINE TO BE WON 



Chris 

Ramsey 



Monday, 8pm 

Gatehouse Theatre, Stafford 
Critically acclaimed stand-up come¬ 
dian, Celebrity Juice regular, star of 
BBC2’s Hebburn, and the man who 
once got pizza delivered to a moving 
train embarks on his biggest tour yet. 
www.staffordgatehousetheatre.co.uk 



Tuesday - October 24 
New Alexandra, B’ham 
Get ready for the ride of your life as the 
ultimate party, Priscilla Queen Of The 
Desert The Musical returns to Birming¬ 
ham by popular demand - starring 
Jason Donovan as Tick. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com 


Saturday, 7pm 
Institute, B’ham 

Birmingham indie-rockers Swim Deep 
will be playing a home-town gig on 
Saturday. They formed back in 2011 
and have a new album called Mothers 
which is out now. 

Visit theinstitutebirmingham.com 


Circa 

Waves 



Friday, 6.30pm 
Institute, B’ham 

Exciting indie-rock outfit Circa Waves 
formed in Liverpool in 2013. The band 
consists of frontman Kieran Shudall, 
Sam Rourke, Colin Jones and Joe 
Falconer. 

Visit theinstitutebirmingham.com 


ROCK & POP 

Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night 
Sweats 

Sun at 7pm, £10 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The ELO Experience 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

£18.25-£19.25 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Ron Sexsmith 

Wed at 7pm -11 pm, £22.50 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Fightstar 

Wed at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 

WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Ryan McGarvey 

Mon at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Robin, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Arcane Roots 

Sat at 12am, 

Asylum, Hockley, Birmingham, 
B19 3LS. Call 0121 233 1109 

Les McKeown’s Bay City Rollers 

Sun at 7.30pm, £19.50-£21 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Kid Ink 

Sun at 7pm, £22.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Stars From The Commitments 

Fri at 7.30pm, £26 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

The Complete Stone Roses: 
Stone Roses Tribute 

Sat at 7pm, £14.85 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Fred Zeppelin: Led Zeppelin 
Tribute 

Fri at 8.30pm, £8 - £9 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Swim Deep 

Sat at 7pm, £12 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Gong 

Tue at 7.30pm, £20 - £22.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Circa Waves 

Fri at 6.30pm, £12.50 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Nick Harper 

Thu at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 


The Elvis Years 

Wed at 7.30pm, £20 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Godsize 

Fri at 7.45pm, £3 - £5 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

Editors 

Fri at 6pm, £20 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Cradle Of Filth 

Tue at 7pm, £18 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

ASAP Rocky & Wiz Khalifa 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£36.70 - £40.20 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Andy Fairweather Low & The 
Low Riders 

Sun at 7.30pm, £20 - £22 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Pretty Things 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Guns N Roses Tribute 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Frank Zappa: The 
Grandmothers Of Invention 

Wed at 8.30pm, £20 - £22.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Bring It All Back - The Ultimate 
90s Show 

Fri at 8pm, £15 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Panic Room 

Fri at 6.30pm - 10pm, £15 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Open Mic Night 

Mon at 8.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

The Shires 

Sun at 7pm, £13.50 
The Institute, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. Call 0121 643 0428 

Urban Folk Quartet 

Sat at 8pm, £15.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Charlie Landsborough 

Fri at 7.30pm - 10pm, £19.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 


The Demon Barbers XL 

Thu at 7.30pm - 9.30pm, 

£16.50 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

The Delray Rockets 

Sat at 12am, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 

DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

Harvey Andrews 

Thu at 8pm, £12 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 

Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

JAZZ & BLUES 

Grappelli Swing 

Mon at 7.30pm, £7.50 
The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

The Robert Cray Band 

Fri at 7.30pm, £29.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Steve Ajao Blues Giants 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

RNB&SOUL 

Jocelyn Brown 

Wed at 9pm, £20 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Leonore Piano Trio 

Fri at 8pm, £5 - £18 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Gewandhausorchester Leipzig 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£9.50 - £50 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Out Of This World 

Sun at 7pm - 9pm, £5 - £10 
West Bromwich Town Hall, 

B70 8DX. Call 0121 569 4429 

Paul Potts 

Fri at 7.30pm, £20 - £34.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

CBSO 2015-16 Friday Night 
Classics: Star Wars 

Fri at 7.30pm, £12.50-£47 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 


CBSO 2015-16 - Brahms’ 
German Requiem 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12.50-£45 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

The Irish House Party 

Thu at 7.30pm, £19.50 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Rat Pack: Vegas Spectacular 

Sat at 7.30pm, £20 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 

Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

The Hound Of The Baskervilles 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 7.30pm, 

£10 - £15 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Bedlam Foundry Night 

Mon at 8pm, £5 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

The Glenn Miller Story 

Mon at 7.30pm - 9.45pm, Tue 
at 7.30pm - 9.45pm, Wed at 
2.30pm - 4.45pm, Thu at 7.30pm 
-9.45pm, £21.50-£39.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Ellen Kent Opera & Ballet 
International: Bizet’s Carmen 

Sun at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, £17.89 
- £90.90 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Don’t Dress For Dinner: 

Lichfield Players 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

The Full Monty: Lichfield 
Operatic Society 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £15-£19 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Anita And Me 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 7.30pm, Sun 
at 3pm, Tue at 2pm, 7.30pm, Thu 
at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

£7 - £30 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Priscilla Queen Of The Desert 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Thu at 7.30pm, 

£15-£45 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

An Evening Of Burlesque 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

£22.50 - £24.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 


Hypnosis: Lichfield Players 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Sweeney Todd: Stafford & 
District Operatic Society 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £12.50-£14.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Disney On Ice: Worlds Of 
Enchantment 

Wed at 7pm, Thu at 7pm, 

£19.74-£46.62 
Barclaycard Arena, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

James Cousins Company: 
Without Stars/There We Have 
Been 

Fri at 8pm, Sat at 8pm, 

£ 8-£12 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Bhangra Wars 

Sat at 5pm, £12.25 - £16.25 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Annie 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat - Sun at 
7.30pm, Sun at 2.30pm, Tue at 
7.30pm, Wed - Thu at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

£20 - £42.50 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

COMEDY 

Malcolm Stent: Brummie 
Spoken Here! 

Sat at 7.45pm, £13.25 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Chris Ramsey: All Growed Up 

Mon at 8pm, £17.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Round The Horne 

Tue at 7.30pm, £17 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Alan Carr - SOLD OUT 

Fri at 8pm, £30 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

OTHER EVENTS 

Michael Portillo: Life A Game Of 
Two Halves 

Mon at 7.15pm, £14-£16 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Lou Lou’s Vintage Fair 

Sat at 11am, £2 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Editors make new 
start in Highlands 



Free of the past, Stafford band Editors have recorded a new album, In Dream, and play Birmingham’s 02 Academy 


THEY came pretty close to splitting 
up when former guitarist Chris Ur- 
banowicz left Editors in 2012 citing 
musical differences. 

But now, three years on, Editors 
can show their true colours as they 
embark on the next phase of their 
career. The band, which formed in 
Stafford in 2002 and was based in Bir¬ 
mingham, have made a clean break 
with the past on fifth studio album, 
In Dream. 


It was made with Depeche Mode 
and Nine Inch Nails collaborator, 
Alan Moulder, and his influence is 
clear. In Dream is bigger, richer and 
more electronic than previous works. 

The album was produced in an 
open studio environment at Crear, in 
the Western Highlands, where they 
endured hurricane-like weather. 

Bassist Russ Leetch said: “Making 
a record over winter was really great 
for us, really creative. You are stuck 


inside anyway. Going up to Scotland 
and having the elements beating 
against us was inspiring.” 

The record will surprise some of 
the band’s fans. It is the ‘least-Edi- 
tors-esque’ record in their cannon. 
“We didn’t want to repeat what we’d 
done before,” explained Russ. 

Editors have sold out their show 
tomorrow (Fri) at Birmingham 02 
Academy, where support comes from 
The Twilight Sad. 



‘You're never 
too old’ 


Tommy plays 
big band idol 

MUSIC legend Tommy Steele, who celebrates his 80th birth¬ 
day next year, returns to Wolverhampton in The Glenn Mill¬ 
er Story next week. 

The show, which brings to life the story of the 1940s Amer¬ 
ican big band leader, runs at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
from Monday to Saturday as part of an 11-venue UK tour. 

The pop and West End star, who was dubbed the UK’s an¬ 
swer to Elvis Presley in the 1950s, says: “It all started after I 
gave a lecture to some secondary school pupils about rock ‘n’ 
roll and country music, and this little girl, who was probably 
about 12, asked me what it was like to sing with Glenn Miller, 
to which I laughed and said, ‘I’m not that old!’ 

“I told this story to friend Bill Kenwright (leading theatre 
producer) over dinner one evening and he said ‘That’s it. The 
Glenn Miller Story, we can do a stage musical about it’. And 
when I asked him who will play Glenn Miller, he said ‘You 
are’. Despite my protests that I am a pensioner and English, 
and Glenn Miller was young and American, Bill insisted and 
said, ‘it calls for a song and dance man - you’. I said, ‘Bill, 
I’m too old to play Glenn Miller.’ He replied ‘Tommy, you’re 
never too old.’ 

The showbiz veteran revealed why the role had been irre¬ 
sistible: “Glenn Miller is my idol. When I was a little boy my 
dad took me to the Albert Hall to see him. All I can remember 
is this wonderful sound and then came the mystery of his 
death. It’s a great story.” 

Visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk or call 01902 429212. 


Weekend of folk 
in cathedral city 

BIG names from the world of 
folk music will be heading to 
Staffordshire this weekend for 
Lichfield Festival of Folk, which 
gets under way tomorrow (Fri). 

The annual shindig will 
mainly be held in the city’s 
Guildhall, in Bore Street, and 
surrounding venues, featuring 
local musicians as well as those 
from further afield. 

The bill for the three-day 
festival includes music and sto¬ 
rytelling workshops plus perfor¬ 
mances by The Exmouth Shanty 
Men, Blackbeard’s Tea Party 
(who have released new album 
Reprobates), Emily Sanders and 
Granny’s Attic, plus many oth¬ 
ers. See www.lichfieldarts.org.uk 
or call 01543 262223. 


A homecoming and 
Robin rock legends 

THE Hoosiers are back with a 
new album, The Secret Service, 
just a year on from their fourth 
LP The News From Nowhere, 
and play The Oobleck, part of 
the Custard Factory complex in 
Digbeth, on Saturday. 

They will be competing with 
the big homecoming nearby at 
The Institute where Swim Deep 
will be unveiling their new 
psychedelic groove as heard on 
their second album Mothers. 

Legends play Bilston’s Robin 
2 with The Pretty Things to¬ 
morrow (Fri), Andy Fairweather 
Low on Sunday, revamped Gong 
on Tuesday and ex-Frank Zappa 
associates The Grandmothers of 
Invention on Wednesday. 


Classic comedy in 
silver screen return 

LEGENDARY comedy double 
act Laurel and Hardy are re¬ 
turning to the big screen, in 
high definition for the first time. 

Four of their classic black and 
white comedies from the 1930s, 
presented in double bills, are 
coming to Showcase and Vue 
cinemas in the West Midlands 
as part of a nationwide tour. 

Way Out West and Towed In 
A Hole will be screened at Dud¬ 
ley, Walsall and Birmingham on 
Tuesday evening with a matinee 
on October 25. The Music Box 
and Block-Heads follows at the 
same cinemas on November 15 
(matinee) and 17 (evening). 

See www.laurelandhardy 
roadshow.co.uk website. 



Great Bar...Great Food... 
rV Great Entertainment... 

*< Knigms Quest" 

Friday 16 th October fU I 

. ^, MISS CHARLIE WATERFORD 'C* . I 

• ‘ -V SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER 

< * ' ' MICHAEL JACKSON TRIBUTE...SMOOTH CRIMINAL? v 1 

. ♦ - - SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER Y \ 

— * sund’ay knight karaoke WITH STARMAKERS' m \ 

.• *- ‘ MONDAY 19TH OCTOBER W Y 

. ► 'SHANE'S QUIZ & KARAOKE NIGHT ■ t 

n> '♦> . ► 1 TUESDAY 20TH OCTOBER ■ , 

PREDATORS KARAOKE AT „' 4 , 

’ THE KNIGHTS QUEST DRESS CODE... 

ruoiCTUAC EAVDE WEDNESDAY 21 ST OCTOBER A. 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE CHAD WHITE 

THURSDAY 22ND OCTOBER 

BEING TAKEN THURSDAY NIGHT.. _ 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


dress code... 


_ I - We also serve 

Only ms 

£ 3 A 5 m 


:;SUNUAT* 
■ MRVERYt 


£^ 4 . 95 . 

2.noon :5*pfn 


iH 


^ bncaba 

\ Bacaba Cocktail Bar & Dining \ J 

1 5 7A NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD, OLDBURY, B69 1QP 

Celebrate Christmas with Us at Bacaba 

^lst December - 24th December 

10% Discount on Advanced Group Bookings 


Christmas Day 25th December 

Free Bottle Of House Wine ** 
on Advanced Bookings >f v ^ 

Thursday 31st December' 

■irrc piCe'ebrate New Years Eve At Bacaba 

11 9 

ITJSfffi;« I or Further Information K 

Telephone 

J Mm\ 532 407^/j^j Ti 

.pi Cp21 552 4756 ^ 

^^of crreclc our website at , ~ A " , 
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travel 



The medieval pavilion tents provide plenty of comfort at Camelot Village Bicton Countryside Museum traction engine 


Inside the luxury Sir Galahad canvas at Crealy Meadows 



Crealy Adventure Park Flying Machine 


Clamping provides a Came-lot 
of comfort for the whole family 


CAMPING had never been my 
thing, but I decided to try glam¬ 
ping during a weekend to Crealy 
Meadows in Devon. 

We were staying in Camelot Village in Sir 
Galahad - a medieval pavilion tent. This of¬ 
fered far more comfort and luxury than you 
would expect under canvas. It was spacious 
with a double bedroom, a twin room and a 
set of bunk beds. 

Heat and cooking was by the wood burn¬ 
ing stove and there was light, so it was easy 
to find your way around. There was a farm¬ 
house style kitchen diner with a Belfast 
sink and all the utensils you would need. 

It was a great adventure and a little 
bit daunting when on a walk to the toilet 
block you stumbled upon a full size fibre- 
glass knight with glaring eyes guarding the 
campsite in the pitch black night. If medie- 


By Lisa Bailey 

val times don’t float your boat, there is also 
glamping with an African theme. 

Not one to go without my creature com¬ 
forts for long, the toilet and shower block 
was certainly five star with underfloor 
heating and touch point showers. It also 
has family bathrooms and a laundry. The 
facilities were immaculate. 

The weather for the whole weekend was 
glorious, but it was the end of September 
and I think seasoned campers would have 
taken a few extra woollies for the evening. 

With a visit to Crealy Meadows, near Ex¬ 
eter, you also get access to Devon’s Crealy 
Great Adventure Park next door through a 
secret door. A wristband allows you to visit 
the park as much as you like. 

Entertainment for the Meadows is also at 
the park and live entertainment begins on 


Friday, October 23, to Monday, November 
2. The entertainment includes a mini-disco, 
race night and cabaret. 

There are ghostly goings-on between Oc¬ 
tober 24 and November 1. The park also 
launches a brand new spooky attraction, 
Trick or Treat with the Treehouse Trolls, 
while Scooby-Doo visits on October 30. 

There was plenty for all of us in the park 
with rides, including The Twister, Crealy 
Grand Prix, Vortex, Tidal Wave and Dino 
Jeeps. 

After all our adventures and fun in the 
park we visited Exmouth for an hour-long 
coastal cruise with Stuart Line Cruises, tak¬ 
ing us along part of the jurassic coast with 
beautiful views of the sea and surrounding 
coastline. 

After plenty of sea air, we walked along 
the promenade and savoured the delights 
of Exmouth with ice creams in hand. Mine 


was topped with clotted cream of course. On 
the Sunday, we visited the truly beautiful 
Bicton Park Botanical Gardens, about 20 
minutes from where we were staying. 

We took a 25-minute scenic tour of the 
park by train and were shown the points 
of interest on the way, including the park’s 
41 metre Grecian fir, the tallest of its kind 
ever recorded. 

The Italian garden was stunning with its 
fountains and we looked around the Palm 
House - all made of glass - and looked at 
the cacti in the Arid House. 

We also visited the Countryside Museum 
with its traction engines, wooden wagons 
and Victorian kitchen. The story of agri¬ 
culture over the ages was shown to us on a 
rolling film. For lunch, we ate on the patio 
of the Garden Centre and as the sun shone 
we tucked into a delightful homemade meal 
before going off for more exploring. 


mb Shapla Spice Lounge 

& Indian (Zuuiae 

30% OFF ON SET MEND 

Dine in only. Offer cannot be used in conjuction , with any other offer. 

Valid from 19th October - 31st October. Bookings only. 

To book please call: 01215590502 m 

Moine: 07729 397297 nmom 


22A High Street, Blackheath, Rowley Regis R65 00R 


bring 

YOUB OWN 
MC0H01 


RED HOUSE GLASS CONE 

k 1 Autumn holiday fun! 


• Open daily 10am - 4pm throughout the 
holidays 

• Juniors at Museums and special events 

(small charge may apply) 

> Interactive Garden exhibition for children 

> Glassmaking demonstrations 
12noon - 3.30pm daily 

> FREE ADMISSION 


can 01384812750 or visit www.redhousecone.co.uk 

Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 


DO YOU NEED TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR CHRISTMAS EVENT 
AND WOULD LIKE TO GO 
IN OUR ENTERTAINMENT 
SECTION OF THE CHRONICLE 
CALL DANIEL BAXENDALE: 



t3escot Sunday Market 

BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET IN THE MIDLANDS 


Attractions: Half Price Meat Auctions 
& All your favourite Market Traders! 
Fun starts at 9am 


BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

07889 975701 

All hard standing 
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SATURDAY’S TV OCTOBER 17 21 


CHOICE 





Peter Capaldi (right) 


Doctor Who 
(BBC1,8.20pm) 

The Time Lord and Clara are 
captured by Vikings and must 
help protect their village from 
attack by space warriors from 
the future known as the Mire. 
They are heavily outnumbered 
and outgunned, and their fate 
seems inevitable, so why does 
the the Doctor seem so 
preoccupied with a single Viking 
girl? First of a two-part story 
guest starring Maisie Williams, 
familiar to Game of Thrones 
fans as Arya Stark in the hugely 
popular fantasy drama, as well 
as comedian Rufus Hound, with 
Peter Capaldi and Jenna 
Coleman. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 
Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 World 
Amateur Boxing Championships. 2.30 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 3.30 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.20 BBC 
News. 5.30 Regional Programme. 5.40 
Pointless Celebrities. 

6.30 Strictly Come Dancing. Following 
last week’s second elimination, the 
pro-celebrity couples dress up to 
the nines for another ballroom 
battle, and are all smiles as they 
bid to get their names near the top 
of the leaderboard while secretly 
hoping their rivals fall flat on their 
faces during their routines. 
Whatever the quality, another pair 
will be leaving tomorrow - and the 
ultimate decision will be down to 
judges Len Goodman, Bruno 
Tonioli, Craig Revel Horwood and 
Darcey Bussell. Tonight they have 
their say on the performances and 
give their scores as usual, while 
Tess Daly keeps things ticking 
over and Claudia Winkleman gets 
the celebrities’ reactions as they 
leave the dance floor. 

8.20 Doctor Who. The Time Lord and 
Clara are captured by Vikings and 
must help protect their village 
from attack by space warriors 
from the future known as the Mire. 

9.10 Casualty. Love conquers all for a 
young couple, while emergency 
nurse Charlie is on hand to help a 
father and daughter deal with their 
grief. Hospital drama, starring 
Amanda Mealing, William Beck 
and Lee Mead. 

10.00The National Lottery Live. The 

all-important winning numbers. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Tottenham Hotspur v 
Liverpool at White Hart Lane and 
Everton v Manchester United at 
Goodison Park. The Reds were 
playing their first match since the 
dismissal of Brendan Rodgers, 
while Louis van Gaal's men 
travelled to Merseyside hoping to 
avoid a repeat of the 3-0 loss they 
suffered last season against the 
Toffees. Plus, action from Chelsea 
v Aston Villa and Crystal Palace v 
West Ham United. 

12.00 The Apprentice. (R) 1.00 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 1.05 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.20 Film: War and Peace. (1956) 9.40 
Film: The Lavender Hill Mob. (1951) 
11.00 Animal SOS. (R) 11.30 Animal 
SOS. (R) 12.00 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.30 The Great British 
Bake Off - Masterclass. (R) 1.30 Terry 
and Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 2.00 
Harvest 2015. (R) 3.00 Harvest 2015. 

(R) 4.00 Harvest 2015. (R) 5.00 Earth’s 
Wildest Waters: The Big Fish. (R) 

6.00 Flog It! Experts Charlie Ross and 

Tracy Martin visit Oxford’s 
Sheldonian Theatre to examine a 
selection of antiques, including a 
Chinese snuff bottle and a 
miniature grandfather clock. 
Meanwhile, presenter Paul Martin 
heads for the university’s faculty of 
music to examine the instruments 
in the Bate Collection. (R) 

7.00 Gardeners’ World. Actor Griff 
Rhys Jones offers Joe Swift a 
private tour of his garden and 
Carol Klein explores how leaves 
harness the sun’s energy and turn 
it into food. (R) 

7.30 Great Continental Railway 
Journeys. Armed with his trusty 
1913 Bradshaw’s Continental 
Railway Guide, Michael Portillo 
travels from Sofia to Istanbul 
along part of the route taken by the 
Orient Express. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Frazer is asked to 
look after the platoon’s Lewis gun, 
but finds himself in hot water 
when he misplaces the spring - 
and fears it is has been left inside a 
coffin. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Stephen Fry hosts an 

extended version of the quiz with a 
difference, with guests Matt 
Lucas, Lucy Porter and Ross 
Noble joining Alan Davies. 

9.45 Cradle to Grave. Fred starts work 
as a commissionaire, only to come 
into conflict with the boss, and 
Danny is mistaken for David 
Essex’s brother, something he 
happily exploits to impress the 
girls. (R) 

10.15Cradle to Grave. Sharon’s 

wedding causes old memories to 
resurface for Bet and Fred. Last in 
the series. (R) 

10.45 Film: Drive. (2011) A stuntman- 
turned-getaway driver tries to 
protect a criminal’s family, only to 
get drawn into a conflict with the 
Mafia. Crime drama, starring Ryan 
Gosling and Carey Mulligan. 

12.20 Film: La Vie en Rose. (2007) 2.30 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 

(R) 7.05 Fish Hooks. 7.25 Adventure 
Time. 7.45 Marvel Avengers Assemble. 

8.15 Horrid Henry. 8.30 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 10.20 Countrywise. 
(R) 10.45 ITV News; Weather. 10.55 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.55 Downton 
Abbey. (R) 1.00 The X Factor. (R) 3.00 
Rugby World Cup. Coverage of the 
opening quarter-final (Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.25 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 James Bond’s Spectre-With 
Jonathan Ross. Exclusive 
interviews with the cast and crew 
of the new 007 blockbuster, 
including Daniel Craig and the 
latest Bond villain, Christoph 
Waltz. Featuring behind-the- 
scenes filming from locations in 
Mexico, Rome, Austria and 
Morocco, Jonathan explores the 
enduring success of the franchise 
and its classic cars, futuristic 
gadgets and Bond girls, and tries 
fulfil his wish to get behind the 
wheel of Bond’s famous Aston 
Martin DB10. 

7.30 Rugby World Cup. Coverage of 
the second quarter-final (Kick-off 
8.00pm), as the winners of Pool C 
face the runners-up from Pool D at 
Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. The 
winners of this match will 
progress to the opening semi-final 
on Saturday of next week, when 
they will face the team to triumph 
in this afternoon’s quarter-final. 
Subsequent programmes are 
subject to change. 

10.15The Jonathan Ross Show. New 

series. The host welcomes another 
batch of celebrity guests, starting 
with Vin Diesel, Jessica Ennis-Hill, 
Harry Enfield and Paul 
Whitehouse, while Tom Jones 
provides the music. 

11.20 ITV News; Weather. 

11.35 Rugby World Cup Highlights. 
Mark Durden-Smith presents 
action from the first and second 
quarter-finals, which took place at 
Twickenham and Millennium 
Stadium respectively. 

12.35 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas. 
3.00 Show Me the Telly. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Hever Castle Triathlon. 8.00 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory. 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. 10.55 The Big Bang 
Theory. 11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage of British 
Champions Day at Ascot. 4.00 Channel 4 
News. 4.15 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.50 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.20 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.50 Come Dine with Me. 

(R) 

6.20 Come Dine with Me. Yvonne 
Finlayson hosts the final night of 
the cooking competition in 
Glasgow, offering her guests a 
combination of “scientifically- 
infused” food, high-octane 
entertainment and scintillating 
chat - plus a healthy dose of 
revelations - to try to claim the 
£1,000 prize. (R) 

6.45 Film: Beautiful Creatures. (2013) 
Premiere. A teenager falls in love 
with a new girl in his school, only 
to discover she is a witch. As dark 
secrets from her family’s past 
emerge, they discover that on her 
16th birthday, she will be required 
to choose a side in a conflict 
between good and evil. Fantasy 
based on Kami Garcia’s novel, 
starring Alden Ehrenreich, Alice 
Englert, Jeremy Irons and Emma 
Thompson. 

9.00 It Was Alright in the 1990s. Matt 
Lucas narrates another look back 
at TV shows from past decades, 
with this edition focusing on the 
time of Cool Britannia and 
programmes such as The Word, 
TFI Friday and The Girlie Show. 
With contributions by Chris 
Tarrant, Matt Forde, Jenny Eclair, 
Samira Ahmed and Philippa Perry. 
10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. 
Narrated by Caroline Aherne. (R) 
11.00 TFI Friday. Chris Evans presents a 
brand new run of the lively 
entertainment show, with guests 
Take That, Steve Coogan, Slaves 
and Saoirse Ronan. (R) 

12.05 Film: Scary Movie 2. (2001) 1.40 
Alan Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 2.35 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.45 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.40 Kirstie’s Vintage 
Gems. (R) 5.45 Hugh’s 3 Good Things: 
Best Bites. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Access. 10.45 
Cowboy Builders. (R) 11.45 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 12.45 Cowboy Builders. (R) 

I. 45 Film: Columbo Likes the Nightlife. 
(2003) Detective drama, starring Peter 
Falk. 3.30 Film: Columbo: A Bird in the 
Hand. (1992) Crime drama, starring 
Peter Falk and Tyne Daly. 5.20 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

6.15 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 

Comedy clip show featuring 
pranks gone wrong, unwise acts 
and failed attempts of misplaced 
ambition, including a motorcycle 
crashing into a church and a 
bungled shop robbery. 

6.35 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
Comedy clip show featuring 
pranks gone wrong, including 
gravity taking its toll on a 
succession of the unwary and a 
ferry crashing into a jetty. 

7.00 Now That’s Funny! A collection of 
internet-sourced videos with a 
family friendly hook, featuring 
some dating do’s and don’ts and a 
selection of kitchen nightmares. 
8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Two agents get caught up in a 
dispute between a landlord and a 
tenant who refuses to move out, 
while on the south coast, debt 
collection from a Turkish 
restaurant gets complicated. (R) 
8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
highlights of the weekend’s top 
matches from the Championship, 
League One and League Two, 
including Birmingham City v 
Queens Park Rangers, Leeds 
United v Brighton & Hove Albion, 
Coventry City v Blackpool and 
Leyton Orient v Oxford United. 
Plus, a round-up of the main 
talking points, and interviews with 
a selection of players and 
managers. 

10.30 20 Moments That Rocked the 
00s. Lauren Laverne presents a 
countdown of some of the most 
memorable moments from the 
decade, featuring a look at world¬ 
changing news stories and 
entertainment headlines. 

II. 55The Best of Bad TV. The series 

charting TV gaffes continues with 
a look at 2000s. (R) 

1.10 The Gadget Show. (R) 2.00 
SuperCasino. 4.00 Witch Hunt: A 
Century of Murder. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 10.00 
Film: Scream (1996) 11.45 Family Guy 
2.00 Together 2.30 Asian Provocateur 
3.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 4.00 
Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Magic of Mushrooms 8.00 Lost 
Kingdoms of Central America 9.00 Arne 
Dahl: A Midsummer Night’s Dream Part 1 

9.55 Arne Dahl: A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream Part 2 10.55 The Joy of the Single 

11.55 Music for Misfits: The Story of 
Indie 12.55 Britpop at the BBC 1.55 
Guitar Heroes at the BBC 2.55 Lost 
Kingdoms of Central America 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 Tricked 1.15 You’ve Been Framed! 
2.20 Film: What a Girl Wants (2003) 

4.30 Film: Hotel Transylvania (2012) 

6.15 Film: Hulk (2003) 9.00 Film: 

Bridget Jones’s Diary (2001) 11.00 
Celebrity Juice 11.50 The Almost 
Impossible Gameshow 12.50 Release the 
Hounds 1.40 Tricked 2.30 Kylie Minogue: 
The Hot Desk 2.40 Teleshopping 5.40 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.45 Inspector Morse 3.00 Midsomer 
Murders 5.00 Lewis 7.00 Doc Martin 
8.00 Midsomer Murders 10.00 Lewis 
12.00 Hidden Treasure 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.15 The Professionals 1.25 Silverstone 
Classic 2015 2.30 British Touring Car 
Championship Highlights 4.00 Film: The 
Sting (1973) 6.40 Storage Wars 7.10 
Film: Police Academy 5: Assignment 
Miami Beach (1988) 9.00 Film: Escape 
from New York (1981) 11.05 Film: 
Fearless (2006) 1.05 Hell on Wheels 2.00 
Minder 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.20 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 4.30 Film: The Golden 
Compass (2007) 6.45 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 7.00 The Big Bang Theory 7.30 
The Big Bang Theory: Top 5 Leonard 
10.00 The Inbetweeners 11.05 The IT 
Crowd 12.10 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.40 
How I Met Your Mother 1.40 The 
Inbetweeners 2.40 The IT Crowd 3.30 
Rules of Engagement 3.55 Suburgatory 
Film4 

11.00 The Virgin Queen (1955) 1.00 17 
Again (2009) 3.05 The Family Stone 
(2005) 5.10 Home Alone (1990) 7.15 
Zoolander (2001) 9.00 Contraband 
(2012) 11.10 Mama (2013) 1.10 The 
Principles of Lust (2003) 3.35 Close 


SUPER 
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Lower tyre prices 


at 


We don’t just do tyres 

' BRAKES ' ALIGNMENT 
s EXHAUSTS s BATTERIES 

FREE TEA, COFFEE & WiFi WHILE YOU WAIT 



www.tyrecity.co.uk 


10121 5595093 

45 Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LS 



LOW PRICES FAST FITTING 



WE ARE OPEN 

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm 
Sat 8am-5pm 



‘Terms and Conditions apply 
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SUNDAY’S TV OCTOBER 18 


CHOICE 



Michael Fox 


Downton Abbey 
(ITV, 9pm) 

Neville Chamberlain visits 
Downton for dinner, and is 
drawn into Violet's plan to save 
the hospital, with distressing 
consequences for everyone. 
Andy finds an unexpected 
confidante while helping Mr 
Mason move into Yew Tree 
Farm, Mary is uncertain if she 
has met her match, Edith meets 
Bertie Pelham in London, and 
Spratt comes to Denker's aid. 
Mrs Hughes struggles to keep 
Carson happy, while Mary 
thinks secrets are being kept 
from her. Rupert Frazer, Maggie 
Smith, Hugh Bonneville, Laura 
Carmichael, Jim Carter, Raquel 
Cassidy and Brendan Coyle star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 2.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.00 Eat Well for Less? (R) 
4.00 Points of View. 4.15 Songs of 
Praise. 4.50 DIY SOS: Homes for 
Veterans. (R) 5.50 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile Autumn Special. The 
latest rural developments, 
including reports on issues 
affecting country communities 
and insights into the life of the 
modern farmer. Including Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman introduce the results 
of last night’s public vote, as two 
couples face a dance-off to remain 
in the competition. Plus, music 
from Will Young. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents from Plymouth’s Royal 
William Yard. Items brought in to 
be valued include a ceremonial 
wooden spoon presented to the 
student who got the worst exam 
results in the history of Cambridge 
University, one of the last flasks of 
naval rum to be produced, a book 
of designs by a famous landscape 
gardener, a ceremonial hammer 
and chisel and some dolls’ house 
furniture. One visitor discovers the 
brooch she bought in a charity 
shop is much older than she 
thought. 

9.00 From Darkness. Claire flees to the 
safety of the Western Isles after a 
direct threat to her life, and is 
convinced she is being watched. 
Norrie feels her presence 
endangers their daughter, and 
insists she return to Manchester to 
finish things once and for all. John 
also comes under pressure to 
crack the case before his 
misconduct review, and the two 
come up with a reckless plan that 
could cost them both dearly if they 
fail. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman presents action from the 
day’s sole Premier League match. 
11.15The Apprentice. 

12.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

6.45 The Big Allotment Challenge. (R) 

7.45 Countryfile. (R) 8.45 Gardeners’ 
World. (R) 9.15 The Beechgrove Garden. 

9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 
The Great British Bake Off - Masterclass. 
(R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Terry and 
Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 1.30 John 
Huston: Talking Pictures. 2.10 Film: The 
Man Who Would Be King. (1975) 4.15 
The Railway: Keeping Britain on Track. 
(R) 5.15 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Don’t Panic-The Truth About 
Population. Statistician Hans 
Rosling uses state-of-the-art 3D 
graphics to reveal that the 
problems of rapid population 
growth and extreme poverty are 
beginning to be conquered. (R) 
7.00 Trawlermen Special: The Prawn 
Wars. Dougie Vipond follows the 
creelers, trawlers and scallop 
dredgers who have to battle to 
make a living on Scotland’s West 
Coast. 

8.00 Earth’s Wildest Waters: The Big 
Fish. Ben Fogle takes the seven 
remaining contestants to Cuba, 
where they must fish in the Bay of 
Pigs using local tyre tube boats 
and go in search of giant tarpon on 
the Atlantic coast. 

9.00 Britain’s Ultimate Pilots: Inside 
the RAF. The flyers attend the UK’s 
largest air show, where the Red 
Arrows have to struggle to cope 
with the weather and a group of 
pilots reenact a Second World War 
18-plane launch. 

10.00 Family Guy. Peter makes a group 
of female friends. 

10.20 Family Guy. Peter and Lois send 
Chris to space camp to boost his 
self-esteem, but when his stint 
ends and the Griffins arrive to pick 
him up, they are accidentally 
launched into space. 

10.45 Family Guy. 

11.05Top Coppers. A string of 

disappearances are connected to a 
medical research lab, but when 
Mahogany investigates, he is 
injected with a lethal serum that 
leaves him with 24 hours to live. 
11.35 Film: 8 Minutes Idle. (2012) 
Premiere. A lazy call centre 
employee is forced to secretly live 
in the office when his parents 
throw him out of the family home. 
Comedy, starring Tom Hughes. 
12.55 Film: Corridors of Blood. (1958) 

2.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.20 
Holby City. (R) 4.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 
(R) 7.05 Fish Hooks. 7.25 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. 7.45 Marvel Avengers 
Assemble. 8.15 Horrid Henry. 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Horrible 
Science. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 

11.20 ITV News; Weather. 11.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 Rugby 
World Cup. 3.15 Rugby World Cup. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.20 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 You’ve Been Framed! Featuring a 
bride dealing with language 
difficulties, a woman getting run 
over by a fire engine, a dog that 
shoots a video with a smartphone, 
and a surprise inside an egg. (R) 
7.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs present the final stage of 
the six chair challenge, featuring 
contestants from the Overs 
category. Judges Simon Cowell, 
Rita Ora, Nick Grimshaw and 
Cheryl Fernandez-Versini must 
each select six performers to go 
through to the live shows - but 
have the freedom to change their 
mind at any point, so even those 
who win a place are not safe until 
the very end. 

9.00 Downton Abbey. Neville 

Chamberlain visits Downton for 
dinner, and is drawn into Violet’s 
plan to save the hospital, with 
distressing consequences for 
everyone. Andy finds an 
unexpected confidante while 
helping Mr Mason move into Yew 
Tree Farm, Mary is uncertain if she 
has met her match, Edith meets 
Bertie Pelham in London, and 
Spratt comes to Denker’s aid. Mrs 
Hughes struggles to keep Carson 
happy, while Mary thinks secrets 
are being kept from her. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Rugby World Cup Highlights. 
Mark Durden-Smith presents 
action from the third and fourth 
quarter-finals, which took place at 
Millennium Stadium and 
Twickenham respectively. 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. 

12.15 Perspectives: RickWakeman on 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. (R) 1.20 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 3.50 
ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.45 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.10 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.55 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.25 Film: Spy 
Kids 4: All the Time in the World. (2011) 
Family adventure, starring Jessica Alba. 
3.05 Film: A Knight’s Tale. (2001) 
Medieval comedy adventure, starring 
Heath Ledger. 5.40 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Homes by the Sea. Architectural 
designer Charlie Luxton leaves 
behind mainland Britain and heads 
to the Channel Islands, as his 
quest to visit impressive seaside 
homes continues. On Guernsey’s 
Jerbourg peninsula, he takes in a 
remodelled clifftop villa, and an old 
windmill that once served as the 
home of French writer Victor Hugo 
during his time of exile on the 
island. Later, on Jersey, he 
examines a converted railway 
station at Corbiere, and a medieval 
church on St Brelade’s Bay. 

8.00 China: Treasures of the Jade 
Empire. A look at the relics found 
in the tombs of China’s Han 
Dynasty. The era is generally 
considered the golden age of 
ancient China, rivaling the Roman 
empire for international power, 
and has been a defining influence 
on the country’s cultural identity 
ever since. The programme 
examines how the emperors 
arranged to have their dead bodies 
mummified in the search for 
immortality and looks at a newly 
discovered version of the famous 
terracotta army. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie and During visit 
a refugee camp, while Saul and 
Allison are at odds with each other. 
Thriller following a team of CIA 
agents battling terrorists, starring 
Claire Danes. 

10.00 Experimental. Tim builds a 

vacuum-powered climbing kit and 
challenges Buddy to scale a 
theatre. The duo also examine 
G-Forces by attaching a moped to 
a children’s roundabout. Last in 
the series. 

11.05 Film: Haywire. (2011) Action 
thriller, with Gina Carano. 

12.45 Film: Metro Manila. (2013) 2.45 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.35 Food 
Unwrapped. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.35 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.10 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.15 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.30 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.50 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.20 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.35 Football 
League Tonight. (R) 10.00 The Great 
Birmingham Run. Coverage of the half¬ 
marathon. 12.05 Film: Mannequin. 
(1987) Fantasy comedy, starring Andrew 
McCarthy. 1.50 Film: Did You Hear about 
the Morgans? (2009) Romantic comedy, 
starring Hugh Grant and Sarah Jessica 
Parker. 3.55 Film: Seabiscuit. (2003) 
Fact-based horse racing drama, with 
Tobey Maguire. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Film: The Fifth Element. (1 997) 

In the 23rd century, the world 
faces destruction from a 
seemingly unstoppable force of 
pure evil. Meanwhile, a New York 
cab driver encounters a 
mysterious woman destined to 
save the Earth from its fate, and 
has to protect her from a 
scheming arms dealer and a horde 
of alien mercenaries. Luc Besson’s 
sci-fi adventure, starring Bruce 
Willis, Milla Jovovich and Gary 
Oldman. Edited for language, 
nudity and sexual content. 

9.00 Film: Centurion. (2010) Premiere. 
A Roman legion is sent on a 
mission to crush a Pictish 
uprising, only to be nearly wiped 
out in a savage ambush. A 
centurion who survives the 
massacre takes charge of the 
survivors and leads them on a 
daring mission to rescue their 
captured general and make it back 
to their own territory alive. Neil 
Marshall’s action thriller, with 
Michael Fassbender, Dominic 
West and Olga Kurylenko. 

11.00 Film: Conan the Barbarian. 

(2011) A warrior seeks revenge on 
the warlord who killed his father, 
and tries to stop him magically 
making himself all-powerful. 
Fantasy adventure, with Jason 
Momoaand Stephen Lang. 

12.55 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Britain’s Flashiest Families. A 
woman who spends tens of thousands of 
pounds on watches for her children. (R) 
4.00 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 10.00 
Film: I Know What You Did Last Summer 
(1997) 11.35 Family Guy 1.00 Asian 
Provocateur 1.30 Together 2.00 Football 
Fight Club 3.00 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Bridges That Built London with 
Dan Cruickshank 8.00 The Many Faces of 
Les Dawson 9.00 Rich Hall’s Inventing 
the Indians 10.30 Film: The Hunters 

12.20 Ultimate Swarms 1.20 Ford’s 
Dagenham Dream 2.20 Immortal? A 
Horizon Guide to Ageing 3.20 Close 
ITV2 

11.15 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 
12.20 Catchphrase 1.05 Film: What a 
Girl Wants (2003) 3.15 You’ve Been 
Framed!: Animals 4.15 Film: Happy Feet 
(2006) 6.25 Film: Lost in Space (1998) 
9.00 The Xtra Factor 10.00 Film: White 
Chicks (2004) 12.20 Viral Tap 1.05 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 

I. 55 Animal Practice 2.15 Teleshopping 

5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.20 Inspector Morse 2.40 Lewis 4.40 
Midsomer Murders 6.50 Foyle’s War 
9.00 Sunday Night at the Palladium 
10.00 Birds of a Feather 10.30 City Lights 

II. 35 Lewis 1.30 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 3.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 
Emmerdale 

ITV4 

I. 40 Film: The Sting (1973) 4.20 Film: 

Police Academy 5: Assignment Miami 
Beach (1988) 6.10 Film: Superman IV: 
The Quest for Peace (1987) 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: 

High Plains Drifter (1973) 11.15 Film: 
The Wild Bunch (1969) 2.10 Hell on 
Wheels 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Film: A Turtle’s Tale: Sammy’s 
Adventures (2010) 2.15 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 2.30 Come Dine with Me: Made in 
Chelsea Special 3.30 Made in Chelsea 
Does Come Dine with Me 4.35 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The Mechanic 
(2011) 10.50 Gogglebox 12.30 Chewing 
Gum 1.00 How to Get Fit 1.35 2 Broke 
Girls 2.55 Rules of Engagement 3.15 
Baby Daddy 3.35 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

II. 00 Went the Day Well? (1942) 1.00 
Fred Claus (2007) 3.15 The War of the 
Worlds (1953) 4.55 Fletch (1985) 6.55 
Mirror Mirror (2012) 9.00 Paul (2011) 
11.05 Role Models (2008) 1.10 Nowhere 
Boy (2009) 3.15 Close 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Being Bhaijaan, Channel 4,1am 

Shabani Hassanwalia and Samreen Farooqui’s 
documentary exploring the influence of Bollywood 
superstar Salman Khan on masculinity in India, told 
through the story of Shan Ghosh and Balram 
Gehani’s obsession with the actor. To these devotees, 
Khan’s physicality, the words he utters on screen, his 
charity work and the fact that he has yet to marry all 
verge on the sacred, but in real life the actor faces a 
five-year prison sentence for a hit-and-run case dating 
from 2002 and is currently out on bail. In Hindi and 
Urdu. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 

Fatal Trust, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A widow returns to the small town where she grew up 
to recover from her grief at the loss of her husband, 
and gets a job as a secretary to the local doctor. She 
becomes suspicious about the surprising number of 
patients who die after treatment, and becomes 
convinced the seemingly kind medic is poisoning 
them. Crime drama, starring Amy Jo Johnson and 
David Haydn-Jones. (2006) 



THURSDAY 

Total Recall, Channel 5,10pm 

A man living in a bleak future years after a nuclear 
war has fake memories of being a secret agent 
implanted into his brain. However, the procedure 
uncovers the fact that he really is a spy with his 
memory erased, and he is forced to become a 
fugitive from the totalitarian government. Sci-fi thriller 
remake, with Colin Farrell, Kate Beckinsale and 
Jessica Biel. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Skyfall, ITV, 9pm 

James Bond pursues a mysterious criminal 
mastermind who has orchestrated a terrorist 
attack on MI6 headquarters and exposed the 
identities of undercover agents around the world. The 
trail leads to a rogue former operative who has a 
personal vendetta against the intelligence 
organisation’s leader. Action thriller, starring 
Daniel Craig, Javier Bardem, Judi Dench and Ralph 
Fiennes. 


A life changing event 
awaits the citizens 


E ven the mighty Coen brothers 
couldn’t have foreseen the 
success of Fargo when it was 
released back in 1996. 

It was a huge hit, won brothers Joel 
and Ethan an Oscar for Best Original 
Screenplay, and Joel’s wife Frances 
McDormand picked up a statuette for 
her performance as pregnant 
Minnesota police chief Marge 
Gunderson, who is on the trail of two 
killers. 

Eighteen years later, writer Noah 
Hawley used the film as inspiration for 
a 10-part quirky crime drama which 
starred Billy Bob Thornton, Colin 
Hanks and Martin Freeman, although 
it was Allison Tolman who stole the 
show as Molly Solverson who, like 
Marge, is a state trooper. 

The character pops up as a four- 
year-old child in the new series, which 
acts as a kind of prequel to its 
predecessor. At the centre of the story 
is Molly’s dad Lou, who was originally 
played by Keith Carradine; here, 

Patrick Wilson assumes the role. 

The story is set in 1979 and Lou is a 
Vietnam veteran now working as a 


state police officer who, along with his 
father-in-law, Sheriff Hank Larsson, is 
investigating the links between a crime 
gang and a major Mob syndicate. 

Wilson is joined on screen by Kirsten 
Dunst and Nick Offerman, while Bruce 
Campbell makes an unmissable 
appearance as US presidential 
candidate Ronald Reagan. 

But perhaps the biggest draw is Ted 
Danson, who plays Hank, and wasn’t 
sure about taking the role. 

‘To be honest, I hadn’t watched the 
first season,” he says, somewhat 
sheepishly. “My kids all kept saying 
‘No, no, no, no, no, you’ve gotta watch 
this!’And I continued to resist, for 
some reason. 

“But then, towards the last month of 
doing CSI last year, there was an offer, 
so I immediately devoured the whole 
thing in about two days. Halfway into 
the first episode I was just totally 
hooked by the characters, the writing, 
the acting. 

‘The whole mood of it was so 
fascinating to me, and it definitely 
captured the spirit of the Coens, and 
then just took off on its own track. 


Then I had a phone call with Noah. 
The part wasn’t that large when I read 
it, and I kept saying ‘Gee, is there 
enough for me to sink my teeth into?’ 
but he remained very mysterious...” 

Danson sports an impressive beard 
throughout, and it was all his own - 
although he and his wife, Mary 
Steenburgen, weren’t so thrilled by it. 

“We both went, ‘looks good, feels 
like crap!”’ he laughs. “I couldn’t wait to 
get rid of it. I liked how it looked, but it 
was like trying to kiss through a burlap 
sack.” 

So, instead of focusing on facial hair, 
Danson would prefer people tuned in 
to see what promises to be one of 
2015’s best shows. 

“It has that same Fargo tone, but it’s 
also completely different,” he explains. 
“It has the same thing - ‘How can I be 
smiling and grimacing at the same 
time through all the violence?’ 

“You still get to know the characters 
so well because of the leisurely pace. 
But you really get stuck into a different 
world - you really do time-travel back 
to the late 70s. And it does really have 
a unique voice.” 



Ted Danson stars in Fargo, Monday, Channel 4,10pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

SAS: Who Dares Wins 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Selection for the SAS is one of the 
world’s toughest job interviews and physical fitness 
is one basic requirement, but what’s really being 
tested is psychological resilience and character as 
candidates undergo sleep deprivation, interrogation 
and a series of increasingly complex mind games. 

In this programme, ex-special forces soldiers 
recreate the selection process for 30 civilian men, 
with the first episode seeing the recruits arrive at an 
isolated barracks in Wales and are introduced to 
directing staff Foxy, Ollie and Colin, under the 
watchful eye of chief instructor Ant. 

TUESDAY 
Building Cars Live 
BBC2,7.30pm 

Contrary to what some people may think or say - 
the British car manufacturing industry is in pretty 
good shape. Every 20 seconds, a brand new 
vehicle rolls off the production line somewhere in 
Britain. This new two-part documentary takes 
viewers into the fascinating world of the car 
manufacturing industry, with presenters James May, 
Kate Humble and Ant Anstead broadcasting live 
from one of Britain’s biggest and busiest car 


factories. The trio will go behind the scenes to 
reveal the science, engineering and people that 
keep us on the road, with access all areas to 
BMW’s MINI plant in Oxford, the oldest car 
manufacturing site in Europe, with production 
dating back over 100 years, where a car is 
built every 67 seconds, which is less 
time than it takes to boil a kettle. 


WEDNESDAY 

DIY SOS: Homes for Veterans 
BBC1, 8pm 

Nick Knowles and the team continue 
with their most ambitious project to 
date, with the assistance of the local 
community and two royal helpers, 
Prince William and Prince Harry. The 
second edition sees them create a 
home for a veteran, who is a triple 
amputee after an I ED blew up in 
Afghanistan. They are also aiming 
to renovate the fronts of the 
houses on the street and put in 
new utilities, as well as creating 
a lasting legacy in the form of a 
support centre, which will help 
other veterans find homes and 
jobs. 



THURSDAY 
My Son the Jihadi 
Channel 4, 9pm 

In 2009,19-year-old Thomas Evans from 
Buckinghamshire converted to Islam, adopting the 
name of Abdul Hakim. Two years later, he left his 
family home in Buckinghamshire to travel to 
I Somalia where he became the only known 
white British man to join Al Shabaab, an Al 
\ Qaeda affiliate jihadi group behind multiple 
1 atrocities, including the 2013 Westgate 
J shopping attack in Kenya. This 
llr documentary was filmed over a nine-month 
U period and charts the struggle his 

mother Sally and younger brother 
Micheal face as they try to 
fjF • • reconcile the Thomas they 

' knew - a loving, mild- 

I TA mannered teenager - with 

Abdul, the jihadi-preaching 
fundamentalist he has 
become. While Micheal, 
who had previously 
been close to his sibling, 
often refuses to speak 
a to him when he calls, 
Sally refuses to give up 


mmm\ 


Building Cars Live, Tuesday, BBC2,7.30pm 


I on her son. 


FRIDAY 

The CIA Kennedy Killing: Conspiracy 
Channel 5,8pm 

There have been countless documentaries about 
the conspiracy theories surrounding the 
assassination of John F Kennedy, but this 
programme focuses on death of his brother, Robert, 
who shot in 1968. His killer, Sirhan Sirhan has 
spent the best part of 50 years in prison for the 
murder, but this programme looks at the claims that 
he himself was the victim of a Manchurian 
Candidate-style brainwashing. The programme also 
examines the conspiracy theories concerning other 
high-profile deaths, including that of TV presenter 
Jill Dando in 1999, and the suicide of British 
weapons inspector Dr David Kelly. There’s also a 
look at claims that the CIA made more than 600 
attempts to assassinate former Cuban president 
Fide Castro, plotting to use everything from an 
exploding cigar to a bacteria-impregnated wetsuit. 

The Graham Norton Show 
BBC1,10.35pm 

A James Bond special, with guests Daniel Craig 
and Naomie Harris, who star as 007 and Miss 
Moneypenny in the latest release Spectre. Plus, in a 
live world exclusive, singer Sam Smith performs the 
theme to the movie. 


JOHN T. HARRIS 


House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 


Come in and see us, get your 
new suite ready for Christmas. 



•Divan Beds *Bed Frames • Mattresses 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, 
Blackheath 


Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, 
Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 



Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 


Isn’t it time for a 



MMMy ~k..-. *....»** rf-l . ik! £799 

•t 

NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUWMO VAT a HIB HI I iIII 



CALL 01245 396910 



GasOn Spares Ltd 



The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 

We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 




HJ COOPER 

TIMBER & DIY 

FREE BONFIRE WOOD 

• Decking • Sleepers • Timber/K/D/Par 

• Dados • Skirting • Architraves • MDF • 0SB 

• Chipboard • White Hard Board • Pine Board 

• Pin Board • Plywood Int/Ext • Mouldings • Doors 

• Worktops • Fencing • Sheet Materials • Frames 

• Paints • Roofing • Stair Materials 
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TRADE & PUBLIC CALL 

01384 254591 

Delivery and Cutting Service 

Unit 19, Thornleigh Trading Estate, Farthings Lane, Dudley DY2 8UB 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Bison 4 

Loft Ladders 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• f: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• f: Now complete with 
‘comfort” feet to protect 

and wooden floors. 


W: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.347 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

c 

2 

T 

3 

V 

B 

5 

P 

6 Z 

7 

Y 

8 

E 

D 

10 

G 

11 

L 

12 

X 

13 

R 

14 

u 

15 

Q 

16 

M 

17 

F 

18 

1 

19 

H 

20 

N 

21 
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22 

J 

23 

w 

24 

K 

25 

s 

26 

o 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

u 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

N 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Mail could have 
originated in Peru 
(4) 

8. Sign of a poet 
completely lacking 
inspiration? (5,5) 

9. E.g. a thief to catch 
a thief? (4,4) 

10. Help to place a 
wager (4) 

12. Said my alarm went 
off (6) 

14. Recaps outrageous 
escapade(6) 

15. Lots go under it (6) 

17. On receiving flower, 
doctor becomes 
crabbed (6) 

18. Incline to be thin (4) 

19. Rave about big 
town in truth (8) 

21. Case against the 
prisoner? (10) 

22. Coil with a blow? 

(4) 


Down 

2. Suggest I’d go in to 
frighten (10) 

3. Skilful sailor takes 
on the French (4) 

4. It provides a star- 
studded cast for the 
viewer (6) 

5. Presumably they 
help one to look 
slippy (6) 

6. Does he mend 
broken marriages? 
( 8 ) 

7. Give a victory roll on 
the drums? (4) 

11. Elucidation of 
former place (10) 

13. Impetus for more 
than a short time (8) 

16. Let the cat out of 
the bag about meat 
( 6 ) 

17. Spoil drink at the 
rim (6) 

18. Does he travel up 
by train? Don’t 
believe him! (4) 

20. Manners, so to 
speak (4) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Platform (4) 

8. Victorious (10) 

9. Finished (8) 
10. Sleigh (4) 

12. Ready (6) 

14. Show (6) 

15. Still (6) 

17. Threefold (6) 

18. Sour (4) 

19. Attend (8) 

21. Abusive (10) 

22. Frank (4) 


Down 

2. Dictatorial (10) 

3. Cease (4) 

4. Noiseless (6) 

5. Hinder (6) 

6. Punish (8) 

7. Boss (4) 

11. Great merit (10) 
13. Bullfighters (8) 

16. Perpetrate (6) 

17. Ligament (6) 

18. Too (4) 

20. Mediocre (2-2) 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Raise; 8 Outlook; 9 Ath¬ 
lete; 10 Corps; 12 Economical; 15 Second hand; 

18 Shops; 19 Ducking; 21 Concern; 22 Point. 
Down: 1 Broadcasts; 2 Tight; 3 Hebe; 4 Modern; 

5 Stockman; 6 Correct; 11 Sole rights; 13 Can¬ 
ister; 14 Account; 16 Hiding; 17 Mimic; 20 Cope. 
QUICK - Across: 7 Force; 8 Adipose; 9 Example; 
10 Limit; 12 Dissidence; 15 Astrologer; 18 Extra; 

19 Fitness; 21 Protein; 22 Place. Down: 1 Ef¬ 
feminate; 2 Great; 3 Help; 4 Wagers; 5 Dislodge; 

6 Comment; 11 Trespasser; 13 Isolated; 14 
Station; 16 Offend; 17 Regal; 20 Type. 


In the Bible, who owned the vineyard 
adjoining King Ahab’s palace? 

What sort of bird is a yaffle? 

Who were the handmaidens of Odin 
who served at the Valhalla banquets? 
In which city is Yeshiva University? 

In which country was the first British 
atomic missile exploded in 1953? 


6. On which instrument was the ‘Harry 
Lime Theme’ played? 

7. What art gallery is situated at Millbank, 
London? 

8. Where is ‘The Street Which is Called 
Straight’? 

9. What does the cooking term nivernaise 
mean? 

10. What, in American slang, is a ‘Holy 
Joe’? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 1986; 2 Sir Robert Menzies; 

3 Jim Callaghan; 4 Aaron Copland; 5 Pluto; 
6 Aurora; 7 Greenland and Iceland; 

8 Dromedary; 9 Futurism; 10 Henry James. 
Niner: ALDERSHOT 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

598874 gives a game, 

62552 gives a second game, 

1383453 gives a third game. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



THINK YOU CAN’T 
AFFORD A NEW CAR? 


'M 

UH! 

W VAUXHALL 


© 



WHAT A LOAD 

OF SCRAP. 


We'll give you 


£ 2,000 


scrappage for your old car to put towards 
a brand new Vauxhall across our range* 

CONTACT US TODAY 


Dudley Motor Company 
Dudley 

01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

0121 5030001 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447 970 

T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 288 333 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 
76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

*£2,000 Scrappage Allowance towards a new car is offered on condition that the traded-in car has been registered in your name as the owner for at least 90 days and the registration document is in your name and address. Offer available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other sales categories are 
excluded. Offer applies to selected new vehicles ordered between 8 October 2015 and 15 December 2015. "Excludes VIVA, ADAM JAM, New Corsa Sting, NewCorsa Sting R.Ts&Cs apply. Participating Retailers only. UK supplied vehicles only. #0fficialEU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will 
depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicalfactors. 
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New member for the team 


Vauxhall sales have rarely 
been stronger than they are 
now, so T. Wall Vauxhall has 
been recruiting more mem¬ 
bers of the sales team. Paul 
Westwood has now arrived at 
the Kingswinford dealership 
to take up his role as a mem¬ 
ber of the sales force bring¬ 
ing with him around 20 years 
vehicle retailing experience 
gained mainly at the Brindley 
Group. 

Paul’s knowledge and expertise 
was gained through working with 
the Ford, Toyota, Citroen and Vol¬ 


vo franchises. He held the position 
of sales manager at the group’s 
Citroen franchise for 18 months 
but left the company taking on a 
new challenge. 

He returned for a second spell with 
the company by becoming a part of 
the firm’s Volvo sales team. Within 12 
months he’d worked his way up to the 
position of sales manager. 

Paul has also been an Accredited 
Motability Specialist for more than a 
decade. He’ll take time to find and ex¬ 
plain the various options open to Mot- 
ability customers and works to match 
their individual needs, his vast product 
knowledge coming into play. 

Paul’s friendly demeanour and ex¬ 
cellent customer service skills have 


brought him many loyal customers. 
Paul says: “It’s really gratifying when 
customers actually seek you out per¬ 
sonally when they wish to purchase a 
car. And it’s good to have confidence 
in the products that you sell.” 

“I’m excited to be involved with the 
Vauxhall brand. The manufacturer is 
producing some terrific products right 
now, and more are just around the cor¬ 
ner, new models such as the seventh 
generation Astra. It’s just stunning 
to look at and extremely competitive 
when it comes to running costs, spa¬ 
cious, performance, handling and 
style.” 

“Here’s more good news,” says 
Paul. “It’s mainly British as both the 
hatch and estate versions are pro¬ 
duced at Ellesmere Port.” 


Knowledge big benefit 


With around 32 years motor industry 
experience to call upon Mark Johnson 
has joined the sales team at T. Wall 
Vauxhall in Pensnett, Kingswinford. 
An ex-Brindleys Group employee for 
around 20 years, Mark held various 
positions within the company, work¬ 
ing his way up to the ranks to become 
sales manager, and then general man¬ 
ager. 

Mark’s product knowledge is very consid¬ 
erable, particularly when it comes to Vaux¬ 
hall, Citroen, Volkswagen and Audi, as these 
have been the franchises that he has been 
deeply involved with. Mark has also been 
employed at Wolverhampton Motor Servic¬ 
es where he was responsible for the sale of 
many Volkswagen and Audi cars. 

A resident of Wolverhampton, Mark is delighted 
to have joined the sales operation at T. Wall Vaux¬ 
hall. 

He says: “I’ve been made to feel very welcome 
by my colleagues in the sales team. 

“It’s an excellent company to be working for and 
shares my passion for customer care, where the 
requirements of every customer are always para¬ 
mount.” 

He continues: “With a stream of brand new mod¬ 
els having been released, and yet more on the way, 
it’s an exciting time to be representing Vauxhall. 

“The release of the all-new Astra is almost upon 
us and we’re all working hard to prepare for this 
sleek new model’s official showroom launch.” 

Over the years Mark has gained a substantial fol¬ 
lowing with car buyers actually seeking him out as 
they like dealing with him. 

“I’ve only been here at T. Wall for a couple of 
weeks,” he says, “but I’m already meeting custom¬ 
ers from the past. 

“It’s essential to enjoy meeting people in this 
job, and of course, I’m looking forward to meeting 
new customers too.” 



MASSIVE VAUXHALL 
PRE-REG SALE EVENT 


come- 
hirst served 

Don’t miss this 

opportunity 



Just like the old Viva, 


but completely different 


NU 65 REG NewVauxhall 

Viva SE 

for immediate delivery 


£7995 



NU 65 REG I NewVauxhall 

Corsa Sting 


our price 


Spec includes • Bluetooth® connectivity • Twin white stripes on bonnet, roof and tailgate 
• CD/MP3 CD player/stereo radio and aux-in socket • 16" white alloys • Cruise control 


£8495 



New nu 65 reg Vauxhall 

Meriva Techline 1.4 

Spec includes • Electrically heated front seats • Front fog lights 

• Mobile phone system with Bluetooth®* • 17-inch alloy wheels 

• Full body-colour door mirrors 


LIST PRICE 

£13995 


SAVE £2500 


£11495 



New NU 65 REG Vauxhall 

Mnlflra Techline 1.6 
l v l U Ka Whisper Diesel 


Spec includes • Diesel • Dual-zone Electronic Climate Control 

• Navi 950 satellite navigation system • Cruise control 

• CD, MP3 CD player and stereo radio 


LIST PRICE 

£19104 


2609 


£16495 


T Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett, Award winning family-run business-established 1953 

01384 288333 Kingswinford 1 Mile from Russells Hall 

www.twall.co.uk DY6 8XB Hospital, towards Kingswinford Motability Premier Dealer 


Motability 



Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Highest: VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4i 120PS 16v Exclusive Turbo A/C with 15”, 16” and 17” wheels, A6: Urban: 29.7 (9.5), Extra-urban: 
49.6 (5.7), Combined: 39.8 (7.1). C0 2 emissions: 166g/km Lowest: VAUXHALL Viva 5 Door Hatchback I.Oi 75PS SE with EcoTyre 14”, 15” and 16” wheels, M5: Urban: 52.3 (5.4), Extra-urban: 76.3 (3.7), Combined: 65.7 (4.3). C0 2 emissions: 99g/km. 

Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicalfactors. Offers subject to availability, terms and conditions. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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r 500 Yards From 

\ Center: 



OakGarage® 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, .CO.llk 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

13 C3 1.6 Exclusive Silver Only 5000 Miles £7,795 

12 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Blue Only 7000 Miles £8,995 

12 Ka 1.2 Edge Red Only 7000 Miles £5,995 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Blue Only 7000 Miles £8,495 

14 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue Only 9000 Miles £9,495 

62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles £10,995 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles £28,995 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Silver Only 12000 Miles £7,995 

11 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Blue Only 12000 Miles £7,295 

62 Kia Picanto 1.0 1 Air Blue Only 13000 Miles £5,995 

12 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Black Only 13000 Miles £10,995 

12 Kia Venga 1.6 2 Auto Silver Only 14000 Miles £7,995 

13 C4 G Picasso 1.6 HDI Platinum Red Only 14000 Miles £13,495 

12 Agila 1.2 SE Black Only 16000 Miles £5,995 

10 Note 1.5 DCI N-Tec Black Only 16000 Miles £6,995 

Citroen 


Vauxhall 


12 Meriva 1.4 SE Grey 25k 

£7,495 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Red 29k 

£7,295 

62 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 37k 

£6,995 

12 Antara 2.2 CDTI Exc 163 Auto Black 23k 

£12,495 

Other 


12 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Auto Silver 24k 

£8,495 

09 Fiat Bravo 1.4 Active Grey 54k 

£3,295 

12 Honda Civic 1.4 i-VTEC SE Red 20k 

£8,795 

62 Renault Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Red 31k 

£9,495 

12 Renault Clio 1.2 Dyn Tomtom 3dr Silver 32k 

£5,495 

12 VW Polo 1.2 60 Match Black 55k 

£6,795 


Sales Line Open Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 




12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS6 Iron Grey 17k £8,495 

12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR Black 36k £7,495 

63 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS6 Grey 25k £9,495 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21 k £7,495 

12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Beige 31 k £7,795 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 34k £7,495 

06 C4 VTR+1.6 HDI Coupe Black 62k £2,995 

57 C4 G Picasso 1.8 VTR+ Silver 62k £4,295 

12 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI Platinum EGS6 Blue 21k £10,995 

Ford 

11 Fiesta 1.4 Titanium Green 23k £7,295 

60 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Titanium 3dr Red 17k £7,495 

09 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Titanium 3dr Green 89k £4,995 

12 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Zetec Ink Blue 23k £7,995 

12 Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto White 34k £8,495 

08 Focus 1.6 Zetec Grey 76k £3,995 

Nissan 

58 Note 1.4 Visia Silver 63k £3,495 

12 Note 1.6 Acenta Auto Blue 26k £6,995 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec + Blue 34k £6,995 

63 Navara 2.5 DCI Tekna Auto Silver 29k Plus VAT £14,995 

Peugeot 

61 Bipper Tepee 1.3 HDI EGC Grey 18k £6,295 

12 207 1.4 HDI Active Blue 26k £6,795 

12 308 1.6 HDI Active Shark Grey 41k £6,995 


All Motability Vehicles are: 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 

* 1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 

Find the car 
you need today 



widely available or more unusual 
we've got the car you want 





Trfly~50b Yards From 
Merry Hill Shopping Centc 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


Exclusivity 
and luxury 
in new SUV 
from Bentley 

Bentley Motors has announced full details 
of its new model, the Bentayga which com¬ 
bines luxury with effortless performance 
and everyday usability. With an all-new W12 
powertrain, the Bentayga is the fastest, most 
powerful, most luxurious and most exclusive 
SUV in the world. It offers a true Bentley driv¬ 
ing experience and showcases innovative 
technology features. 

Designed, engineered and handcrafted in Crewe, 
the Bentayga’s styling is pure Bentley. Sculptural with 
an elegant, timeless execution, it perfectly balances 
athleticism with confidence. From the four round LED 
headlamps and large matrix grille, to the distinctive 
power line and muscular haunches, the Bentley DNA 
is apparent throughout. 

The Bentley Bentayga boasts the world’s finest automo¬ 
tive cabin, with unrivalled levels of precision. The detailing in 
metal, wood and leather - including meticulous tolerances 
between elements of trim - is the epitome of modern British 
luxury. 


Refinement 

An all-new twin-turbocharged 6.0-litre W12 engine is at 
the heart of the new Bentayga. The mighty 12-cylinder unit 
combines efficiency and refinement with ultra-luxurious lev¬ 
els of power and torque. With 608 PS (600 bhp / 447kW) 
and 900 Nm (663 lb. ft) delivering a 0-60 mph time of 4.0 
seconds (0-100 km/h in 4.1 seconds) and a top speed of 
187 mph (301 km/h), the Bentayga is the world’s most pow¬ 
erful and fastest SUV. 

A suite of state-of-the-art driver assistance systems and 
infotainment features designed to enhance safety, comfort 
and convenience make the Bentayga an innovative, ad¬ 
vanced and connected luxury SUV. 

Innovative systems available on the Bentayga include 
Electronic Night Vision, which uses infra-red technology to 
identify potential obstacles ahead, and a Head-Up Display, 
which reduces driver distraction and increases safety. The 
Bentayga’s all-new, cutting-edge 8” touch screen infotain¬ 
ment system boasts class-leading navigation technology, a 
60GB hard drive, and a choice of up to 30 languages. Rear 
seat passengers benefit from the introduction of the Bentley 
Entertainment Tablet - a removable 10.2” Android device 
with 4G, WiFi and Bluetooth for effortless, high-speed on¬ 
board connectivity. 

Customers can choose between three different sound 
systems for the Bentayga: Bentley Standard Audio, Bentley 
Signature Audio and Naim for Bentley Premium Audio. The 
latter is the most powerful system in the segment, with 1,950 
watts, a network of 18 speakers and super-tweeters for unri¬ 
valled recreation of the highest audio frequencies. 

A combination of advanced design, innovative engineer¬ 
ing and state-of-the-art manufacturing technologies - in¬ 
cluding the use of lightweight aluminium - has enabled a 
total weight saving of 236kg compared to a traditional body 
construction. 


Finest 

Step inside the new Bentayga and you find the finest au¬ 
tomotive interior in the world, with handcrafted wood and 
leather throughout - engineered with precision to deliver ab¬ 
solute perfection. The attention to detail in metal, wood and 
leather is the epitome of modern British luxury, and is only 
achievable thanks to the exceptional skill of the workforce 
in Crewe. 

Sumptuous front seats, individually handcrafted in Crewe 
and featuring 22-way adjustment including adjustable cush¬ 
ion and backrest bolsters, provide superb support and 
comfort for all conditions. This cosseted feeling is further 
enhanced with a six-programme massage system, seat 
heating and ventilation. 

Whether selected in four or five-seat configuration, all of 
the leather seats in the Bentayga are available with con¬ 
trast stitching and a quilted diamond design applied to the 
‘shoulders’ and bolsters, echoing the design of a finely tai¬ 
lored British hunting jacket. 

Never before has a vehicle so coherently combined gen¬ 
uine luxury with go-anywhere driving ability. The develop¬ 
ment programme for the Bentayga has been the most ex¬ 
haustive in the Bentley brand’s history, ranging across five 
continents. 

From the dirt and gravel of South Africa and the dunes 
of Dubai, to the muddy fields of Cheshire, and from -30°C 
in the frozen North Cape to searing 50°C desert heat, the 
Bentayga’s ability to perform on any surface and even in the 
most extreme conditions has been proven. 

The Bentayga redefines personalisation and bespoke lux¬ 
ury. Paint, leather, veneer and lifestyle options are unlimited 
and tailored to the individual. 

As with all Bentleys, the Bentayga can also be handed 
over to the highly skilled and dedicated craftspeople at Mul- 
liner, who will respond to bespoke customer requirements. 
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f£fm savin g s be had across the whole Brindley Group 


^IP^oOi? • SAVE up t0 £6,000 on delivery mileage cars 

/O ^1 ^ /I 7^^ O ~a ^ jfm na ■ n ■ nn ■ ■ AA ^ C >"A IA ■ iaa a| a <aj >a a 


m/* vMvk up iv i^VjV/w vi i ui^iiv^i y iim^u 

* SAVE a minimum £500 on used cars 

• 9.9% APR Flexible Finance to suit all 


Look at what’s on offer 


All cars have delivery miles only and come with the balance of 3 years warranty. Part exchanges are welcome. 


Vauxhall Corsa 


Mazda 2 



£ 9,999 

SAVE up to £2,261 


Vauxhall Astra Mitsubishi Mirage 
1.6 5dr Excite ‘1 ’ 1.0 from 


1 


£ 9,999 £ 12,499 £ 6,995 

SAVE up to £2,526 SAVE £6,136 SAVE up to £2,004 


Honda Civic 
1.6 SE Plus 


Vauxhall Astra 
1.4 5dr Excite 


Nissan Pulsar 
1.2 DIG T 115 from 


Mazda 6 


Mazda 3 


£ 18,699 

SAVE £3,006 


£ 11,999 

SAVE £5,921 


£ 12,495 

SAVE up to £4,000 


£ 21,899 £ 13,999 


SAVE up to £5,036 SAVE up to £2,996 


Vauxhall Mokka 




£ 14,999 

SAVE up to £3,815 


Nissan Navara 
Tekna 


Hyundai i20 
Premium 1.2 5dr 


Honda Civic 1.8 
SR 5dr Auto 


Nissan Note 
Visia 1.5 dCi 


£ 16 , 995 *™, £ 11,999 


SAVE £5,350* 


SAVE £2,026 


£ 19,599 

SAVE £3,061 


£ 10,995 

SAVE £3,785 


Honda Jazz 
1.4 EX CVT 


Honda Jazz 
1.2 S 


Honda Civic 
1.8 SE Plus 5dr 


Hyundai ilO 
SE 1.0 Blue Drive 


Nissan Note 
Acenta 1.5 dCi 


£ 14,495 

SAVE £3,100 


£ 9,999 

SAVE £2,196 


£ 16,995 

SAVE £3,095 



£ 8,499 

SAVE £1,476 


£ 11,495 

SAVE £4,680 


Honda Jazz 
1.4 ES Plus 


Vauxhall Antara 


Hyundai ix35 SE 
1.7 CRDi Blue Drive 


£ 13,499 

SAVE £2,996 



£ 16,999 £ 17,999 


SAVE up to £2,365 SAVE £3,411 



Honda Civic 
Tourer 1.6 SE Plus 


£ 19,699 

SAVE £3,006 


Pick up a SALES LIST CATALOGUE from any of our dealer sites. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


HONDA 


Visit brindley.co.uk for your nearest dealership 

HYLJnORI - 


KIA MOTORS 






MITSUBISHI MOTORS 


Cannock West Bromwich 
Halesowen Wolverhampton 


West Bromwich 
Wolverhampton 


Tipton 

Wolverhampton 


Stourbridge 

Wolverhampton 


Cannock 


Cannock 


VAUXHALL 

Cannock 


Codsall 

Stourbridge 


Brindley Garages Group - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931 • These offers supersede all previous offers. 
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By John Griffiths 

A car’s styling is, to a great ex¬ 
tent, a matter of personal choice: 
you love it, hate it or are left com¬ 
pletely unmoved. 

For me, the DS5 comes in that first 
category and that applies particularly 
to the car’s interior - a mix of exclusive 
club lounge and aircraft cockpit. It’s 
a pleasant, even exciting, place to be 
even before you press the starter but¬ 
ton. 

I’ve been trying self-analysis with regard 
to this response. Is it just different, and new 
(as any car can be) or is there a hint of re¬ 
pressed nostalgia for that iconic French mo¬ 
tor of the 50s and 60s, the Citroen DS? 

To me that legendary motor, while not 
without its issues, was a real innovator: 
space age looks yet a world away from 
the winged wonders inspired by American 
cars of that era. Plus it pioneered innovative 
features such as hydraulic self-levelling sus¬ 
pension and directional headlights. 

Now DS Automobiles is a stand-alone 
premium brand under the Citroen umbrella. 
Like Toyota with Lexus and Nissan with In- 
finiti, such a rebranding of flagship models 
is undoubtedly a sensible way of breaking 
the badge domination of the premium Ger¬ 
man brands, and Jaguar, in this sector. 

The DS5 tested - Presitige Blue 180bhp 
version - at £32,040 is a prime example, 
a big, smooth and economical car oozing 
Gallic style which will certainly make its driv¬ 
er stand out from the crowd in the compa¬ 
ny car park. No, I can’t say it looks like the 
original DS, but as you pass an eye over its 
sleek lines there are hints which stir memo¬ 


is a stylish class act 


ries for car fans of a certain age. But inside 
it is thoroughly modern, and unique: vive la 
difference, one might say. 

There’s the crystal clear virtual instru¬ 
ment display in front of the driver, while at 
his side is a high centre console (no, not a 
transmission tunnel as it’s front wheel drive) 
which means the array of switches and gear 
change level fall easily to hand, just in the 
right place. All switches are big and solid, 
with chromed rims. 

Overhead there are front and rear sun 
roofs (with electrically controlled blinds) 
which makes the cabin feel light and airy, 
and give an impression that its even bigger 
than it actually is - in fact the DS5 will seat 
five adults in comfort. 

In front, the sun roof is split into two (both 
can be opened and closed individually) di¬ 
vided by an aircraft style roof console, hous¬ 
ing more toggle switches and controls. 

The seats themselves are superbly 
shaped, well-padded leather and multi-ad¬ 
justable - some of the most comfortable I 
can recall. 

There is a seven-inch touch screen in the 
centre of the dashboard, controlling satnav, 
audio, trip computer and a range of other ve¬ 
hicle functions, plus a steering wheel with re¬ 
mote controls. Dual zone automatic climate 
control, noise-reducing window glass and an 
upmarket sound system are also part of the 
luxury package, 

Linder the bonnet there’s a two-litre turbo 
diesel, turning out 180bhp and a whopping 
400Nm of torque which is a good combina¬ 
tion for smooth, swift progress, with good 
response at low revs, It’s quiet, too, rarely 
raising its voice above a whisper and the ride 
is particularly supple and comfortable, a true 
descendant of the DS philosophy. 

Its vital statistics are 0 to 62mph in 9.9 sec¬ 



‘Is there a hint of 
repressed nostalgia for 
that iconic French motor 
of the 50s and 60s, the 
Citroen DS?’ 


onds, official average fuel consumption of 
64.2mpg and (for a car of this size) an im¬ 
pressively low and tax-efficient C02 rating 
of 114g/km. 

The six-speed torque converter auto¬ 
matic gear box does its job well enough 
although it isn’t perhaps as responsive as 
some of the latest dual clutch systems if 
you’re pushing on. But then I’m not sure if 
this is part of the DS5’s character: it’s a car 
which seems more about the smooth, re¬ 
laxed covering of distance rather than the 
traffic lights grand prix. 

There’s a long list of standard equip¬ 


ment, including cruise control front and 
rear parking sensors, rear parking camera, 
stability control, emergency brake assist, 
hill start assist, automatic headlights, and 
door mirrors with kerb lighting. 

The other DS5 in Prestige Blue trim is the 
2.0 litre six-speed manual, 150bhp model 
which starts from £29,560. The range has 
a three year. 60,000 mile warranty. 

The DS5 is a class act, offering a blend 
of performance with economy and tax effi¬ 
ciency. You could say many new cars do 
that - and that’s true, but in the DS you do 
it in style, and dare to be different. 


GREAT PRICES 


Way of Life! 



Vitara from 

£13,999 


- RUGGED SUV DESIGN 

■ 5* EURO NCAP SAFETY RATING 

■ ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 

- PERSONALISATION OPTIONS 


AT HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 
2 GREAT NEW CARS 


HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 


Dudley Road Halesowen B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 



Celerio from 

£ 6,999 


• EFFICIENT 1.0 PETROL ENGINE 

• COMPACT 5-DOOR HATCHBACK 

• EASY TO DRIVE 

> DAB DIGITAL RADIO 


Book your test drive today at suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 
Or visit us at www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Vitara range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 42.1-61.4 (6.7-4.6), Extra Urban 55.4-76.3 (5.1-3.7), Combined 49.5-70.6 (5.7-4.0), C0 2 
emissions 131-106 g/km and for the Suzuki Celerio range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 55.3-68.9 (5.3-4.1), Extra Urban 76.3-83.0 (3.7-3.4), Combined 65.7-78.4 (4.3-3.6), C0 2 emissions 
99-84 g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. For full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. Offer subject to availability for vehicles privately registered between 1st October 2015 to 31st December 2015 from participating Authorised 
Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. Model(s) shown *Celerio 1.0 SZ4 available at £8,999 on the road (Metallic paint available at £415). Celerio range - Celerio 1.0 SZ2 Petrol Manual available at £6,999 to Celerio 1.0 SZ4 Petrol 
AGS available at £9,799, *Vitara 1.6 SZ5 2WD Manual with Urban Pack available at £19,169 on the road. (Single-tone metallic paint available at £415, dual-tone paint is available at £800.) Vitara 1.6 SZ4 Petrol manual available at £13,999 to Vitara 1.6 DDiS SZ5 ALLGRIP Manual with Rugged Pack available at £22,549. 
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Local Specialists 


L 


Double Glazing 


MislejIM^K? 
Contact USfop a HtEE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 1^,^ 
windows, doors & 



Domestic 

Industrial 

Commercial 


r, Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 
Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for more services 

Over 1 


^^^^0138^^784:0 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MB()electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality J ncm 
local service call: Tm 


0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric.co.uk 


SM, 


Decorating 


K MJD Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
■1 > Free Quotes - Fully Insured 

Commercial Work Undertaken 

m No job too small 

Give Mick a Cali 
^ Tel:07889923896 

Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


conservatories 

’A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

A £*tesu2A4, eJJficiesit tuwAX&tuJ, A A 
w w that umui! t cojt the. easith S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com M. 

•Ol^'iU'd.ns [FENSA] £ 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 

. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

r Free quotations available Over 20 years’ experience 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
s, Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured fjj 

0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: 

07730 
477564 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 

07767869792 

We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 



Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


MOT’S 

L _ 

M 

£2 

with tl 
FREE 

Green Garage, Unit 1 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club 

0121 55S 

OT 

7.99 

iis advert 
RE-TEST 

’a station Road, 

), Blackheath, B65 ou 

>6001 

0 

MOT 



D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Carpentry 



i 11 q q Ii il 8 j r 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON C0MP0TING? ' 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed I 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks | 

• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed , 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOO NEED A NEW PCT 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Fencing 


l-BTFencing 



AH types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUO 1 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Slava on| 

•1384 212891 or 17970 300586 


Accident Repair 


PLATINUM AUTO DETAILING 




♦ FULL PAINT CORRECTION DETAILS 
♦ REMOVE SWIRLS/SCRATCHES AND ORANGE 
PEEL FROM PAINTWORK 

CALL US NOW 
TEL: 0121 238 2275 

EMAIL: PLATINUMDETAILING@AOL. CO. UK 
WWW. PLATINUMAUTODETAILING. CO. UK 
ADDRESS: 3 DUGDALE STREET. BIRMINGHAM BIS 4JA 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Gardening 


HOWAH TREE & 
GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist ‘Stump Grinding/ 
Root Removal "Hedges Pruned/Shaped 
"Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
"Fencing "Turfing "Concreting "Driveways 
& Patios "Plus Much More 
Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 
24/7 365 emergency 
callout service 

01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, 
N.P.T.C. QUALIFIED, PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
(£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Does your garden need a makeover?? 


WE SPECIALISE IN TOTAL 
LANDSCAPES, PATIOS, 
DECKING, FENCING, 
BUILDING WORK, BLOCK 
PAVING AND TARMAC 



07901 884690 OR 0121 532 5705 FREE No obligation quotes 


BA 


mmmsmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
’ Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 

g><g§©o( 

www.ragardenservices.net 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


Now taking bookings for Autumn/Winter 

• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Patios Jet Washed 


nuw Lemi 

* 


n/winter 


Please call: 0121 422 5818/07979 980951 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

► TREE REMOVAL 

► CROWN REDUCTION 

► STUMP GRINDING 

► HEDGE TRIMMING 

► GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01902 319590 


JO 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 


m 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 0QB 
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Local Specialists 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

| For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
7 and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


7538 718264 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs JO 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting . m „ ... 

• Cooker Repairs 


• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Landlord 
Inspections 

• Family Run 
Business 


I 


FREE QUOTES 

"aaerCaid J T/Maestrol 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

^ ^ All General Plumbing Undertaken 

, •Bathrooms Suites 
I 1 x • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
* j •Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rsplumbmg-halesowen.co.uk 

“Gall Richard: 07902157 496 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 




Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

LU M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

A All installations and repairs 

Supply and fit or fit only ^ ldd4 ^ 




KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling - Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

* Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
>r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 


Skip Hire 


®IH2I SIZES 

AttJy AltliyAS 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 




|-X 

_ 

Roofing 

_ 


T,T 


ALL 


iTAi:i A 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V*—www.household-plumbing.cOxU.k ^ 


Property Maintenance 


ROWAN PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE LTD 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting 

And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering 

And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing 

★ Pressure washing 

★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO 

OBLIGATION QUOTATION 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, 
CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
(£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



HOOFING SERVICES 




Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cres sage-group .co.uk 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 




ast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 

'’’CompleteJJathrooms 
"Tiling and*Plumbing^ 1 ™ 
Kitchens and Conservatories 
i All work undertaken 



604632 




To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 


Callus on... 

01902319590 


I 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore§expressandstar.co.uk 


£ 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 





Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 
Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some 
free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London 
hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 
Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super 
two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option 
to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early 
afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West 
End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on 
the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class 
travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star 
London hotel of your choice (hotel supple¬ 
ments may apply). Includes a top priced 
ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 
Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackneath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


www.nedowning.co.uk 




Family 


ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR, lifts you up 
and down, 

£80. 

07950 418286. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

4-6mph, racing green, 2 new 
batteries, car type seat and 
basket, recently bought for 
£450. Will sell for £350 ono. 
New fold up wheelchair, free of 
charge with scooter if required. 
Telephone 01384 343562. 


Leisure 

Time 


ATLAS CHORUS DELUXE 

35ft x 12ft, 3 bedrooms, sleeps 
8, sited on Littlesea Holiday 
Park, Weymouth, sea view, first 
to view will buy. 

Bargain: £13,800. 

07474 327532. 


AVONDALE ARROW 

18ft, 5 berth, 2005, remote 
mover, full oven, shower, blow 
air heating, screen blinds, 
awning, more extras. 
Excellent condition. 
£4,200. 

07555 645612. 


SALOP LEISURE 

Over 150 New and Pre Owned Touring 
Caravans and Motorhomes in stock. Prices 
starting from £1,995 Swift, Sprite, Sterling, 
Bailey, Elddis, Coachman, Bessacarr. 

7 day service department. 2015 PRACTICAL 
CARAVAN DEALER OF THE YEAR. 

For more info call Paul on 07872 671153 


world 

-^Mobility M 

Hew SUirlifts torn £1 ,400 fitted 

Electric 




Recline _ 

_ _ We offer excellent customer 

7*"" service and aftercare on all 

mm gur products, 


Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING AT REAR 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


CHEAP STATIC WILLERBY 
CARAVAN 

38ft x 12ft, DG. 

Sited at Borth, sea views, 
compete with decking and 
2015 site fees. 
Immaculate condition. 

12 months season. 
Fantastic pitch with private 
garden. 

Sale due to illness 

£12,995 ovno. 

07831 414009. 


LUNAR QUASAR 

2005, 19ft. long, with remote 
remover, 4 berth, fixed bed, full 
oven cooker, full screen and 
blinds, full shower room, 
Blowair heating, awning, many 
more extras. Mint condition, 
£5,100 o.n.o. 07497 805154. 


STATIC CARAVAN FOR 
SALE 


till March 2016. 

£14,000 ono. 
07501 080030. 



STATIC CARAVAN SIX 
BERTH 

Excellent condition, fully air 
conditioned, fees paid up, 
excellent site facilities, on river, 
fishing, 2 pools, etc, Family site, 
dog friendly. 

£7,000 

01905 622289. 


NEW 2015 STATIC CARAVAN 
£19,995 - Willerby Aurora 35 x 12 

Two Bedrooms, Double Glazing, 
Central Heating. Available now on 
over 200 holiday park locations 
across the Heart Of England, 
Mid Wales & the Mid Wales Coast. 
Free Buyers Guide available call 
Scott on 07803290682 


mom 

TOURING CARAVAN wanted 
in need of repair, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 


FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Otd 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 


DRUMMER REQUIRED for estab¬ 
lished originals band, Dudley area. 
07779 114445 after 7pm. 

PURPLE FENDER guitar, Ltd 
Edition, 1994 with Pevey Amplifier 
speaker, plus acoustic guitar. £600. 
01902 339825. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



antique fairs 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Comm 
Centre,Sun, 18th October, Est 
1979,Waverley. 0121 550 4123. 
Antique/coll fair, Sun 1 st & 29th Nov 
(also Bromsgrove every Fri) 


markets 


BESCOT 


SUNDAY MARKET 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 




Home & 
Services 


CHIFFONIER STAND drawers, 
doors and mirror, Victorian, £700 
ono. 01902 339825. 


CHESTERFIELD BURGUNDY 

leather 3 seater settee, club chair 
and winged chair, £500. 07951 
099800 or 01384 386279. 


NEW STYLE Italian table and chairs, 
cost £4,000, sell £350. Italian Wall 
unit, bow fronted. £100. 

07950 418286 


OLD CHARM REFRACTORY 
TABLE 

With two carvers and four 
diners. 

Well looked after. 
Excellent condition. 

£400. 

Coven 01902 798468. 


PARKER KNOLL, new, never used, 
electric reclining chairs x 2. Cost 
£850 each sell for £450 each, can 
split. Space needed. 01902 324446 
TWO MAHOGANY display cabinets 
and matching wall pendulum clock, 
excellent condition, £90 ono. 

Telephone 07908 906406. 


FRIDGE FREEZER, in excellent 
condition, £85. Can deliver. 
07550 891752. 

FRIDGE FREEZER, in excellent 
condition, £95. Can deliver. 
07550 891752. 

GAS COOKER Cannon, brown, 
immaculate condition, double oven, 
timer, grill, £175. 01902 884524. 


MULTI FUEL STOVE 

Harmony 23, wood or multifuel, 
heat output 6kW. 

Good condition. 

£400 ono. 

01902 895014. 


WINTER HANGING BASKETS, 

flowering bags and tubs. Reduced 
prices from £2.50. 01902 762500. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft ‘Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 

FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 
Wanted. Cash paid for pre 1970. 
Large collections. (300+). After 
1970 considered. 0208 5607816. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES wanted. 
Please call 
01902 892918. 



VINTAGE TOYS 

Top prices paid!!! 
Action Man/Diecast/Lego/ 
Star Wars, etc 

07794 875323 



> 

service 

V___ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 






alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


AB-lOnd* 

Super 7 

7 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £199 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk^ 


building services 


DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Extensions, loft conversions, 
roofing, driveways. 

See us on ‘Rated People’. 

Call 01902 579592 / 
07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery ^ 

^_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 



gardening 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


handyman ' 
i services 


Local Handyman 


I Brickwork (C&G), Fencing, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, etc. Fully 
Insured. CRB. No job too small. Free quotes. 


Call Lee: 0789 147 5718 or 0121 
602 5313 

www.beddington-march.com 


house clearances 

V___ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / 
decorators 


DECORATOR 

ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957346059 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 



A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 

\ 

roofing 


T L Fowkes Roofing 
& Building Solutions 

FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 
call or email 
07896 334 946 
t.fowkes@yahoo.co.uk 

Experts in all roofing and building aspects 
Including: 

• Flat roofing • GRP roofing • Slate and tile roofing 
• uPVC and all major building works ; 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 



AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


SyUnTy 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



THIS SPACE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CANARIES FOR SALE Red 

dimorphic and satinette, £15 each. 
01384 833839 or 07711 570870. 

EIGHT WEEK old kittens, weaned 
and litter trained. £20 each. 

01902 689992. 


GERMAN SHEPHERD quality pedi¬ 
gree puppies, KC reg, black and 
tan. £400. 07779 742080. 


KITTENS flead, ready now. £15 to 
ensure good home. 

07765 807608. 



ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 
01922 627013. 

Require volunteers for kennel 
cleaning, duties to include dog 
walking, feeding and watering. 


We also require a driver with a 
clean licence to help take dogs 
to vets and home checks. 
Car provided. 

Desperate for bedding, ie. 
sheets, blankets, towels, 
quilt covers, (no quilts). 

ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am -4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs from 
owners, all areas (if they are vet 
checked/up to date with jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 

WE ARE ALSO NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR PET 
TAXI’S 

(No booking necessary). 
TROPICAL FISH with 2 tanks, 
pump, heater and lamps, £30 the 
lot. 07968 291063. 


WEDNESBURY 

SANCTUARY 

Needs homes for 
Chaz and Dave - 3 month old 
white and black boys. 
Pinky -15 month old black girl, 
spayed. 

Sally - 1 year old white and 
black, spayed. 

Are you that special person 
that could give a home to one 
of our rescued cats or kittens. 
£20 donation. 

0121 502 5027. 



Business & 
L Farming 



FEMALE CAT, 2 years old, neutered 
and chipped, all vacinations, 
genuine reason for rehoming, £10. 
Telephone 07983 165655. 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 





Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE-01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 

‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


ClassifiedAds 
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YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 


m 1 
m 1 

ViYm 
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WE PAY 100% of purchase price 

We buy any house 


• We are a family run local business. 

• Buying properties for over 30 years. 

• A fair offer from people you can trust, 
e No fees - Free solicitors. 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, $ 
factories, building plots... 

OOelltetMvl 


Text To 
GOAL 88802 


and we will call you back now 


i 


I 




902 628047 


www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 



SELL FAST 


^ Property investor needs properties in 
y Cash payments 
^ We will cover all your fees 
y Quicker service 


01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 




r _ national i 
homeowners 1 

helpline -co. UK 


we can help , 

WE PAY MORE 

■ ANY AREA 

ANY CONDITION Q 

247 0800 085 6626 
24 0121 274 0398 



stkSSSO ^COSDQSSa 



I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 


Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 274 0398 




Property 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


HEATH TOWN 
WOLVERHAMPTON. 

Applicants are invited for 
occupation of an Alms House 
by local retired people who 
have a housing need. 

One bedroom centrally heated 
cottage. 

For application form contact 
Doolittle & Dailey. 
Telephone: 01746 763336 


MODERN TWO BED Apartment, 
ground floor, Dudley Port, 
£475pcm. No DSS. 07886 357429. 

ONE BED flat, furnished, Lower 
Green, Tettenhall. 01902 744700 / 
07765 964999. 

ONE BED FLAT Netherton, CH, DG, 
£100pw. Deposit required. 

07976 747022. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pw inc bills. No 
DSS. Small deposit 07970 717139 

TO LET Large bedsit Penn area, 
newly decorated, unfurnished, off 
road parking, deposit required, suit 
working person, 07486 379419. 

TWO BED HOUSE Unfurnished. 
Stephens Close, Ashmore Park. 
£550pcm. DSS ok, avail early Nov 
Call City Lettings 0121 296 9866 



FOR SALE: BRAND NEW PARK 
HOME Two bedrooms, quiet 
residential site in Coven. £88,500. 
Telephone 01902 791177. 


properties wanted 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
_ www.homecashbuyer.co.uk _ 


A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 


FORGET THE REST and call me 
now for a best cash offer. 
01543 499032 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available _ 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 



full time - general 



Due to expansion require the following: 


NISSAN ALMERA S 52 reg, 57k, 
blue, electric windows, air con, 
metallic paint, 2 new tyres, 12 
months MoT, £750 ono. 07527 
729428. 

NISSAN ALMERA 53 reg, full MoT, 
very good condition, new tyres, 
brakes, 1500cc. £895. 

07827 059501. 

PEUGEOT 206CC 03 reg, MoT till 
March 2016, silver, 83,000 miles, 
good condition. £700 ono. 

07543 905312. 


CONSERVATORY BRICKLAYER / LABOURER BASE TEAM 
WINDOW / CONSERVATORY SURVEYOR 
WINDOW / CONSERVATORY FITTERS 
SALES PERSONS 

Must Be Fully Experienced Working Within The Industry 
Based In Long Lane, Halesowen 
Good rates of pay & working conditions 


PLEASE FORWARD c.v. to: 

stuart.humpherson@rydalewindows.co.uk 
or telephone 0121 559 4211 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FORD FOCUS DIESEL ESTATE 1.8 
TDi Ghia. 02 reg, silver. Very reli¬ 
able. Some Service History. £795. 
Genuine calls only. 07850 330 251 

FORD FOCUS ZETEC ESTATE X 
reg, MoT March, runner or ideal for 
spares or repair. £600 ono. 

07979 652516. 

FORD KA 2007 reg, 1200, full MoT, 
silver, drives / looks superb, 52,000 
miles. £1,195. 07523 729551. 

FORD MONDEO 2.0LX TDCi 2005, 
new clutch, full exhaust, MoT July 
2016. £1,050. 

01902 673719. 

FORD MONDEO ESATE 2002 
petrol, 6 months MoT, 110,000 
miles, £450 ono. 01902 745980 / 
07581 273529. 

FORD MONDEO Hatch, 1800 petrol, 
10 months MoT, blue,, good condi¬ 
tion, CD, reliable, £395. 

07870 241804. 

HYUNDAI ACCENT, 2001, 81,000 
miles, red, long MoT, £295. 

07759 839786. 

HYUNDAI GETZ 5-door, 05 plate, 
IIOOcc, MoT August 2016, good 
condition £725 ono. 

07760 887220. 


IBM A 1 Bit. Hzre. 25 Ye^rs 

I A WIDE RANGE OF CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Open every day, Full MOT’s 
Ol 002 400555 
| Dale Street, Bilston.WVI 4 7JY 
www.bma-motors.co.uk 


CITROEN PICASSO 1,6, MoT’d ti 
feb 2016, 52 reg, air con, elec 
windows, average mileage. £989. 
01902 895796. 

FIAT PUNTO Blue, 5-dr, Excellent 
runner, low mileage, T reg, MoT’d 
Serviced regularly. £350. 07775 
268149. 


FORD FIESTA 1300, 51 plate, eight 
months MoT, runs very well, 
reliable, CD player, sunroof, four 
good tyres, £400. 07818 091901. 


JAGUAR S-TYPE 3.0 V6 SE, 51 reg, 
11 months MoT, fsh, good looking 
motor. £1,000 no offers. 

01902 785453 (W’hampton). 

LANDROVER DISCOVERY 1994, 
190,000 miles. Spares and repairs. 
New parts, good engine, chassis 
and body. £750 ono. 07807 
348239. 

LANDROVER DISCOVERY 1994, 
no MoT, parts or restoration, runs 
well. £300 ono. 01902 608040 / 
07870 926595. 

MITSUBISHI SPACESTAR 1.9TD, 
5 seater MPV, 73k, 13 months MoT, 
1 owner, full electrics, good condi¬ 
tion, 54 reg. £1495. 07756 843196. 

NISSAN ALMERA 1.5. 3dr, 05 reg, 
10 months MoT, light blue, two 
former keepers. Quick sale. £695. 
07790 886946. 


RENAULT LAGUNA 1.9 ESTATE 

diesel, 03,11 months MoT, reliable, 
high motorway miles hence £500. 
07957 617779 / 01902 609608. 


RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC Fidji 
1.4, 03,77,892 miles, metallic blue, 
MoT May 2016, alloys, £550 ono. 
07837 189722. 


SKODA FABIA 1.4, silver, 5dr, MoT 
Feb 2016, good runner, good con¬ 
dition, £650 ono. 

07411 733865. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 1999, new 
MoT, 84k miles, tidy car, excellent 
runner, £395. 07983 421402. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 3dr hatch, 
T reg, burgundy, 64,000 miles, 7 
months MoT, good condition, £500. 
07968 905654. 


VAUXHALL CORSA Design, 1.2, 
low mileage 31,000, 2008 reg, veiy 

§ ood condition, MoT April 2016, 
lue, £3,500. 07736 828479. 

VAUXHALL CORSA Twinport 1.2, 
05 reg, 5 dr hatch, MoT March 16, 
very clean inside / out. £1,295 ono. 
Part ex welcome. 01902 829438. 


VOLVO 850, 1994, 89,000 miles, 
silver, electric windows, alarm, 
central locking, pas, sunroof, used 
daily. £400 ono. 01384 294227. 

VW GOLF 02, 1.9TDi, 12 months 
MoT, well maintained, £1,050 
o.n.o. 07886 179984. 


VW POLO 1.2E 2003, (53 Reg), 
black, 3Dr, low mileage 49k, full 
MoT, good condition, drives well, 
£1,100 ono 07958 445720. 


K3B 


AUDI A4 S-LINE 
CONVERTIBLE 

Black, FSH, MoT, 2008, 
73,000 miles, alloy wheels, 
leather interior, diesel, 2.0. 

£9,000. 

07528 069018. 


BMW 318CI COUPE 

2 litre petrol, 2005, graphite 
metallic, MoT, s/h, 24,500 
miles, immaculate original 
condition, lady owner, genuine 
calls only. 

£3,500. 

Telephone 07702 476031. 


Get Up to 100% For Your House 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
HP 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 



















































































ClassifiedAds 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 317878 


CITROEN BERLINGO Multispace 
Desire, 07 rea, 1.6HDi, 75bhp, 
21,334 miles, FSH, met red, MoT 
June 2016, £4,500. 01384 394423. 

FIAT 500, 2009, 1.2 Pop, 40,000 
miles, white, abs, pas, electric 
windows, central locking, fsh, MoT, 
ideal 1 st car. £4,200. 

07979 240484. 


FIAT PANDA LOUNGE 

2013. 1.2, 1 owner. Still under 
manufacturers warranty. 6,600 
miles. £30 tax, FSH, height 
adjustable drivers seat. Remote 
locking. A/C, alloys, E/W. 

£4,900. No offers. 
Kidderminster 07788 990608 


MAZDA 3 TS. 5-dr Hatch, met blue, 
2006, climate control, low mileage, 
SH, MoT Sep 16. Excellent condi¬ 
tion, £2,400. 01384 401209. 

MINI COOPER, 2007, 120,000 
miles, blue with white roof, white 
stripes, two new tyres, MoT, 
company car forces reluctant sale, 
£3,800. 07930 480908. 

MINI ONE, 2005, Diesel, full MoT, 
120k, red/white, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £2,995. 07442 091546. 

NISSAN NOTE TEKNA, 2008, 
65,000 miles, auto, silver, electric 
windows, alarm, MoT, central 
locking, pas, CD, £3,000 ono. 


07S 


>7. 


PEUGEOT 208, 2013,1.4 petrol, 3dr 
Active, 18k, graphite, warranty to 
2016,1 owner, fsh, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £5,995. 07703 540507. 



RENAULT CLIO 1.2 

Hatchback 3 door. 
Immaculate condition, 2006 
(56) plate, 44,000 genuine 
miles, 2 lady owners, service 
history and 12 months MoT. 
£1,550 ono 

Telephone: 07534 520989 


VAUXHALL COMBO 2008, 
miles, white, long MoT, pas, diesel, 
digital radio, hands free kit. Excel¬ 
lent Van £1,800 ono 07572 422525. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


BARGAIN VANS small /medium 
/large £995-£5995 inc vat 12mth 
MoT. 01902 451877/07944 640999 

PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.9 DIESEL, 

excellent condition, 1998, 9 months 
MoT, fully maintained, only used for 
fishing. £750. 07908 009210. 

SUZUKI 1.3 Super Carrier Van. 
MoT, one owner, used daily, must 
sell. £600 ono. 

Telephone 01902 843374. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


KAWASAKI ZR 750F T reg, good 
condition, MoT’d, 23,000 miles, 
new chain sprockets, £900 ono. 
07754 121452. 


new chain sprockets, £800 ono. 


07754 121452. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ivicb 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


07903 549849, 01902 597035. 
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mobile ^ 


v mechanics I 

rTT n TtTi T.V i7i V *** 
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MOBILE MECHANICS Service 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


tyres / wheels / ^ 

exhausts I 

GOODYEAR TYRES, FI x 2, 235 x 

40 x 18, as new, £150 for both. 
01902 687399. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Local 

Infomiation 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


MOVE YOUR MOTOR 
SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


£48.50 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 

6 NIGHTS IN 
PRINT 

1 WEEK ONLINE 

| AN INSERT INTO 
YOUR LOCAL 
CHRONICLES 



BMW 325Ci 
CONVERTIBLE 

20°2, 72,000 miles, metallic 
siiver black hood, taxed, full 
MoT, full service history, leather 
heated seats, aircon, excellent 
condition, nice eye catcher. 

£2,995 ono. 

01902 123456. 


£31.00 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 


SKODA FABIA 
_ . 1.4 CLASSIC 

m r b^hback, 2003, metallic 
blue, 45,000 miles, FSH, 12 
months MoT, 6 months tax 
excellent inside and out. 

£1,595 ono. 

01902 123456. 


6 NIGHTS IN PRINT. 1 WEEK ONLINE 
AN INSERT INTO YOUR LOCAL CHRONICLES 

6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 
DO NOT SELL! 




6 NIGHTS FREE IF 
YOU DO NOT SELL! 


£21.00 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 

^0 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 CAMPUS 

mnnth °, 6 P 'f?’ BRG ’ 55K ’ f °Ur 

cw rciftol months MoT, CD, 
EW, FSH, £3,450. 01902 123456 


6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 
DO NOT SELL! 


BOOK ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 
EMAIL: marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 


•SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Tel: 01902 317878 ClassifiedAds 



★ ★★ 

GENUINE MAN 52 

Attractive, slim, caring, GSOH, 
solvent, car owner, WLTM lady 
40 to 58 for evenings/days out 
and friendship. 

Don’t be shy, please reply and 
claim free hug. 

Box Number P20093 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LADIES 

WELL OFF WIDOWER 
60’S 

Own house and car. 
WLTM lady 52-62, preferably 
car owner but not essential, for 
lasting Friendship/relationship. 

All usual social activities. 
Would be nice to meet 
someone for Christmas 
Box Number P20089, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

SINGLE WOLVERHAMPTON 
LADY AGED 51 

Average build. 

WLTM Gentleman around the 
same age for Friendship / 
Relationship. 

Box Number P20091, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


WIDOW 70’s 

Active, honest, bubbly, GSOH, 
likes days out, cinema, theatre, 
walking, holidays etc., would 
like to meet similar friend, m / f, 
for happy times. Approximately 
three miles radius from 
Wolverhampton. 

Box Number P20086, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


mm 


Charter Standard Club 


Require players 
Under 13’s. 


Please call 
07592 065735 


0 % 

'l* 

TRYSULL TIGERS EAST 
U’7’s 

Players required for current 
Season (School Year 2) 

Please call Mathew 
07973 300150. 






Friends!*/ P* 


Dates in YOUR reqion 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


KAREN 50, widow, likes swim¬ 
ming, horse riding, keep fit, clay 
pigeon shooting, GSOH, N/S, 
non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 415211 
AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, 
any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4292 Box 
418117 

CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 
5ft 10, single mum, caring, kind, 
shy, likes walks, cooking WLTM 
tactile male farmer for LTR. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5067001 
DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
4299 Box 418167 
FEMALE medium build, blonde 
hair, 5ft 5ins, seeks male, 50-58, 
GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415429 
CHRISTINA, curvy beauty, 
27yrs, own home, very very 
adventurous seeks no strings fun 
and frolics. Tel No: 0906 515 
4293 Box 410127 
WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 
5ft 5ins, slim, seeks male. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415767 

MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
4275 Box: 405297 
MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed 
brunette, fit and active, seeks 
similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419417| 

POLLY, 36yrs, cuddly, curvy 
with fantastic personality, works 
from home so has time on her 
hands. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4068850 

FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde 
hair, blue eyes, slim, seeks gent 
with GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415871 
KERRY Ann, 39yrs hairdresser, 
loves to run her fingers through 
hair! Chaps 30+ pis text, no 
young lads pis. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4155057 
BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, 
slim, GSOH, loving, caring, 
understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416989 | 
CAROL Ann, sensitive slim 
brunette very romantic seeks tall 
handsome male for fun, friend¬ 
ship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

419385 | 

KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde 
and very bored, seeking open- 
minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

419383| 

VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, 
seeks similar fun loving male for 
an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 416601 | 

SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a lov¬ 
ing relationship with lots of cud¬ 
dles and kisses. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417341 | 

MID naughty forties female look¬ 
ing fun, thrills and discreet 
meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with 
own accommodation. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

409109| 

DIVORCED female, attractive, 
sensual by nature, OHAC, 
bored with own company, look¬ 
ing to make life a little more 
exciting with likeminded man. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419219| 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend 
cosy nights in with that special 
male. Age/looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417985 | 


LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, 
caring, loving and honest, many 
interests, seeks genuine male to 
share lonely evenings with. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417211 | 

BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks 
loving male to mend heart age 
39/40. Text only to Mailbox 
No: 4869116 

JOYCE, affectionate sensitive 
widow, bit of a romantic, seeks 
loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in 
the heart that matters. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

419143| 

DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature 
professional fun guy, 40-50 to 
spend good times with. Call me, 
you have nothing to lose. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419075| 

JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy 
brunette, hopeless romantic, 
seeks tall, loving male for fun, 
friendship and possible LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419033 | 

VIRGINIA, outgoing social 
female, 24, tall slim and attrac¬ 
tive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommo¬ 
date/travel. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418845 | 
HEATHER, well travelled sol- 
vent brunette looking to share a 
large glass of wine and whatev¬ 
er follows with affectionate man 
friend. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419031 | 

PAULINE, 49yrs, very attractive, 
curvy divorcee, affectionate and 
fun, seeks laid back, sincere 
male for an uncomplicated, lov¬ 
ing relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418925 | 
LADY young at heart, nice eyes, 
seeks man 42-52 with good 
sense of humour. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4881572 
VIRGINIA, outgoing social 
female, 24, tall slim and attrac¬ 
tive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommo¬ 
date/travel. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418845 1 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


PETE 47, enjoys walking, meals 
out, seeks female, 

age/looks/status unimportant, 
with similar interests for adult 
fun text only. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5063152 
PHILLIP, retired bank manager, 
62yrs, seeks young attractive 
lady, single mums welcome. 
Text only to Mailbox No: 
4123774 

MALE 60s WLTM genuine fun 
lady, 50/60s nights in or out, 
likes swimming, walks, music, 
good food etc for friendship or 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4852727 

TIM, easygoing honest male, 
discreet, uninhibited, seeks sim¬ 
ilar non-conformist averagely 
attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 375065 
PAUL 50yrs, Birmingham, with 
own house and own car, I have 
a good sense of humour and I 
like going out, I'm looking for the 
right girl for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Call me when you can. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418465| 

LEE, 50, seeking an Asian 
female for discreet fun and 
maybe more. Dudley area. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419401 | 

ANDREW 53, widower, honest, 
genuine, caring, tactile, GSOH. 
Kidderminster based, hoping to 
love again with a decent loving 
lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4911450 

GLYNN 49, young looking, 
seeks black female, 21-30 for 
loving relationship and fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416603| 

GENT 55, slightly mad, but not 
bad, will make you glad you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408973 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Or Text... reply26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


COLIN 48, kind loving, seeks 
large cuddly lady 45 to 60 for 
LTR, love, romance, also like 
cuddles, kisses and holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4906088 

TOM, a young 59 active attrac¬ 
tive male, 5ft8, slimmish & fit 
with decent looks & friendly 
nature, many interests, looking 
for lady similar age. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4926340 
GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad 
but not bad, who will make you 
ever so glad that you answered 
his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307| 

MATURE male, 50, medium- 
build, varied interests, seeks 
true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and din¬ 
ing out, for friendship or possibly 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419283| 

TACTILE, romantic guy, height 
5ft 6in, loves good food and 
drinking in or out, dancing, 
music, conversation and cud¬ 
dles. Ready for love. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4893329 


GENUINE caring male, seeks 
similar female for friendship or 
possibly more. Aged between 
25-39. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4916049 

ANDY 53, widower, honest, 
genuine, caring, happy tactile, 
hoping to find love again with a 
decent loving lady. 

Kidderminster. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4911450 
TALL attractive professional 
male, 50, GSOH, looking for 
some fun, adventure and 
sparkle. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418951 
MALE seeks affectionate, tac¬ 
tile, no drama, down to earth 
woman for nights in/out and 
loads of cuddles. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418695 ® 
COLIN, 48, seeks large cuddly 
lady between 45-55 for LTR, 
must like hugs, kisses, cuddles 
and holding hands. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4906088 
MALE 63, N/S, GSOH, genuine, 
caring, likes music, travel, meals 
out, casual drink, seeks female, 
50-70 for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416997 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app 
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34 Swimmers 
come from 
behind to take 
first round 

HALESOWEN swimmers travelled 
to Wolverhampton for the first 
round of the National League at the 
weekend. 

As expected the quality of the 
competition in the Premier division 
was high, and after 10 races Long 
Eaton were in front, City of Here¬ 
ford second and Halesowen third. 

Halesowen swimmers fought 
back, winning some crucial races 
and by the half way point were 
ahead of second place Long Eaton 
by five points. 

However, City of Hereford were 
not giving up and after 42 races had 
moved into second place reducing 
Halesowen’s lead to four points. 

Halesowen extended their lead 
as they raced to the end of the gala, 
winning the final relay, whilst Long 
Eaton and City of Hereford fought 
for second. This was a great start 
for Halesowen and a superb team 
victory. 

Final points scores were: Hale¬ 
sowen 206, Long Eaton A 199, City 
of Hereford 193, Stourbridge A 187, 
Wolverhampton 157, Mansfield 103. 

Double individual event winners 
were Niamh Larkin in the 50m back- 
stroke and butterfly, Chloe Finch in 
the 100m butterfly and freestyle, 
and Robert Jennings in the 100m 
backstroke and butterfly. 

Other individual event winners 
were Jacob Bailey in the 50m back- 
stroke, and Jack Simpson and Kate 
Morrice in the 100m freestyle. 

The relay teams put on a fine show 
with the girls winning the medley 
relay in the 9-11 and 13 years age 
group events, including Eleanor 
Stark, Chloe Everton, Libby Hick¬ 
man, Amber Harrison, Olivia Jay 
and Georgia Lees. 

The boys relay teams went one 
better winning the 15 years free¬ 
style, the open age group medley and 
the mixed age 6x2 relays. 


Big Dave has the 
academy solution 


RELISHING his unique coaching role that 
spans Albion’s first team, the under-21s, 
and the under-18s, Darren Moore reck¬ 
ons he has the solution for the ‘academy 
problem’. 

In the past, manager Tony Pulis has criti¬ 
cised the under-21s league for not being strong 
enough to push players into the first team, but 
the man nicknamed Big Dave by Albion fans 
believes rewarding the top two teams in that 
league with spots in the Johnstone’s Paint Tro¬ 
phy is the answer. 

“I understand exactly what the gaffer means,” 
said the former centre-back. “Having a foot in the 
first-team camp and having a foot in the academy 21s 
camp, it’s hard, because how do you replicate 30 or 
40,000 people on a Saturday? The grounds that we 
play at are smaller.” 

Matching up against the greater physicality of sides 
in League One and below could be the answer, and 
although the early rounds may not necessarily draw 
the crowds, there’s potential to play in front of some 
big numbers in the latter stages. 

“To actually go and play physically against those 
teams, I think that would create a replica,” said 
Moore. “That way a lot of the under-21s league would 
probably keep more of their better players in to keep 
those top two spots. Going all the way to a Wembley 
final with the kids, what better way to replicate it? 

“The under-21s league will return back to what it 
used to be, which was really competitive football. I 
think we’ve lost a little bit of the edge by trying to 
replicate it, but we’re missing something in between. 
If rules are done like that, it would lift the clubs. 

“So I can understand the gaffer’s frustration and 
I can understand it having a foot in both camps be¬ 
cause the Premier League is a ferocious beast at the 
moment and it gets bigger and bigger every year, the 
players get better and better every year. Tactically, 
there’s no room for error, and that’s why the young 
lads have to be at such a good standard.” .” 



Darren Moore celebrates scoring one of his six goals for Albion during his five-year playing career 


Defending 
trio racing 
to be fit to 
face Cats 

ALBION’S defence could be down 
to the bare bones for Sunderland’s 
visit to The Hawthorns on Satur¬ 
day, with both Johnny Evans and 
Jonas Olsson facing a race to be fit 
this week. 

Evans missed both of Northern 
Ireland’s European qualifiers with 
a hamstring injury while Olsson 
continues to be monitored for a 
groin injury. 

Midfielder James Morrison is 
also a doubt for Sam Allardyce’s 
first game in charge of the Black 
Cats with an ankle injury. 

“We’re hoping everyone returns 
back OK,” said manager Tony 
Pulis. “Evans and Morrison are 
still being assessed. We will see 
how they are but both are doubts.” 

If Olsson and Evans are both un¬ 
available, Pulis may have to turn 
to James Chester, who he hopes 
has been given a boost by Wales 
qualifying for the European Cham¬ 
pionships. 

Although the £8m signing has 
found it tough so far this season 
the manager hopes qualifying for 
Euro 2016 with Wales will lift his 
fellow countryman’s spirits. 

“To see Wales and Northern 
Ireland qualify is wonderful,” said 
Pulis. “To have so many home na¬ 
tions at the Euros next summer 
will be good. I hope we will see a 
reaction from those players - if we 
do, brilliant. 

“We will see on Saturday how 
much of a boost it is for the lads 
who have qualified.” 

A club official yesterday dis¬ 
missed reports that Albion are in¬ 
terested in spending £14.8million 
on Spanish defensive midfielder 
Ignacio Camacho in January. 

# Albion’s game against Liv¬ 
erpool at Anfield has been moved 
back 24 hours to Sunday Decem¬ 
ber 13 at 4pm for Sky coverage. 


Open 

when you 
need us. 






Mon-Fri Saturday Sunday 

7am-8pm 7am-8pm T0am4pm 
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Depleted 
Brummies 
end season 
with a loss 

BIRMINGHAM’S season ended 
in defeat as an understrength side 
went down 52-37 at Eastbourne. 

Following Wednesday’s first leg 
four-point loss, the Surestop Brum¬ 
mies always faced an uphill task and 
missed out on the Gold Cup after a 
99-80 aggregate defeat. 

Team manager Graham Drury 
says his side shouldn’t dwell on the 
results too much after what has 
been a memorable season. 

“Full congratulations to East¬ 
bourne - they were the better side 
over the two legs and fully deserved 
to win this competition. 

“When they qualified for the Gold 
Cup they were always going to be the 
favourites and full credit to them.” 

Adam Ellis eased his way to dou¬ 
ble-figures one final time in Bir¬ 
mingham colours, only being denied 
another full maximum after blowing 
his engine whilst leading the open¬ 
ing heat. He also broke the Arling¬ 
ton track record as he showed his 
National League superiority once 
again. 

Captain Tom Perry impressed 
with some classy rides on one of his 
least favourite circuits. 

Danny Ayres gave it his all once 
again on another mixed night for the 
Kent racer. 

Jack Smith’s gating was a par¬ 
ticular highlight yet again and his 
effort cannot be faulted, especially 
after pushing his machine home for 
a point for almost a whole lap in his 
one outing. 

Adam Kirby picked up four-points 
as he claimed the tag of Birming¬ 
ham’s only ever present rider in 
2015. 

Eastbourne 52: Richard Andrews 12+3, 
Bradley Wilson-Dean 11+1, Ben Hopwood 

9, Marc Owen 8+1, Daniel Spiller 8, Kelsey 
Dugard 4+3, Georgie Wood 0. 

Birmingham 37: Adam Ellis 12, Tom Perry 

10, Danny Ayres 6, Jack Smith 4+1, Adam 
Kirby 4, Jack Parkinson-Blackburn 1+1, Sam 
Chapman r/r. 

Eastbourne win 99-80 on aggregate. 


Sam warning to 
players from Pulis 


Coupe de grass in bowls final 



From left, Paul Greene, chairman, Simon Coupe and Matt Taylor, All Aspects MD 


TONY Pulis will warn his players to be¬ 
ware the Sam Allardyce effect and be¬ 
lieves the new Sunderland boss will have 
the Black Cats firing at The Hawthorns 
on Saturday. 

Sunderland are 19th, and without a win this 
season as Dudley-born Allardyce was officially 
unveiled as their new manager this week, and 
he now has just a few days to turn his team into 
one that can trouble Albion - and Pulis doesn’t 
doubt that he will. 

“I know Sam well,” said the Baggies manager. 

“I don’t think he gets the credit he deserves. 

“He did a smashing job at West Ham and you know 
his teams are always well drilled and well organised. 

“People forget that when they got relegated, he got 
them promoted in the first year and they kicked on 
from there. 

“He laid down the groundwork for the next man¬ 
ager who is reaping the rewards.” 

Although the appointment is undoubtedly good 
news for fans of the red and white, it couldn’t have 
come at a worse time for those following blue and 
white stripes. 

Performance 

In dire need of a win, and perhaps more impor¬ 
tantly, a performance with some attacking intent, 
what looked like a less taxing return to Premier 
League action after the international break just got 
a lot harder. Big Sam doesn’t have a lot of time to 
work with his players, but then neither does Albion 
chief Pulis. 

This week is the first time this week Pulis has seen 
the majority of his team, and some players are not 
returning until today or tomorrow. 

Allardyce, who started his managerial career at 
The Hawthorns with a spell as Brian Talbot’s assis¬ 
tant, has a mouthwatering derby against his old club, 
Newcastle, next. 


2015 All Aspects George Masters 

SIMON Coupe travelled from Lancashire and re¬ 
turned home with the £1,000 winner’s cheque in 
his pocket after beating Anthony Bracken in the 
final. 

At the George Bowling Club Coupe started the 
day with a 31-29 win against Paul Rolls in a game 
that could have gone either way up until the last 


end, while Bracken defeated Gordon Hawkins 31- 
18. In the quarter finals Coupe beat ex-Masters 
winner Craig Barker 31-19 with Bracken beating 
Yorkshire’s Neil Simpson 31-24. 

Coupe hit top gear in his semi-final to take out 
Jon Palmer 31-8 and Bracken overcame Greg Smith 
31-22. The final was a close affair but Coupe man¬ 
aged to up his game to be the 31-25 winner. 


Hitman’s 35 
protege 
steals the 
limelight 

WEDNESBURY’S Sam Evans 
stole the show at Walsall Football 
Club by scoring the fight night’s 
only TKO with boxing legend 
Ricky Hatton in his corner, writes 
Craig Birch. 

‘The Hitman’ has brought the 
Black Country teenager into the 
pro game and the effects of his 
coaching was clear to see on Satur¬ 
day night’s paid bow. 

Hatton won British, WBF, IBO 
AND IBF world titles in the light 
welterweight division where Evans 
will campaign. 

And the 19-year-old is off to a 
flying start, after forcing the finish 
against Latvian Zaurs Sadihovs in 
the third of a four-round contest. 

Evans was measured in the first 
and started to land freely come the 
second, seizing the opportunity to 
land a right hook to the ribcage as 
they tangled at close quarters. 

He listened to instructions from 
Hatton to step it up in the third, 
with Sadihovs hurt and getting 
on his bike when referee Kevin 
Parker stepped in. 

Evans looked Hatton-esque with 
the right hand to the body landing 
at will, with Sadihovs pulled out 
for throwing nothing back. It was 
exactly halfway through the round. 

Hatton had two other fighters 
on the show, with Market Harbor- 
ough’s Reuben Arrowsmith also 
debuting against Kevin McCauley. 

Arrowsmith dropped a share of a 
round against the former Midlands 
welterweight champion, who lives 
in Stourbridge, in winning 40-37 
on points with Parker after four. 

It came after three straight 
points landslides starting with 
Stoke’s Andy Keates, returning to 
where he won the Midlands light 
welterweight title from Bloxwich’s 
Luke Paddock last month. 
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DK runners 
do it on the 
dark trail 

WITH the nights drawing in athletes 
from Dudley Kingswinford Running 
Club tried something a little different 
last weekend. 

They took part in the Petzl Night 
Trail Wales, a relay race with laps of 3 
to 4km starting at dusk and ending in 
full darkness with the winners covering 
the most number of laps in three hours. 

With head torches mandatory there 
was a long stream of lights cutting 
through the darkness around the trails 
of the Coed Y Brenin forest. 

The five runner DK team of Sarah and 
Pete Krivosic, Andy and Nessa Morrison 
and Phil Sayers covered eight laps in 
2.44.12 to finish 55th out of 240 teams. 

Elsewhere a handful of hoops travelled 
to Alcester for a 10k; Andy Litchfield re¬ 
cording 44.50 to take 66th place, Paula 
Pallant was 254th in 55.50 and Amy 
Bridgewater came 448th in 1.13.50. 

Baljit Watson travelled to Kingston on 
Thames for the Human Endurance Race 
covering the 8.5 mile distance in 1.12. 
to claim first place in her age group and 
Mark Gatenby took part in the Plusnet 
Yorkshire Marathon finishing in 4.38.02 
in 1211st place. 

The largest race at the weekend for 
DK numbers wise was the Bells of Pat- 
tingham, a tough off road race covering 
an approximate distance of 7 country 
miles. 

First home in 5th place was Ben Fos¬ 
ter in 43.13, Matt Biggs came 9th in 
44.47, Rob Sannwald finished in 48.32 
in 21st, Richard Bate in 49.12 in 26th, 
Simon Hughes in 49.38 in 30th, Pete 
Hood in 52.04 in 44th, Mark Gallimore 
in 52.45 in 49th Graham Wildgoose in 
53.49 in 57th, Mark Homer in 54.05 in 
61st, Carol Fisher in 1.00.39 in 155th, 
Karen Doy in 1.01.26 in 172nd. 

Jamie tumbles out 
of darts Masters 
in quarter finals 

TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes surrendered a 
lead and tumbled out of the BDO World 
Masters at the quarter-final stage. 

Hughes took the first set but back 
came Swiss thrower Thomas Junghans 
to win 3-1 and end his dreams of glory, 
writes Craig Birch. 

Junghans went onto face Glen Dur- 
rant, Hughes’ close friend and conqueror 
in his World Championship debut this 
year. 

The Black Country darter and BDO 
World No 2 couldn’t replicate last year’s 
Masters run to the final, where he lost to 
Martin Phillips. 

The 29-year-old did see the last day 
of play at Hull City Hall, though, in the 
competition which has been broadcast on 
Euro Sport. 

It was Hughes who had to come from 
behind in Saturday afternoon’s last 16 
clash with Darius Labanauskas. 

The Lithuanian led and missed darts 
to make it 2-0, with Hughes taking ad¬ 
vantage to reel off three sets in succes¬ 
sion and nudge home 3-0. 

‘Yozza’ opened in style on Friday, 
whitewashing Allan Edwards 3-0. 


take long trip to lose 


Old Hales 

Scunthorpe 24 Old Halesonians 19 

HALES set off on that long painful journey to 
Scunny for the sixth game of the season with Tom 
Jordan absent due to the birth of his daughter. 

Also absent were backs coach Ben Barkley and 
wingers Luke Smith and Jay Reid (broken finger 
at training). 

Centres Andy and Carl Robinson combined 
brilliantly, Carl kicked on for Andy to chase over 
for the first try of the day. 

On 21 minutes, following pressure from the 
home side, and Scunthorpe gained a penalty. Fur¬ 
ther pressure resulted in the home team scoring 
a try. 


Rugby 


Hales came back on 33 minutes with a Chris 
Hooper penalty, but that was negated six minutes 
later through a Scunthorpe penalty. 

Injury to Hales Second Row Guy Field forced 
another reshuffle, however, the second half 
started well with pressure for Hales and a penalty 
on 43 minutes by Hooper. 

But more ill discipline by the visitors resulted 
in another successful penalty to take the score to 
16-11. 

Hales came back again on 53 minutes when 


Hooper kicked another three pointer to close the 
gap further. 

It looked likeHales were getting into gear. How¬ 
ever, a moment of madness whilst only 10 metres 
from Hales’ line, an attempt to run the ball out 
failed miserably when a kick would have been suf¬ 
ficient to relieve the pressure, meant Scunthorpe 
forwards had an easy time of stripping the ball 
from a maul for an unconverted try. 

On 60 minutes hales Scrum Half Dave Hadkiss 
received a yellow card. 

Not to be out done Hales worked their way 
back up field and were awarded a penalty. . 

Andy Robinson scored his second try. 


YEITZ STREAK 
COMES TO END 


Patchett breaks the silence 



Gary Patchett, Centre, with manager Will Pottinger and director Nigel Pearson 


Barwell 6 Halesowen 0 

HALESOWEN’S run of three 
games unbeaten came to an 
end with a miserable 6-0 de¬ 
feat in Leicestershire which 
also saw them finish with ten 
men. 

The red card occurred on only eight 
minutes when Jay Denny walked 
for apparently stamping on Callum 
Woodward, with Danny Bragoli and 
Barwell’s Nigel Julien also booked for 
their part in the incident. 

Four minutes later, former Yeltz hero Iyseden 
Christie lobbed Daniel Platt from 18 yards to put 
Barwell one up. 

Despite Halesowen putting some pressure on 
and going close twice, Barwell made it two on 27 
minutes when Ant Carney volleyed home from 
the edge of the box. 

Carney saw a shot hit the post before he made 
it three on 37 minutes after being set up by 
Brady Hickey. 

And he made it a first half hat-trick just be¬ 
fore the break when he cut in from the left and 
rounded Platt before scoring. 

An unmarked Liam Kay headed home on 50 
and Christie notched his second three minutes 
later after out muscling Aaron Griffiths. 

On 85 minutes, Julien was sent off for Barwell 
after being given his second yellow card for a trip 
but it was the home side who were celebrating. 

Halesowen Town 3 Matlock Town 2 

Halesowen grabbed a fifth win in just over 12 
months against lucky-charm side Matlock and 
completed another double in a five-goal second 
half. 

The Yeltz raced to establish a two-goal lead 
early in the second half as Matlock made a poor 
start defensively after the interval with Cooper’s 
wide-angled shot saved by Willis. 

Hull volleyed home the opening goal. 

Bragoli soon doubled the lead. 

The Gladiators pulled a goal backwhen captain 
Danny Holland nodded home. 

Greg Pearson made the game safe for Hale¬ 
sowen. 

But there was still time for Holland to score.. 


GARY Patchett has broken his silence on the 
reasons behind Cradley Speedway chiefs pull¬ 
ing the plug on the club. 

Patchett, along with Nigel Pearson and Chris 
Van Straaten, brought the Heathens back to 
league racing in 2010 and have enjoyed six suc¬ 
cessful seasons. 

But things changed in the winter when 
the club lost the use of Monmore Green and 
switched to Perry Barr - which ruled Patchett 
out of meetings due to a previous dispute with 
stadium bosses. 

Halesowen-based Patchett insists the club 
remains a viable venture with plenty of po¬ 
tential for any interested parties looking to 


take them forward into next year and beyond. 
“There is no single reason that we have come 
to this decision,” Patchett said. 

“Nigel is ever busier with his media business 
which stretch much further than his involve¬ 
ment in speedway. He’d be foolish to neglect 
those and his business has to come first. 

“CVS has had a torrid season at Wolver¬ 
hampton and I know only too well how that 
feels. 

“He has to ensure his business there receives 
his best attention. He certainly doesn’t need 
the stress of running two clubs. 

“The pressure on my two colleagues has in¬ 
creased considerably,” he added. 


Sherwood 
fighting for 
Vi la future 

TIM SHERWOOD is already fighting for 
his Villa future, with reports suggesting 
the boss has just two games to save his 
job. 

The former Tottenham boss was ap¬ 
pointed in February and guided the Vil- 
lans away from the relegation zone and 
to the FA Cup final. 

However, since the loss of star striker 
Christian Benteke to Liverpool and skip¬ 
per Fabian Delph to Manchester City 
in the summer, Villa’s new-look squad 
have managed to win just one of their 
opening eight Premier League fixtures 
of the season - on the opening day of the 
campaign at newly-promoted Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

Just a solitary point - at home to win¬ 
less Sunderland - has followed since, 
and Villa are currently on a run of four 
straight league defeats, sparked by a 3-2 
reverse to Leicester City in a match Villa 
had been leading 2-0. 

Sherwood is understood to have had 
a meeting with chief executive Tom Fox 
about the run which has left the claret 
and blues four points adrift of Albion 
and mired in the relegation zone. 

Although they beat Second City rivals 
Blues in the League Cup and threatened 
to get something at Anfield when going 
down 3-2 to Liverpool, a derby-day de¬ 
feat to Albion and last Saturday’s 1-0 
home loss to Stoke City means Villa are 
already four points adrift of safety. 

Sherwood has been booed off at the 
end of matches against Stoke and Al¬ 
bion, as well as at half-time against 
Blues. 

And he admitted last week that he is 
still searching to come up with his best 
11 after a summer overhaul of the squad 
in which he spent more than £50m. 

Reports at the weekend suggest Villa’s 
next two games could be crucial to Sher¬ 
wood’s future. 

Olsson happy for 
team mates trio 

ALBION defender Jonas Olsson knows 
exactly how the club’s Northern Irish 
trio will be feeling as they cemented 
their place in next year’s European 
Championships. 

Olsson was in the Swedish squad 
that went to Euro 2012 in Poland and 
Ukraine, was delighted for team-mates 
Jonny Evans, Chris Brunt and Gareth 
McAuley who helped the Ulstermen 
progress. 

He said: “They’ve been flying through 
qualification, it was really just a matter 
of when they could secure it. 

“I’m happy for them, they’ve got a lot 
to look forward to in the summer.” 


★★★ 
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